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In recent years, parents across 
Tennessee have attended school 
board meetings, raising an array 
of issues they find important, 
but how would a parent feel if 
another child’s parent or guard-
ian was actually sitting in their 

child’s classroom?
During a recent Wilson Coun-

ty Schools Policy Advisory Com-
mittee meeting, school officials 
explored the implications of 
allowing for parents or guard-
ians to sit in and observe a class-
room, as well as what situations 
might warrant it being a reason-
able request.

“My opinion, from experience, 
if they are wanting to observe 
a teacher, is that they have an 
issue with a teacher,” said Jeff 
Luttrell, Wilson County director 

of schools. 
“ T h e y 
n e e d  t o 
file a com-
plaint to be 
investigat-
ed. That’s 
t h e  f i r s t 
step. We’re 
o p e n i n g 
our teach-
ers up to saying, ‘You can come 
in and observe me.’ ”

Luttrell did not dismiss the 
possibility that the observation 

might be 
warranted.

“If  you 
are there 
to observe 
y o u r 
c h i l d ’ s 
behavior, 
t h a t  i s 
a  w h o l e 
d i f fer ent 

ballgame,” Luttrell said. “How-
ever, I’m very concerned with 
this policy that a parent could 
say I’m going in and observing 

what’s going on. We have human 
resources for that purpose, and 
we have school administrators.”

Wilson County school board 
member Melissa L ynn, who 
spent years in the system as an 
educator, indicated that from her 
experience, a student that has 
reported behavior issues is not 
going to act up in the presence 
of a parent.

“The kid is not going to do the 
behavior we say they are doing,” 
Lynn said.

WCS weighs benefits of parents in classroom
Officials concerned 
policy could disrupt 

learning environment
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M
t. Juliet Police Chief 
James Hambrick 
wears many hats 

between his posting at the 
police station and the pulpit 
at Cloyds Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, but 
he’s trying something new as 
singer-songwriter.

Hambrick is quick to admit 
that singing has always been 
important to him. He just never 
though he would actually pro-
duce an album.

“I have been singing since I 
was a kid in the church,” Ham-
brick said. “I grew up singing 
in different choirs and groups 
with a gospel perspective, but 
I have always loved music and 
different genres of music.”

The 60-year-old police chief 
had dipped his toe in the water 
but had never dove in com-
pletely on his own.

“This is my first solo project,” 
Hambrick said. “My brother 
did a CD a few years back, and 
we did a song together on that 
project. As far as a full project 
though, this is my first.”

The project all got started 
when acclaimed Nashville 
songwriter Don Poythress 
invited Hambrick to join him 
on a podcast.

“I was asked by Don if I 
would consider coming and 
doing this project,” Hambrick 
said. “Part of that project was 
a podcast, where I am telling 
stories from my police career. 
Then, we wrote songs inspired 
by those stories. That is how it 
came to be.”

Somebody’s gotta tell them
Mt. Juliet 

police chief 
releases 

debut album

Submitted photo

Mt. Juliet Police Chief James Hambrick performs a song off his first-ever album with singer-songwriter 
Leslie Satcher on Saturday during a release party for the record. Proceeds from the album go to an orga-
nization dedicated to families of officers killed in the line of duty.
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When the Watertown City Council voted 
to approve the budget during a regularly 
scheduled meeting on Tuesday, it gave a 
raise to all city employees, but the extent of 
that raise depends on where you work.

Employees at the Water town Police 
Department will get a $2 raise thanks to 
the new budget. All other city employees 
are slated to receive a $1 raise.

Water town Mayor Mike Jennings 
lamented that the squeeze for trained first 
responders hits small towns hard, because 

larger municipalities and county govern-
ments who are similarly feeling the effects 
of staffing shortages incentivize personnel 
away from the smaller towns.

“I wish I could recommend more for our 
employees,” Jennings said. “I hope this time 
next year we are talking about something 
fairly significant. We don’t have a police car 
or a backhoe or anything else that runs by 
itself without an employee, so we need to 
take care of our people. This council and 
previous council have been good. I think 
in my 39 years we have given a raise every 
year. We need to continue doing that.”

The budget ordinance does not carry a 
property tax increase with it.

The city council will reconvene on 
June 29 in the Water town Communi-
ty Center, located at 8630 Sparta Pike 
in Water town, at 5:30 p.m. for a spe-
cial-called meeting to consider, and take 
action on, the second and final reading 
of the budget and tax-rate ordinance that 
it approved on Tuesday.

Jennings indicated that he wanted to 
allow time for people to get to church 
since it is on a Wednesday.

Watertown city employees receive raise
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Despite concerns that Wil-
son County might have to raise 
property taxes for the upcom-
ing fiscal year in order to fund 
increased wages for county 
employees, the Wilson County 
Commission approved the bud-
get ordinance on Monday with-
out including any such increase.

After Wilson County conduct-
ed a pay study to compare coun-
ty employee wages with neigh-
boring counterparts, the results 
indicated that the necessar y 
raises would require more than 
$6 million.

The Wilson County Budget 
Committee and the county’s 
department heads have met sev-
eral times over the last couple 
of months to discuss how to bal-
ance needs with available funds.

Ultimately, the budget was 
passed unanimously by the full 
commission. The certified prop-
erty tax rate will remain at $1.90 
per $100 of assessed value.

SCHOOLS REPORT
In his report to the commis-

sion, Wilson County Director of 
Schools Jeff Luttrell touched on 
the school system’s safety proto-
col in the wake of questions that 
poured in after the school shoot-
ing in Uvalde, Texas, on May 24.

“There are no words to describe 
what we experienced in the edu-
cation world, in news reports from 
the community in Texas,” Luttrell 
said. “Our thoughts and prayers go 
with them.

“There have been a lot of con-
versations (about safety proto-
cols). I want to reiterate, we do 
not share with the public. I have 
had a lot of requests to share 
our plan. We can’t share our 
plans. But I will tell you Steve 
Spencer, our safety director, 
and Sheriff (Robert) Bryan and 
the (school resource officers) 
department, we have one of the 
most comprehensive plans I 
have ever looked at.”

Luttrell indicated that the 
system’s plan had already been 
tested to some degree.

“Part of that plan we did put 
in place when the train derailed, 
and within a matter of minutes, 
that plan went into effect, and 

Wilson 
County 

approves 
budget

Move includes raises 
for county employees, 

no tax increase
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