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Wilson County’s population 
surged nearly 30% in the past 
decade and now totals 147,737, 
according to just released 2020 
U.S. Census data.

“It’s exciting to know the true 
numbers,” said Wilson County 

Mayor Randall Hutto, who was 
mildly disappointed the coun-
ty had not reached the 150,000 
level. “It means more state and 
federal funds going to our towns 
and cities.”

The county added 33,744 resi-
dents between the 2010 census, 
which counted the population at 
113,993, and last year’s census, 

a 29.6% increase. It remains the 
10th most populous in the state.

The immediate impact, Hutto 
said, is that the redistricting pro-
cess at the county level can begin. 
The county commission will elect 
a redistricting committee that will 
work with Wilson County Elec-
tions Administrator Phil Warren 
and the county’s geographic infor-
mation systems staff to redraw 
districts for commissioners and 
other local level offices.

Statewide, while areas in and 
around Nashville saw a popula-
tion boom over the last decade, 
the greater Memphis region saw 
low or no growth, or lost people.

The updated information sets 
the stage for work on new politi-
cal maps in the state Legislature, 
where Republicans hold a 73-26 
House edge over Democrats and 
a 27-6 margin in the Senate, both 
supermajorities. The state grew 
by 8.9% — exceeding the 7.4% 

national rate — and increased 
to 6.9 million residents in 2020 
from 6.3 million repor ted in 
2010.

Tennessee won’t gain or lose 
any congressional districts. The 
House delegation currently 
includes seven Republicans and 
two Democrats, whose districts 
center on Nashville and Mem-
phis.

Wilson County grows nearly 30%
Population now 147,737, redistricting can begin
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The Wilson County Fair — 
Tennessee State Fair is fully 
under way following opening 
ceremonies Thursday, and had 
over 20,000 visitors attending. 
With a full slate of upcoming 
shows, events, tents, and ven-
dors, the 2021 version promis-
es to be a fun time, but seeds 
were also sown that night for 
future fairs to come.

Ground was broken on the 
Made in Tennessee Building to 
be completed by next year, and 
another groundbreaking for an 
Agricultural Learning Center is 
scheduled for Wednesday.

These developments harken 
to what Gov. Bill Lee said in his 
keynote speech about how the 
fair showcased, “America at its 
best, when we put our divisive-
ness aside.”

With the new Made in Ten-
nessee Building, “best in 
show” recipients from county 
fairs around the state will be 
able to bring in their wares to 
“showcase everything we find 

great about our state,” Lee 
said.

Randall Clemons, president 
of Wilson County Promotions 
and the Wilson County Fair, 
said that it’s about showing 
what all the counties in Ten-
nessee have to offer, “no mat-
ter what assets they may spe-
cialize in.”

“Every county in our state 
has a Farm Bureau office, and 
every county has an Ag Exten-
sion office,” said Clemons, who 
added that he hopes by work-
ing through these agencies and 
other county fairs the building 
will be a success. “We are on a 
journey for the next 12 months 
to take it where we envision it in 

2022. It will be the greatest edu-
cational tool to teach our chil-
dren as we go forward.”

Acknowledging agriculture 
as a driving component of the 
state’s economic sector, Clem-
ons added, “We need to contin-
ue to invest in our young peo-
ple in agriculture.”

Participating in the symbolic 
tossing of the first dirt were 
several state and local officials 
including Lee, Clemons, Coun-
ty Commissioner Sue Vanatta, 
County Mayor Randall Hutto, 
and U.S. Rep. John Rose.

Vanatta said she thought it 
was a great way to kick start 
the fair.

“I am very appreciative that 

the governor was there to dis-
cuss the idea of bringing the 
state fair to Wilson County,” 
she said. “The parade was 
great and it was an awesome 
opening night.”

Leading the audience in the 
opening prayer was Hutto. 
He thanked the farmers and 
leaders of Tennessee for their 
contributions that make the 
fair possible, and encouraged 
those attending to “celebrate 
this week in Wilson County,” 
and “make many memories.”

When Lee spoke, he remi-
nisced fondly of his youthful 
years backstage at fairs. He 
said he started showing calves 
in the fourth grade and added, 
“All my life I have loved the 
state fair. I’ve spent many a 
night in the cattle barns pre-
paring calves for the state fair.”

The governor said, “My love 
for and appreciation (of fairs) 
is the thrill of it for me. Tonight 
is a night for our state’s his-
tor y books, and celebrating 
the opening of this state fair is 
something that means a lot to 
me.”

Lee also recognized Tennes-
see’s 225 years of statehood. 
“We’re celebrating that with 
the theme, untold Tennessee, 
and asking people to submit 
stories of the regular everyday 
Tennesseans who make this 
state great.”

Despite rain, fair’s first night draws over 20,000
Ground broken  

on new buildings, 
Fairest of Fair  

and Miss Wilson 
County crowned

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Gov. Bill Lee hoists commemorative artwork given to him from representatives of the Wilson County Fair to celebrate the joining of county 
fair with the state fair on Thursday at the opening ceremony. From left are, Randall Clemons, president of Wilson County Promotions and 
the Wilson County Fair, Lee, First Lady Maria Lee, and Wilson County Promotions Executive Director Helen McPeak.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Members of the Lebanon Blue Devils Marching Band participate in 
the parade Thursday during the opening ceremony of the Wilson 
County Fair — Tennessee State Fair.
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The Mt. Juliet Board of Com-
missioners has denounced Dis-
trict 4 Commissioner Jennifer 
Milele’s social media activity, an 
action Milele is criticizing.

During Monday’s meeting 
of the board, Vice Mayor Ray 
Justice introduced a resolution 
directed at “racially motivated 
and divisive comments” posted 
by Milele on Twitter.

The resolution also opposes 
comments targeting individuals 
based on their race, sex, and 
religion made either on social 
media or in public.

Mt. Juliet 
resolution 

leads to 
council 
dispute

Racial, ‘divisive’ 
social media 

posts targeted
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The old grocery store known 
as the Fred’s building is cur-
rently being remodeled into a 
new home for the Wilson Coun-
ty Election Commission and 
according to the county’s lead 
election of ficial, it’s coming 
along “right on time.”

Phillip Warren, the county 
administrator of elections, said 
the renovations were moving 
along smoothly.

New Election 
Office 

renovations 
‘right on 
schedule’
Lead county 

election official 
remains confident of 

October move-in
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