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BY ANDY REED
AREED@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Great COVID-19 Pandemic of 
2020 has turned the world into one 
of social isolation and online work-
ing and studying.

Like schools of all levels across 
the country, Cumberland Universi-
ty’s campus is closed to the general 
public with classes and other events 
canceled for the remainder of the 
semester.

But learning must go on.
Cumberland is in the second 

week of online instruction. Teach-
ers took a day during spring break 
a couple of weeks ago for a crash 
course in the technology needed 
for this virtual new world and have 
implemented it since last Monday.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Whether it’s an at-risk senior citi-
zen or a stay-at-home mom, COVID-
19 has made buying groceries a 
stressful task for many county resi-
dents.

However, the Lebanon Police 
Depar tment and Wilson County 
Sheriff’s Office are helping families 
avoid that next shopping trip by coor-
dinating their Blue Light Delivery 

and Senior Citizens Awareness Net-
work programs.

“Both programs stand well on 
their own, and I think they com-
plement each other well when we 
work together,” Sgt. P.J. Hardy of the 
Lebanon Police Department said. 
“SCAN’s visitation portion has been 
suspended, but they’re still deliver-
ing donated food items. Our service 

Police, sheriff join forces to feed families 
Agency programs offer grocery pickup, delivery

BLUE LIGHT DELIVERY AND SCAN 

ASSISTANCE: WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
• Blue Light Delivery (615-257-6001 ext. 

3015): Lebanon Police Department provides 

grocery pickup and delivery services for anyone 

within city limits, must have paid for the order 

online

• SCAN (615-444-1412 ext. 499): Wilson 

County Sheriff’s Office delivers donated food 

items to county seniors and offers regular phone 

calls to check in

Learning goes  
on(line) at 

Cumberland

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Mt. Juliet Board of Commis-
sioners unanimously approved a 
resolution declaring a state of emer-
gency in response to COVID-19 at 
a special called meeting Monday, 
following Wilson County’s own dec-
laration at noon the same day.

Under the resolutions, social gath-
erings of 10 or more people are pro-
hibited, and dine-in areas of restau-
rants and bars are required to close. 
Gyms and exercise facilities are also 
closed until further notice, while 
nursing homes, assisted living facili-
ties and regional health facilities are 
closed to visitors.

The order also authorizes both 
governing bodies to appropriate and 
expend public funds, enter contracts 
and incur obligations and hire per-
manent and temporary employees 
as deemed necessar y to address 
COVID-19.

“It is important to note that each 
entity within county government is 
its own jurisdiction,” Wilson County 
Mayor Randall Hutto said in a state-
ment announcing the order. “This is 
why you will see cities and counties 

Wilson 
County, Mt. 
Juliet now 
under state 

of emergency 
Officials join Lebanon 
in adopting Gov. Lee’s 

executive order
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The number of COVID-19 
cases rose from 7 to 10 in Wil-
son County and from 667 to 784 
in the state in the 24-hour peri-
od ending at 2 p.m. Wednesday. 
Three people in the state have 
died from the disease, accord-
ing to the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health.

In Wilson County, the two 
public school systems are 
adhering to Gov. Bill Lee’s 
request to keep schools closed 
through April 24. On Tuesday, 
both Wilson County Schools 
and the Lebanon Special School 
District announced they would 
extend their closures to April 
3, from March 27, but then Lee 
made his request to stay out 
until April 24.

Lee ’s  recommendat ion 
comes just a week after he ini-
tially recommended all Ten-
nessee school districts to close 
through March 31.

Despite the extension of 
school closures, the mood was 
upbeat and determined at Cas-
tle Heights Elementary School 
on Wednesday morning.

The Family Resource Center 
had just received a large box 
truck full of food for the week-
end backpack meal program 
collected by Lebanon’s The 
Journey Church, and people 
were beginning to arrive to pick 
up meals for their children.

Kayla Hoover was there 
with her sons, Jaydin, 13, and 
Mason, 10, who both attend 
Southside Elementary School

“I thought I wouldn’t miss 
school,” said Jaydin. “But I am 
missing it.”

Castle Heights cafeteria man-
ager Pam McPeak said she and 
her staff were being meticulous 
about disinfecting and washing 
hands, even as they work to 
brighten children’s days.

“We are geared up to do 
this,” McPeak said. “The kids 
are excited to see us.”

At the state level, Education 
Commissioner Penny Schwinn 
endorsed Lee’s recommenda-
tion.

“This is an unprecedented 
time for our country and state 
and we thank Governor Lee for 
his leadership in protecting the 
health and wellbeing of Tennes-
see’s students and teachers. We 
know school closures represent 
a significant disruption for fam-
ilies and students and the rec-
ommendation to extend them 
has not been considered light-
ly,” Schwinn said in a statement.

The Department of Educa-
tion continues to work with 
school districts to ensure 
students are receiving meals 
and distance learning contin-
ues while school buildings are 
closed, Schwinn added.

“Even in the midst of these 

challenges, we have seen an 
incredible outpouring from 
districts, schools, and teach-
ers going above and beyond 
to ensure students continue to 
have access to food and have 
the supports they need to con-
tinue learning. This is a huge 

testament to our resilience as 
a state and the dedication of 
our educators and leaders.”

Williamson County Schools 
has already announced that 
its schools will remain closed 

State cases 784; Wilson County 
schools closed through April 24
Ten reported 
locally with 
COVID-19

Photos by Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Kayla Hoover accepts meals from Wilson County Sheriff’s deputy and school resource officer Michael 
Randolph on Wednesday at Castle Heights Elementary School. The meals are for Hoover’s sons 
Mason, visible in car, and Jaydin.

Castle Height Elementary School cafeteria manager Pam McPeak 
talks with Wilson County Sheriff’s deputy and school resource offi-
cer Michael Randolph as they prepare meals for pickup Wednes-
day at the school.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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