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Lebanon’s Royal Canin plant expanding
$200M investment bringing 90 new jobs

Canin for choosing to expand
its Lebanon operations and create over 90 new jobs,” Lee said
BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
additional jobs.
in the release. “Royal Canin is a
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM
State and company of ficials, valued community partner, and I
Lebanon’s Royal Canin pet including Gov. Bill Lee, made look forward to seeing the comfood plant is continuing its the announcement Tuesday.
pany grow and succeed in Tenexpansion and plans to add 90
“We are grateful to Royal nessee in the years to come.”

The facility expansion began
in 2019 and is scheduled for
completion in 2022, according
to a news release from the state
Depar tment of Economic and
Community Development. The
work at the plant just south of
Interstate 40 west of U.S. 70, is

costing more than $200 million.
“We are proud to be a part of
the Lebanon, Tennessee community, and grow our footprint and
associate base in this region,”
said Daniel Klapuch, Royal
SEE CANIN/PAGE A7
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Mt. Juliet Senior Center members, from left, Judy Foley, Gloria Kirkland, Al Blem, Joyce
Blem, Carlene Stringer and Pauline Caffrey perform a line dance during “Elvira” by the Mt. Juliet Senior Citizens Center members Loady Bradley, left, and Chan Ly, knit items on
Oak Ridge Boys on Wednesday. Line-dancing is a regular on the exercise and activity Wednesday. Bradley and Ly were part of the group that helped donate nearly 500 articles
of hand-knit accessories last year while the center was closed.
schedule.

Senior centers reopening
Lebanon, Mt. Juliet
administrators
promise safety, fun
BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Lebanon Senior Citizens Center Executive Director Patti
Watts takes office assistant Elayna Sherwood’s temperature at the center’s front door Tuesday. Temperature
screenings will be required for entry after the center
reopens on April 1.

After being closed for nearly a
year, the Lebanon Senior Citizens
Center is prepared to reopen for
members on April 1. Meanwhile, Mt.
Juliet’s Senior Center just opened
this month, too. So what will the new
normal look like?
Lebanon Senior Citizens Center

Builders to Lebanon:
‘Don’t do this’
Council’s zoom meeting Tuesday
arguing against an ordinance that
would reshape construction in the
city.
The ordinance would amend the
types of new multi-family development that would be per mitted in Lebanon. Specifically, the
BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM
ordinance restricts constr uction
Representatives from the Home of new development featuring
Builders Association of Middle
Tennessee joined Lebanon’s City
SEE BUILDERS/PAGE A7

New ordinance
restricts designs of
new townhomes
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75 people, Watts said.
Curbside lunch pick up will still
be provided so that guests members
don’t have to come in.
Watts worries that not every one
will want to come running back. “We
are ready to be open,” she said, but
holds her expectations back for the
first couple of weeks following their
reopening.
“Like everybody else trying to be
safe and open, we’ll be on a learning
curve,” Watts said.
Watts is excited about resuming
the activities they once took for
SEE SENIOR/PAGE A7

U.S. to learn from Europe’s virus surge
BY JOHN SEEWER
AND CARLA K. JOHNSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Optimism is spreading in
the U.S. as COVID-19 deaths
plummet and states ease
restrictions and open vaccinations to younger adults.
But across Europe, dread is
setting in with another wave
of infections that is closing
schools and cafes and bringing new lockdowns.
The pandemic’s diverging paths on the two continents can be linked in part
to the much more successful
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Executive Director Patti Watts said
that “ever y precaution,” would be
taken to ensure that this reopening
can be done safely without compromising the well-being of the guests.
Temperature checks will be
required at the door and social distancing protocols will be observed.
To accommodate compliance, capacity numbers will be restricted.
According to Watts, when they
reopen for lunch services, which will
just be Tuesday and Thursday to
begin, only 75 people will be allowed
in at a time. The cafeteria that used
to regularly ser ve over 200 people
will probably seem empty with only

vaccine rollout in the U.S.
and the spread of more contagious variants in Europe.
Health experts in the U.S.,
though, say what’s happening in Europe should serve
as a warning against ignoring social distancing or dropping other safeguards too
early.
“Each of these countries
has had nadirs like we are
having now, and each took an
upward trend after they disregarded known mitigation
strategies,” said Dr. Rochelle
Walensky, director of the U.S.
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Columnist David Von
Drehle talks about
the anti-Roe v. Wade
movement
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Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. “They simply
took their eye off the ball.”
The result has been a
sharp spike in new infections
and hospitalizations in several European countries over
the past few weeks.
Poland’s rate of new
COVID-19 cases has more
than doubled since February,
straining its health care system and leading to a threeweek nationwide lockdown
announced Wednesday for
shopping malls, theaters, galleries and sports centers.

