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WA S H I N G T O N  —  T h e 
Supreme Court began its new 
term Monday with a remem-
brance of “a dear friend and a 
treasured colleague,” the late 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Chief Justice John Roberts 
paid tribute to Ginsburg, who 
died last month, as the court 
resumed its work via telephone 
because of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The justices are beginning a 
new term with Republicans on 
the cusp of realizing a dream 
50 years in the making, a solid 
conser vative majority that 
might roll back abortion rights, 
expand gun rights and shrink 
the power of government.

It also is a most unusual, 
politically fraught moment in 
American history. They’re still 
mourning the death of Gins-
burg, the leader of the court’s 
liberal wing. They’re working 
in the midst of a pandemic that 
has forced the court to dras-
tically change the way it con-
ducts business. And the pres-
idential election is less than a 
month away.

Rober ts said the justices 
would hold a fuller memorial 
service for Ginsburg once they 
return to the courtroom.
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Fred VanHook has hosted 
Wilson County’s Gospel Music 
Fest for 47 years straight, but 
he was fully prepared to break 
that streak in 2020.

The event has built up a 
devoted following over the 
years and usually packs the 
Capitol Theatre. With COVID-
19 limiting that venue to half 
capacity, VanHook nearly can-

celed it until his son James 
arranged for an outdoor sing-
ing at the James E. Ward Agri-
cultural Center held Saturday.

“Because of the situation, 
attendance would have been 
at 50% capacity in the Capitol 
Theatre,” Fred VanHook said. 
“We didn’t want to turn hun-
dreds of people away, so it felt 
wonderful to be able to use the 
fairgrounds.”

Attendance for the outdoor 

event was lower than usual, 
but the crowd still numbered 
around 100 by the end of the 
night. This year’s lineup includ-
ed five groups ranging from 
traditional four-part harmony to 
the festival’s first bluegrass act, 
Sandi Kay and New Hickory.

“This was the first time I’d 
done it, and I didn’t know 
much about it until last year,” 
the group’s lead singer Sandi 
Shupe said. “I think everything 

went really good, I would have 
loved to see more people but I 
think that COVID-19 affected 
a lot.”

Shupe met Fred VanHook 
through Immanuel Baptist 
Church’s Golden Gems fel-
lowship meals years ago and 
reconnected with him at one 
of the church’s recent dinners. 
The two decided to bring Sandi 

KEEPING FAITH ALIVE

VanHook’s 47th Annual Gospel Music Fest overcomes COVID-19
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Sandi Kay and New Hickory brings a touch of bluegrass to Fred VanHook’s 47th Annual Gospel Music Fest, held Saturday at the James E. 
Ward Agricultural Center.
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Mt. Juliet’s Town Center 
Trail greenway was nearly 
20 years in the making, and 
the city celebrated its open-
ing with a ribbon cutting on 
Monday.

The trail is located at 
Eagle Park on West Division 
Street and runs roughly 2 
¼ miles from the local train 

station to South Green-
hill Road. Workers broke 
ground on the project last 
year after an extended devel-
opment cycle.

“It was actually 17 years 
ago that the original green-
way plan was adopted,” Mt. 
Juliet Mayor Ed Hager ty 
said. “On the one hand, I 
hate that it took us 17 years 
to complete this and get this 
ready, but on the other hand 

I’m also very thrilled. If you 
think about 17 years ago in 
Mt. Juliet, the population 
was half what it is today … 
so much has changed in that 
17 year period, and this is so 
exciting for me to be here.”

Hagerty said the project 
took longer than expected 
because the city had to work 
with both the state and fed-
eral governments, along 
with the railroad company.

According to Deputy Pub-
lic Works Director Matthew 
White, the city covered 20% 

Mt. Juliet kicks off greenway system with Town Center Trail
City holds ribbon-cutting to 

celebrate project’s completion 
Ike, from left, 
Kate and Luke 
Parnell bike 
along Town 
Center Trail in 
Mt. Juliet on 
Monday after a 
ribbon-cutting 
commemorat-
ing the green-
way’s opening.
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BETHESDA, Md. — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Monday 
walked out of the military hospi-
tal where for three days he had 
been receiving an unprecedent-
ed level of care for COVID-19.

Wearing a mask and stepping 
gingerly, Trump left Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Cen-
ter for a waiting SUV that car-

ried him to Marine One for the 
short helicopter flight back to 
the White House.

Trump, who remains conta-
gious, was expected to contin-
ue his recovery from the White 
House, where he will be cared 
for 24/7 by a team of doctors 
and nurses.

Still, he indicated he won’t be 
kept off the campaign trail for 
long, tweeting “Will be back on 
the Campaign Trail soon!!!”

Trump’s doctor, Navy Cdr. 
Sean Conley, said the presi-
dent would not be fully “out of 
the woods” for another week 
but Trump had met or exceed-
ed standards for discharge from 
the hospital. Trump is expected 
to continue his recovery at the 
White House, where the reach of 
the outbreak that has infected the 
highest levels of the U.S. govern-
ment is still being uncovered.

Trump himself made a point of 

sounding confident. He tweeted, 
“I will be leaving the great Wal-
ter Reed Medical Center today 
at 6:30 P.M. Feeling really good! 
Don’t be afraid of Covid. Don’t 
let it dominate your life. ... I feel 
better than I did 20 years ago!”

Trump’s message that people 
shouldn’t fear the virus alarmed 
infectious disease experts and 
suggested the president’s own 
illness had not caused him to 
rethink his often-cavalier atti-
tude toward the disease, which 
has also infected the first lady 
and several White House aides, 

including new cases revealed on 
Monday.

“We have to be realistic in this: 
COVID is a complete threat to 
the American population,” said 
Dr. David Nace of the University 
of Pittsburgh Medical Center, 
an expert on infections in older 
adults.

“Most of the people aren’t so 
lucky as the president,” with an 
in-house medical unit and access 
to experimental treatments, 
Nace added.

Trump leaves hospital, returns to White House
President tells nation not to fear coronavirus
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