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The two public school districts 
in Wilson County — and their 
teachers — are taking extraordi-
nary steps to try to ensure learn-
ing is still occurring despite the 
closure of all schools because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“The charge was for ever y 
teacher to reach out to every 
student in their class,” said Wil-
son County Schools Director 
Donna Wright. “We’ve had a lot 
of trauma across the district. 
The message is we’re here, we 
care and we’ll get through this 
together.’

Wright said she doubts school 
will be back in session this 
semester.

“I would be surprised if 
school resumed this (school) 
year,” Wright said. “I’m looking 
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C
OVID-19 and the March 
3 tornadoes continue to 
leave their mark on the 

local economy, and officials 
are working to keep impacted 
companies in the community.

Wilson County’s Joint 
Economic and Community 
Development Board is working 
with businesses that lost facilities 
to the tornado, and expects to 
see an estimated 1,800 or more 
local jobs maintained.

“Right now I can talk about 
a couple of projects that have 
transferred,” JECDB Executive 
Director G.C. Hixson said. “We 
have a few other businesses 
we’re working with that are likely 
to relocate in the community, but 
the process hasn’t been finalized. 
All together, the businesses 
we’re relocating represent close 
to 1,800 employees if you include 
those.”

Optoro and FedEx Supply 
Chain have both committed to 
move from Eastgate Boulevard 
to Park 840, which Hixson said 
accounts for half of that estimate.

“After the tornado impacted 
our Mt. Juliet warehouse, we 

relocated to a new warehouse 
in Lebanon within a few days,” 
Optoro said in a company 
statement. “Fortunately, our 
flexible technology allowed us 
to resume operations within 
100 hours of opening our new 
space.”

Hixson said the local Optoro 
has roughly 300 employees 
who work with online retailers 
to manage and resell returned 
products. The company is 
continuing operations amid 
concerns over COVID-19.

“Our team is working together 

to ensure full operational 
efficiency as quickly as possible,” 
the company statement reads, 
“While adhering to CDC 
guidelines on how to ensure a 
safe workplace for our entire 
warehouse staff and all our 
partners.”

FedEx Supply Chain is moving 
to an approximately 558,000 
square foot facility on the east 
side of Park 840.

“Two FedEx Supply Chain 
facilities experienced damage 
in the March 3 storm, a facility 
in Lebanon and another 

in Mount Juliet,” FedEx 
Logistics Communications 
Advisor Kelsey Lawrence said. 
“Our facility in Lebanon has 
resumed operations. Many of 
our Mt. Juliet team members 
have been temporarily 
relocated to work in another 
FedEx Supply Chain facility in 
Smyrna. The remaining team 
members will be returning 
to work in waves, and we are 
exploring options for next 
steps.”

Tornado-damaged businesses on road to recovery 
JECDB expects at 

least 1,800 affected 
jobs to remain local 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Several businesses along Eastgate Boulevard suffered damage during the March 3 tornado, but Wilson 
County’s Joint Economic and Community Development Board expects to see at least 1,800 local jobs 
maintained as they relocate to other parts of the county.
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Unemployment claims across 
the U.S. reached a record high 
of 3.3 million people filing last 
week after COVID-19 shuttered 
large portions of the economy, 
prompting state and federal 
governments to ramp up relief 
efforts.

Affected Wilson County resi-
dents and businesses now have 
several ways to apply for aid 
— here’s a look at some of the 
options.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Congress passed and President 

Donald Trump on Friday signed 
a $2.2 trillion stimulus package.

Rep. John Rose’s of fice dis-
tributed an overview of the fund 
distribution, which would see 
citizens receive one-time tax 
rebate checks of up to $1,200 per 
individual, $2,400 per couple and 
$500 per child based on their 
tax returns, with reductions for 
higher income earners.

Those reductions begin at 

$75,000 for individuals, $112,500 
for heads of household and 
$150,000 for mar ried cou-
ples, and assistance is phased 
out completely for individuals 
making more than $99,000 and 
couples making more than 
$198,000.

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d 
also expand unemployment 

insurance to cover gig workers, 
self-employed people and non-
profit workers, and establishes 
a U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration-backed loan program that 
can forgive up to eight weeks 
payment on expenses like rent 
and utilities at 100%.
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The number  of  COVID-
19 cases in Wilson County 
increased to 20 on Friday from 
13 on Thursday while statewide 
the increase was to 1,203 from 

957. One local plant shut down 
Friday when an employee tested 
positive for the disease.

ZF Active Safety and Elec-
tronics in Lebanon, former-
ly the TRW plant, sent its first 
shift home and canceled its sec-

ond shift after the test results 
became known.

“We have closed down today 
to do a really deep clean,” said 
company spokesman Tony Sapi-
enza from its U.S. headquarters 
in Michigan. “We are current-

ly evaluating when we might 
reopen.”

Sapienza said the company 
was aware that some of its 300 
employees might be worried 
about returning to work.

“We recognize people have 
concerns and we’ll work with 
them,” he said, adding “it’s a bal-
ance” between the need to keep 

the plant operating and the con-
cerns of the employees.

Because the plant makes chas-
sis and steering components 
for commercial and emergency 
vehicles, it’s a “critical” opera-
tion, Sapienza said.

With the release of the latest 
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