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Residents hold candles at a vigil Sunday in remembrance of Rowan Frensley, the 7-year-old who was killed in an accident after the Mt. 
Juliet Christmas parade on Saturday.

The crowd slowly gathered around 
the tent in the parking lot of the Mt. Juliet 
Middle School while volunteers handed 
out candles at the table beside it. Friends 
of the family of Rowan Frensley, the 
7-year-old boy killed after the Mt. Juliet 
Christmas parade Saturday, hugged each 
other as they wiped away tears.

The vigil for Rowan, a first-grade stu-
dent at W.A. Wright Elementary School 
in Mt. Juliet, was held Sunday afternoon 
at 4 p.m. in front of the school. Bran-
di Sprague, a den leader with Rowan’s 
Boy Scout troop, Cub Scout Pack 912, 
walked around the crowd pinning blue 
ribbons on the lapels of the spectators.

“Rowan was in our den, he was one 
of our leaders,” said Sprague. “I always 
picked on him because he had a cute 
little cowlick. He is going to be greatly 
missed.”

Den leader for Cub Scout Pack 912, 
Robert Fry, said the Frensleys have 

been part of his organization for years 
because of Rowan’s older brother, Hud-
son. He said Rowan really stood out as 
a leader and showed great potential in 
the Boy Scouts.

“Jana star ted working with the 
Tigers and then with the Lions and 
Art’s always been there to help us,” 
said Fry of Rowan’s parents, Jana and 
Art Frensley. “We used their shop to 
build derby cars. We even used their 
shop to build the float.”

Art and Jana Frensley were not pres-
ent at the vigil. Neighbors and friends 
praised the family for how involved 
both parents were with their son’s 
activities. Tammie Brittain, a neigh-
bor and friend of the Frensleys, began 
a Go Fund Me page for the family to 
help pay for hospital bills and the funer-
al. She said she set the cap at $2,000 
but by 4 p.m. Sunday, the amount on 
the page had already surpassed that 
amount by $45,500.

“Oh my God, this kid had the biggest 
heart, his smile could light up a room,” 
said Brittain. “Everyone is saying I raised 
all this money, but I didn’t, this commu-
nity did. Mt. Juliet is truly amazing, the 
support they have shown and the love.  
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Vigil held for boy killed in 
Mt. Juliet Christmas parade
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He ‘had the biggest 
heart, his smile could 

light up a room’

Submitted photo

Rowan Frensley, 7, died Saturday after being run 
over by a trailer after the Mt. Juliet Christmas 
parade.

The City of Lebanon is receiv-
ing $5.7 million in loans for 
improvements to water infra-
structure through the State 
Revolving Fund Loan Program.

Gov. Bill Lee and the Tennes-
see Department of Environment 
and Conservation Commissioner 
David Salyers announced the 
package, which consists of two 
separate loans, on Monday.

Funding will go toward a sewer 
project including the replacement 
of 7,000 linear feet of the Blair 
Lane collection system ($4.3 mil-
lion) and the construction of a 
1-million-gallon water storage tank 
at Seay Hill ($1.4 million).

“This is all about clean water 
and sewer management,” Lebanon 
Mayor Bernie Ash said. “Some of 
these are ongoing projects, and  
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Lebanon native Rosie Wil-
liams didn’t expect to spot Mick-
ey and Minnie Mouse entertain-
ing children while on a Saturday 
drive through downtown.

After stopping to get a clos-
er look, she discovered the 
scene was part of Christmas on 
the Square, an annual celebra-
tion that draws in hundreds for 
food, shopping and live music.

“This is our first time com-

ing to Christmas on the Square,” 
Williams said while shopping 
for antiques with her husband. 
“You can always find some really 
odd and unique gifts in a place 
like this, and we’re hoping to get 
some Christmas shopping done.”

Each of the shops lining the 
square was filled with custom-
ers throughout the day, while 
children lined up outside the 
Lebanon Wilson Chamber of 
Commerce for photos with 
Santa Claus.

“The event was a lot of fun 
despite the weather,” chamber 
President Melanie Minter said. 
“We had fun for all ages, and 
we were very excited to see  
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Families gather 
for downtown 

tradition

The rooms at The Salvation 
Army complex at 723 Lake St. 
in Lebanon slowly filled up Fri-
day afternoon as Salvation Army 
Director of Family Ser vices 
Marie Wulfing, along with her 
husband, Assistant Corp Of fi-
cer Steve Wulfing, brought the 
donated toys in one package at 
a time. Marie began laying down 
pieces of tape with numbers 
on them as Lebanon Salvation 
Army Commanding Officer Tom 
Freeman pulled into the lot with 
another minivan load of toys.

They were preparing for the 
Salvation Army Angel Tree pro-
gram. Marie said she, Steve and 
Tom would begin distribruting 
the toys at the center on Satur-
day, with giveaways continuing 
until every toy had an owner.

“Over the next week we will 
be giving away $20,000 worth 
of toys,” said Marie Wulfing. 
“We’ll be picking up donations 
from Fed-Ex, Famous Footwear, 
churches and all kinds of places.”

She said the hardest demo-
graphic to cover for Christmas 
donations are teens. Most people  
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Organization  
offers more than 

Christmas presents
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Sandy Claus, at left, shares stories with a group of children includ-
ing Emmerson Gros, right, during Lebanon’s annual Christmas on 
the Square.
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