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Lebanon’s mayoral race is heating 
up with early voting on the horizon, 
and the candidates squared off in a 
debate at Cumberland University on 
Thursday to make their cases.

Incumbent Bernie Ash is facing 
three challengers: Cumberland Uni-
versity professor Rick Bell, former 
city councilor Rob Cesternino and 
artist-actor John DeMoor. Here are 
some of the key takeaways from 
their conversation:

FLOODING, FINANCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT  
TAKE CENTER STAGE

The candidates shared distinct 
perspectives on Lebanon’s single 

greatest challenge, offering a closer 
look at their priorities.

DeMoor wants to focus on the city’s 
flooding issue, while Ash sees growth 
management as the chief concern. 
Bell and Cesternino both emphasized 
fiscally conservative budgeting.

“Right now I think the biggest chal-
lenge that we have facing Lebanon is 
the flooding problem,” DeMoor said. 
“My solution entails, briefly, taking 
one of the drainage ditches now, put 
some concrete or composite con-
structed drain pipes in there — very 
large ones — and bury them as far 
as the water drainage coming in after 
heavy storms and the rising creeks 
under the city.”

DeMoor envisions those pipes run-
ning under buildings and approaching 

the city while making sure the water 
does not drain out into a neighbor-
hood. He also wants to start a com-
munity effort to address out neighbor-
hood drainage backups.

“Identify the areas where the water 
is stagnant and collecting and causing 
a backup, clear those areas as far as 
it’s going to take,” he said. “I don’t 
mean put pipe all the way down the 
Cumberland River, but pipe under 
the city, coming into the city, leaving 
the city … and then take a look at the 
drainage ditches to make sure the 
water flows away from the city and on 
down in areas where it will not cause 
flooding in other neighborhoods and 
residential areas.”

Lebanon mayoral candidates 
outline positions during debate

Floods, finances and growth dominate discussion 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Lebanon mayoral candidates, from left, Rob Cesternino, Bernie Ash, John DeMoor and Rick Bell, face off in a debate at 
Cumberland University on Thursday, fielding questions from moderators Mike Alexieff, editor and publisher of the Leba-
non Democrat, left, and Bill McKee, Cumberland University provost and vice president for academic affairs.
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Watertown’s Annual Fall Mile Long Yard Sale is 
bringing antiques, collectibles, food and more to 
the city square starting at 7 a.m. on Saturday.

The event has been a community tradition for 
roughly three decades and has more than 100 
vendors on board this year. It also marks a return 
to normalcy for Watertown amid COVID-19.

“We normally do two a year in the spring and 
fall,” yard sale coordinator Jim Amero said. “With 
the virus we had to cancel the one in the spring, 
but we decided to go ahead with this one. We’re 
asking people to socially distance and recommend-
ing masks.”

Attendees are also asked to bring small change 
and their own hand sanitizer since the city does not 
have sanitizing stations set up. Amero said all the 
spots for this year’s event are filled, and shoppers 
can expect them to be set up into the late afternoon 
and early evening.

Watertown’s 
Annual Fall Mile 

Long Yard Sale on  
for this Saturday

City’s trademark event returns 
after spring cancellation 
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A Trump administration offi-
cial leading the response to the 
coronavirus pandemic says the 
U.S. can expect delivery of a vac-
cine starting in January 2021, 
despite statements from the 

president that inoculations could 
begin this month.

And a growing, bipartisan cho-
rus of lawmakers, experts and 
public health officials says the 
country is ill prepared for a pro-
jected winter surge of COVID-19.

Dr. Robert Kadlec said in an 
email Friday that the administra-

tion “is accelerating production 
of safe and effective vaccines ... 
to ensure delivery starting Janu-
ary 2021.” Kadlec is the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices’ assistant secretary of pre-
paredness and response.

President Donald Trump has 
said at rallies, debates and press 
conferences that a vaccine could 
arrive within weeks. “We think 

we can start sometime in Octo-
ber,” Trump said at a White 
House press briefing last month.

Kadlec wasn’t the first health 
of ficial to counter the presi-
dent’s optimistic timeline. Health 
and Human Ser vices Secre-
tar y Alex Azar said Thursday 
that there could be 100 million 
vaccine doses available by the 
end of the year “pending FDA 

authorizations.” And Dr. Mon-
cef Slaoui, who is leading the 
government’s vaccine ef for t, 
told Marketwatch on Friday that 
researchers could know “by late 
October, or November, or in 
December” whether one of the 
vaccines in development is effec-
tive, but that it would then take 
weeks to get emergency authori-
zation to administer it.

White House official says virus vaccine is expected in January
Projected winter surge raises concern
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Wilson County is expected to receive at least 
$707,000 in reimbursements through the CARES 
Act this year as officials work to determine eligi-
ble expenses.

The COVID-19 stimulus package passed in 
March allocated Wilson County roughly $2.1 mil-
lion to combat the virus. That amount will cover a 
variety of purchases from this fiscal year such as 
building improvements and spraying systems.

County secures at 
least $707K in 

COVID-19 relief 
Funds to be distributed by Dec. 30
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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