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As people race to the store for 
this year’s Black Friday deals, 
rates of certain types of crime 
typically go up. To prevent 
these statistics from creating 
victims, local law-enforcement 
agencies are ramping up patrols 
at highly-trafficked areas.

Increased boots on the 
ground is just one measure 
that police depar tments in 

Wilson County are taking to 
prevent holiday shoppers from 
becoming the latest victims to 
opportunistic criminals.

Mt. Juliet Police Department 
(MJPD) Public Information 
Of ficer Tyler Chandler, said 
that his agency will be provid-
ing extra attention in the city’s 
shopping areas as part of Oper-
ation Safe Shopper.

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion’s Shop Small Saturday is this weekend, 
and Wilson County is getting in on the fun.

One small business owner in Mt. Juliet, 
Crystal Horne, is sharing her space to 
help amplify small businesses around the 
county that may not have a brick and mor-
tar storefront. Horne said that in a lot of 
cases, businesses are run out of private 
homes, maybe with websites or Facebook 
pages to promote the brands.

Horne owns Re:MOVE//Training, a fit-
ness center with locations in Mt. Juliet and 
Lebanon. The Mt. Juliet location, located 
at 11620 Lebanon Road, will be the site 
of the four-hour Small Business Saturday 
Fair, which kicks off at noon.

BY CHANDLER INIONS
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Lebanon High School students’ 
access to mechatronics education 
is set to expand after a $1-million 
injection in Tennessee College of 
Applied Technology (TCAT) Harts-
ville primes the pump for new 
courses.

What is mechatronics exactly?
According to one TCAT website, 

“Mechatronics combines training 
in two existing fields — industrial 

maintenance and machine-tool tech-
nology.”

A mechatronics technician is 
responsible for ensuring all compo-
nents of a manufacturing operation, 

like mechanics, electronics, control 
engineering and computing are all 
working properly.

Local police stepping up 
patrols for gift shoppers

Annual statistics reveal certain 
crime increases around holidays

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

The Mt. Juliet Police Department and Lebanon Police Department will 
be ramping up patrols this holiday season to try and minimize the crim-
inal activity that usually increases during this time of year. Measures will 
include plain-clothes officers and parking-lot surveillance towers.
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The Mt. Juliet Board of Com-
missioners defers on its redraw-
ing of the city’s four districts 
at its meeting held on Monday 
evening.

The board voted unanimously 
to defer on the ordinance until 
its next meeting in two weeks.

The city board has discussed 
Mt. Juliet’s redistricting for 
more than a a month. The board 
also looked at three dif ferent 
proposals of a redrawing on the 
city’s voting districts through-
out the upcoming period.

City officials, including Geo-
graphic Information Systems 
(GIS) Administrator Rob Ealy, 
see their ef for ts at redistrict-
ing as an opportunity to balance 
their population numbers in 
each district.

District 3, which is in the 
east and central por tions of 
Mt. Juliet, would have the most 
significant change as it would 
move south over Interstate-40, 
which leads to the entire west-
ern por tion from South Mt. 
Juliet Road being redrawn into 
that district.

District  4 would become 
smaller due to those changes 
in District 3, while District 1, 
which incorporates much of 
the north side, will move south. 
District 2, located in the west 
portion of Mt. Juliet, will move 
east.

District 1 Commissioner Ray 
Justice said that Mt. Juliet’s 
redistricting will provide a sig-
nificant impact to both his dis-
trict and District 3.

Ealy suggested that the city 
commission go with its second 
redrawing of the city’s districts, 
which would allow the Jackson 
Hills neighborhood to be in Dis-
trict 3, and for an area west of 
North Mt. Juliet Road to be in 
District 1.

District 1 Commissioner Ray 
Justice noted that a section far-
thest west of Lebanon Road, 
which he currently holds, will 
have to move into District 2.

Ealy said that it could be eas-
ily admitted into this district, 
given that this section has more 
than 40 or 50 residents.

Justice suggested that they 
look over the different propos-
als of Mt. Juliet’s redistricted 
maps for the next two weeks.

District 2 Commissioner Bill 
Trivett recommended that the 
city commission to work togeth-
er on correcting their redraw-
ing of Lebanon Road into their 
district map while addressing 
other concerns over the city’s 
redistricting.

Mt. Juliet 
BOC decides 
to postpone 
redistricting

Time to shop small this Saturday

Nationwide movement 
champions area 
business owners

Craig Harris/Lebanon Democrat

Markhams Shoes is one of the locally-owned small businesses on the square in downtown 
Lebanon. This Saturday, the city, chamber of commerce and the nonprofit, Historic Leba-
non, are partnering together encourage shoppers to consider a Lebanon business when 
they go out to gather gifts for loved ones.

Submitted

Shopping small helps the local businesses 
that operate in and around a person’s neigh-
borhood. By spending money locally, the 
customer ensures that revenue stays nearby, 
bolstering the local economy.

$1M injection bolsters educational opportunity

Thanks to the GIVE Program, Tennessee College of Applied Technology (TCAT) 
Hartsville will be partnering with area high schools to offer students a chance 
to explore the world of mechatronics with aim and inspiring some to take up 

the mantle as a career. Thanks to the GIVE Program, TCAT — which has a Leba-
non campus — will be able to invest $1 million into the mission.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat
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