
An article on Page A1 Tuesday should 

have said Gregory Dental Group staff 

are storing their N95 masks in paper — 

not plastic — bags after disinfecting 

them with ultraviolet light.
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BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Com-
mission approved a resolution 
authorizing up to $6.4 million in 
bonds to cover upgrades at Wil-
son Central High School at its 
meeting Monday, with a divid-
ed vote of 16-9.

Severa l  commiss ioners 
balked at the timing of the item 
because of uncertainties sur-
rounding both the county and 

school budgets, but a vote to 
defer failed to gather enough 
support.

The bond is scheduled to be 
paid back through 2035, and 
will cover costs for lighting 
upgrades, HVAC upgrades and 
roof replacement at Wilson 
Central High School.

“As far as what we’re doing 
with this program, the pro-
gram’s coming out of savings,” 
Wilson County Deputy Director 

of Schools Mickey Hall told the 
commission. “We’re not asking 
you all for any money, but for 
you to approve the bond.”

Although the county govern-
ment will not shoulder the cost 
of the bond, the Wilson County 
Board of Education has asked 
the commission for funding in 
its 2020-21 budget — arguing 
that keeping a status quo bud-
get is not reasonable alongside 
continued school growth.

“No one knows what the 
sales tax revenue is going to 
look like, which funds our 
school system,” District 3 Com-
missioner Bobby Franklin said. 
“It could be down a good ways 
for a long time, we don’t know 
how fast it’s going to come 
back, and we also don’t know 
how much we’re going to have 
to shore up the education side 
of things with the general fund 
and debt going into this budget. 
I don’t believe this is a good 

Commissioners clash over 
$6.4M bond as budgets loom 
Repair project for Wilson Central approved 16-9 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Mt. Juliet High School 
football program has been 
placed on probation and sanc-
tioned by the Tennessee Sec-
ondary School Athletic Associ-
ation for recruiting violations 
that occurred earlier this year.

According to a letter from 
the TSSAA, which governs 
high school sports, to then Mt. 
Juliet High School Principal 
Leigh Ann Rainey, violations 
by coaches included inviting 
non-MJHS students to partici-
pate in “virtual” workouts and 
position meetings.

In addition, the Wilson 
County Schools leadership 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Lebanon is projecting more 
than $175,000 in annual expens-
es for the Mitchell House after 
completing renovations on the 
building a few months ago.

The city had previously spent 
$1.4 million to purchase and 
repair the property, citing a lack 
of space at Lebanon City Hall, 
and five departments now use 
the building as of fice space. 
With the move complete, the 
Lebanon City Council discussed 
its future expenses during a bud-
get work session on Monday.

“That budget,  we have 
reduced it by almost $247,000, 
taking out the improvement 
lines, and it’s pretty well status 
quo also,” Mayoral Assistant 
Debbie Jessen said. “If you 
haven’t had the treat of com-
ing by here, you’re going to be 
pleasantly surprised when you 
see the building. We have pol-
ished and buffed, and it’s quite 
impressive.”

The largest line item in the 
proposed Mitchell House bud-
get includes $55,000 for util-
ities, which is an estimate of 
their annual costs with 13 offic-
es in the building.

“We don’t have a full year’s 
worth of data yet, but hopefully 
that will suffice for the whole 
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BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Jimmy Floyd Family Cen-
ter in Lebanon reopened today 
after being closed for weeks 
because of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The city-owned center, which 
includes exercise facilities, 
indoor and outdoor pools, rac-
quetball and basketball courts 
and an aerobics studio, will be 
operating under restrictions 
to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

Center Director Tim Hill said 
he and his staff have spent the 
last two months deep clean-
ing, painting and updating the 
20-year-old facility, which has 
about 6,000 members, not includ-
ing the Cumberland University 
students who have access.

“I’m ready for people to get 
back in here,” Hill said Wednes-
day, even as he acknowledged 
the difficulty that will come with 
the restrictions.

A limited number of people will 
be allowed in at a time, he said. 
That will be 30 in the wellness 
room, which includes treadmills 
and exercise machines, 45 on the 
walking track, 30 in the indoor 
pool and three in the free weights 
room. Aerobics classes will be 
limited to 10, or 20 if the class is 

held in the basketball gym.
People will have their tempera-

ture taken as they enter, and if 
it’s 100.4 degrees or above, they 
will be turned away. The basket-
ball and racquet ball courts will 
remain closed, as will the day-
care.

“The patrons have got to use 

common sense,” Hill said. “I’m 
not going to walk around and say, 
‘Y’all separate.’ ”

Nichol Teague, the center’s 
marketing and programming 
director, is also ready to be open 
again.

Lebanon’s Jimmy Floyd Center reopening

Restrictions will be in place to protect from coronavirus

Photos by Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Jimmy Floyd Family Center Marketing and Programming Director Nichol Teague does some cleaning in the aerobics studio Wednesday in 
preparation for reopening.

Cassie Blum, a part-time lifeguard at the center, checks the indoor pool’s chlorine level Wednesday
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