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CU’s offense sputters  

in Saturday’s loss B175 cents

Temperatures may still be mild, but 
Compassionate Hands is seeking dona-
tions and volunteers before they open their 
doors to homeless residents of Lebanon.

This will be the seventh winter that 
Compassionate Hands has partnered with 

churches in the area to provide shelter for 
the homeless population in Wilson County.

This year there will be around 38 
churches involved by either providing 
church space or volunteers. Last winter 
there were 32 churches involved.

“We love having many churches of dif-
ferent denominations come together to 

address a community problem,” said John 
Grant, the executive director of Compas-
sionate Hands. “The volunteers and guests 
find great friendships with each other and 
challenge preconceived notions that they 
had about one another.”

Generations of Grace church will be 
hosting people this winter, for the fifth year 
in a row. Pastor Kathy Tack says it is a 
blessing to be able to provide men with a 
comfortable place to stay.

“We just feel blessed to be a part of the 
ministry and be able to help our commu-
nity in that way,” Tack said. “We are able to 
host up to six men each night. We provide 
them with toiletries, movies and games, 
but they’re all just appreciative to have a 
warm place to sleep.”

Tack urges other churches to get 
involved this winter.

SEE WINTER/PAGE A3

Compassionate Hands gearing up for winter

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Mt. Juliet Republican 
Women met this month with a 
guest speaker, focusing on the 
dangers of complacency.

Mt. Juliet’s chapter of the 
Republican Women, a national 
organization, is focused on pro-
moting conservative candidates 
for the state legislature and Con-
gress. The group put forward 
one member and local political 
advocate, Gwynne Queener, as 
the sole nominee to be elected  
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Mt. Juliet 
Republican 

Women  
host guest 

speaker
BY CEDRIC DENT JR.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Two days before ExxonMo-
bil goes to court Wednesday, 
facing New York state accusa-
tions the oil company misled 
investors about climate change, 
a team of researchers released 
a report Monday outlining the 
company and the broader fos-
sil fuel industry’s decadeslong 
campaign of deception, and its 
success at confusing the Ameri-
can public.

SEE TRIAL/PAGE A5

Just before trial, 
report details 
ExxonMobil’s 

disinformation

BY SUSANNE RUST
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Techniques similar to 
those of big tobacco

A
parade of princesses to 
rival Walt Disney World 
gathered at Lebanon 

High School on Saturday in 
celebration of the 10th annual 
Princess Character Breakfast.

The event raised 
approximately $1,000 to benefit 
the school’s Future Business 
Leaders of America club as 
they prepare to attend state and 
national competitions.

“We started with three 
princesses and a carriage the 
carpentry students built,” FBLA 
adviser Sherry Buchanan said. 
“The first time we had 16 kids 
(in the audience), the second 
year we had 53 and the most 
we’ve had is 576. It’s amazing to 
see that support — as the kids 
say, it’s magical.”

Today, the breakfast has a 
full roster of Disney princesses 
played by students from the 
high school, each representing 
a different trait from kindness 

to perseverance reflected in a 
speech they give to attendees.

Children attending are 
encouraged to dress up in 
costumes of their own, and 
have the opportunity for food, 
face painting and photos with 
each character.

“It’s great that the 

community comes out to 
support us, but it’s really about 
the kids having a fun day,” 
FBLA member Mitchell Ballard 
said. “We want them to be able 
to come out, dress up and have 
a great time over the weekend.”

Students, teachers and local 
businesses all come together 

each year to make the event 
possible, and it has become 
popular within the community. 
This year’s partners included 
Sweet Bites, Percilla Martin, 
Gianna Bakery, Purity, Dunkin’ 
Donuts, Big Lots and Walmart.

SEE FBLA/PAGE A9

Princess Character Breakfast celebrates 10 years

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Photos by Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat

Above left: Bryli Evans performs a song as Rapunzel during the 10th annual Princess Character Breakfast at Lebanon High School. Above 
right: Rebekah Brandt speaks to children at the Princess Character Breakfast about love while playing the role of Snow White — citing the 
character’s love for each of the seven dwarves, no matter their traits.

Photo by Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat 

A parade of princesses walks the red carpet during the 10th annual Princess Character Breakfast, a ben-
efit fundraiser held Saturday at Lebanon High School by its Future Business Leaders of America club.

Benefit helps FBLA 
students attend state, 
national competitions

Group seeks more volunteers, additional churches
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