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WILMINGTON, Delaware — 
President-elect Joe Biden sig-
naled strongly on Monday that 
fighting the raging pandemic will 
be the immediate priority of his 
new administration as the nation 
surpassed 10 million COVID-19 
cases, an abrupt shift from Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s more 

unworried approach to the virus.
Biden began with a direct 

appeal to all Americans to wear 
masks, a departure from Trump, 
who has mocked Biden and oth-
ers who make a point of always 
wearing protective face coverings 
when around others. In an official 
move, the president-elect formed 
a coronavirus advisory board 
dominated by scientists and doc-
tors, while Trump has had a fall-
ing out with the medical experts 
on his own virus task force.

The swift actions come at a crit-
ical moment in the U.S. effort to 

combat the coronavirus. Pharma-
ceutical giant Pfizer announced 
progress with its vaccine trial, 
helping send financial markets 
soaring. But surging caseloads, 
including new infections among 
leading figures in Tr ump’s 
administration, offered a fresh 
reminder that the nation is still in 
the grip of the worst pandemic in 
more than a century.

“The challenge before us right 
now is still immense and grow-
ing, and so is the need for bold 
action to fight this pandemic,” 
Biden said after being briefed on 

the virus. “We are still facing a 
dark winter.”

He called on Americans to sep-
arate politics from the virus and 
embrace mask-wearing.

“We could save tens of thou-
sands of lives if everyone would 
just wear a mask for the next 
few months. Not Democratic or 
Republican lives, American lives,” 
Biden said. “Please, I implore 
you, wear a mask.”

Over the past two weeks, the 
number of confirmed COVID-19 
cases has risen nearly 65%. The 
7-day rolling average for daily 

new cases in the U.S. went from 
66,294 on Oct. 25 to 108,736.7 on 
Sunday. In the past week, one of 
every 433 Americans was diag-
nosed with COVID-19, and hospi-
tals in several states are running 
out of space and staff.

Pfizer said Monday that its 
COVID-19 vaccine may be a 
remarkable 90% effective, based 
on early and incomplete test 
results. The drugmaker said it 
was on track to file an emergency 
use request with regulators later 
this month.

Biden focuses on virus in opening days of transition
Pfizer reports 

progress on vaccine
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The Mill at Christmas looked 
a bit different in its eighth year, 
but the two-day shopping event 
proved just as big a draw amid 
COVID-19.

Hundreds gathered at the Mill 
at Lebanon on Saturday to knock 
out their Christmas shopping, 
while others attended a VIP pre-
show on Friday to raise money 
for Compassionate Hands.

“Things went much better than 
anticipated,” event organizer Laura 
Comer said. “We probably had 500 
people last night and 2,000 today, 
and we have 103 vendors.”

Saturday marked the Mill’s 
first large-scale show since 
COVID-19 surfaced in the com-
munity. After testing the waters 
with the scaled-down July Shop-
ping Escape, staf f decided to 
move ahead with the Christmas 
event.

“We’re doing social distanc-
ing, and the booths are spaced 
out with 6 feet between them to 
facilitate it,” Comer said. “Santa’s 
not having kids sit on his lap — 
instead we have what we’re call-
ing a conversation area so they 
can give him their lists. And as 
far as the VIP night, instead of 
open appetizers Wildberry Cater-

ing did individually wrapped 
meals.”

Compassionate Hands Director 
of Ministry Development Shelia 
Weathers said the proceeds from 
the VIP night are going to help 
the organization shelter homeless 
people from the cold this winter.

“We bought a new building on 
Monday, and that is where the 
men will be housed this winter,” 
Weathers said. “The money will 
go toward all the things we have 
to do throughout the year. We 
recently hired a new staff mem-
ber so that’s another salary, and 
any donations we can get will go 
toward upkeep of the new shelter 
and supplies for our homeless.”

Costs associated with the new 
building include mortgage pay-
ments, utilities and furnishing. 
Compassionate Hands will pro-
vide shelter from Dec. 1 through 
March 15 this year, and the non-
profit set up a booth to highlight 
the effort on Saturday.

Other booths were showcases 
for small businesses from across 
the state, like Kay’s Kreations in 
Hendersonville. Owner Kay Wal-
lace is originally from Lebanon 
and attended the event for the sec-
ond year with a variety of seasonal 
customs in tow.

“We’re very happy with how 
things are going today,” Wallace 
said. “I love it because I’m seeing 
friends and family already, and I 
think people were ready to get out 
and do something.”

‘You can’t stop Christmas’
The Mill at Lebanon 
draws hundreds for 
holiday shopping 

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Ellie Brauss, right, and Tynleigh Bowers share their Christmas wishes with Santa Claus during The Mill at 
Christmas, a shopping event held on Friday and Saturday at the Mill at Lebanon.

Above left: Teddy Pyle, the owner of Teddy’s Workshop in Mt. Juliet, shows some of his custom woodwork-
ing and vinyl products to Kym Kirk during The Mill at Christmas. Above right: Socially-distanced vendors 
and masked shoppers made the 8th annual The Mill at Christmas look a bit different, but hundreds still 
turned out for the event on Saturday.
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Wilson County is hon-
oring its ser vice mem-

bers on Wednesday with 
the annual Veterans Day 
Parade, which kicks of f 
a t  roughly 10:30 a .m. 
from the public library on 

South Hatton Avenue.
Members of the public 

are encouraged to join in the 
route, which ends at the Wil-
son County Veterans Plaza 
on 304 E. Main St. followed 
by a program and ceremony 
at 11 a.m.

Wilson County to celebrate service 
members with Veterans Day Parade 
Mt. Juliet Breakfast Rotary Club serving 

veterans free drive-thru meals BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Commission 
is set to vote Monday on whether to 
replace Mt. Juliet Middle School’s 
gymnasium roof for $423,000 with a 
30-year warranty.

“It is in bad shape,” Wilson County 
Director of Schools Donna Wright 
told the county’s education commit-
tee on Thursday. “Leaks, damage on 
the walls, tar coming down.”

Wilson County Commission to 
vote on $423K roof repair at MJMS 
District awaiting OK for demolition at West Wilson, Stoner Creek 
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Comprehensive Cancer Care
Now available in the heart of Wilson County

Comprehensive, personalized care. Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center at Wilson County

offers expertise in your specific cancer, the very latest pinpoint precision radiation technology,

a team approach for comprehensive treatment planning, and the convenience of getting

leading cancer care close to home. VanderbiltWilsonCountyHospital.com/Cancer-Care

Medical Oncology: (615) 936-8422 | Radiation Oncology: (615) 443-6006

Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center at Wilson County is an outpatient department of Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
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