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Forty-eight hours may not seem 
like enough time to shoot a movie, 
let alone write and edit it, but Wil-
son Central High School student 
Isabelle Leonard led her team to 
do just that for the 48 Hour Global 
Film Challenge.

“MAR-E 01” is a coming-of-age 
science fiction short film about a 

girl and her mother’s conflicting 
personalities — set against the 
backdrop of her friendship with a 
robotic sheep. The project won the 
U.S. finals and is currently compet-
ing internationally for a spot at the 
Cannes Film Festival.

“I think it’s really awesome that 
we made a film with story, subtext 
and symbolism that had a quirky 
look,” Leonard, who co-directed, 

produced and edited the project, 
said. “I don’t know how we did it in 
48 hours, but it was so much fun, 
and I loved working with everyone.”

Leonard met most of her crew 
members while attending the Ten-
nessee Governor’s School for the 
Arts at MTSU last year and brought 
in WCHS classmates Ellie Cagle and 
Lane Stanley to round out the team.

“We all share a passion for film-

making, and we wanted to come 
together and take this on,” director 
of photography and associate pro-
ducer Cason Smith said. “It’s been 
incredibly humbling and awe-in-
spiring, and it brings so much joy 
to my heart. I’m 18, and I’m pret-
ty sure I’m the oldest person on 
my team. It shows that a group of 
teenagers can create something 
that goes toe-to-toe with film pro-

fessionals if they put in the effort.”
Part of that effort involved being 

able to adapt. Organizers gave the 
team two genres to pick from, and 
they had to work one specific prop, 
line and character each into their 
script.

“We were given a choice 
between mystery and sci-fi, and for 

Students go global after winning national film contest
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Mt. Juliet police officers and fire-
fighters rescued a 14-year-old girl 
from a flooded creek on Tuesday.

The girl, Courtney Lloyd, had 
entered the creek to help a 11-year-
old boy who had fallen into Cedar 
Creek, according to a news release 
from the Mt. Juliet Police Depart-
ment.

The incident happened around 
4:30 p.m. behind the 4000 block of 
Pisano Street. Officers arrived to 
find Courtney in the creek holding 
on to a thin tree branch.

Sgt. Robert Kimbrough took off 
his ballistic vest, put on a flotation 
vest, and entered the creek. Using 
a rope, other officers held on to 
Kimbrough as he swam out to the 
girl. He and Courtney were then 
pulled back to shore and firefight-
ers hoisted her up the steep bank.

While investigating the events 
that led up to the rescue, it was 
determined that Courtney ended 
up in the flooded creek because 
she jumped in to rescue an 11-year-
old boy who fell in, according to 
the release.
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Volunteers in Lebanon are 
now caring for more than 600 
animals rescued from a Buchan-
an home last week after the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment found a toddler in a cage 
on the property.

The adults involved were 
arrested, while the child was 
placed in custody of Child Pro-
tective Services and the animals 
surrendered to the Animal Res-
cue Corps Operations Center in 
Lebanon.

“This is our only leased build-
ing,” ARC Public Information 
Officer Michael Cunningham 
said. “We’re not a shelter. We 
only work with law enforcement 
to handle live animal evidence in 
criminal cases. When the num-
bers are small officers can han-
dle it, but at some point the law 
becomes unenforceable because 
there are too many.”

ARC found the animals from 
Buchanan living in poor condi-
tions without proper care, and 

many had untreated wounds and 
diseases.

“Live animal evidence is dif-
ferent, because animals heal and 
get better,” Cunningham said. 
“People are charged for the con-
dition of the animal when we 
found it, so it’s critical to docu-
ment their care. We keep every 
nail we trim, every tick we pull 
away and every mat we pull out 
of their fur.”

ARC also works with a nation-
wide network of shelters to place 
the animals after they recover. 
Area volunteers come in through-
out the week to socialize with 
them and provide treatment, and 

those interested can email volun 
teer@animalrescuecorps.org.

“For 15 years I worked with 
another of the volunteers, and 
we both got laid off in Novem-
ber,” volunteer Lisa Knight said. 
“This is my second day here … 
it’s about going and loving on 
the animals and doing some spot 
cleans.”

Knight said the animals grew 
noticeably friendlier after just 
a day, when before they were 
afraid of human hands and bit at 
people.

Veterinary volunteers like 
Alexa Ferrari also provide health 
care for every one of the animals.

“They get an intake exam 
on-site, and once we get them 
they go through examination 
here,” she said. “It’s overwhelm-
ing at first, especially making 
sure you examine the ones who 
got sick when it’s such a large 
case.”

Ferrari said many of them are 
afraid of people at first, and it can 
be difficult to coax them out.

“You have to take it slow and 
earn their trust,” she said. “It’s all 
about showing them you’re not 
the people who hurt them, the 
people they’re used to.”

Cunningham said ARC is about 
two thirds of the way through vet-
ting, and plans to find shelters for 
the animals soon.

“We try not to place them in 
Tennessee because we want to 
relieve the pet overpopulation 
problem, so we’ll be moving a lot 
of them up north,” he said. “The 
mice will be some of the hardest 
to place. People have pet rats, but 
mice are harder.”

Cunningham said ARC always 
has need for volunteers, espe-
cially caregivers, vet techs and 
groomers.

“When it isn’t a pandemic I’ll 
overstaff because it gets the ani-
mals more socialized and allows 
the community to be a part of 
it,” he said. “What I normally tell 
people is if you’ve got one work-
ing arm I can put you to work.”

Lebanon helping animals rescued from Henry County
Animal Rescue 

Corps heads effort 
through local 

operations center 
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Veterinarian Alexa Ferrari, left, and Animal Rescue Corps volunteer Sandy Carney care for a 10-week old puppy that was among 622 ani-
mals rescued from a Henry County home last week.

Animal Rescue Corps Public Information Officer Michael Cunning-
ham feeds a Chihuahua as part of a socialization effort to help the 
rescued animals get used to human hands.

Mt. Juliet 
police rescue 

girl from 
flooded creek

14-year-old had 
jumped in to help boy

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Tuesday marked a milestone for 
Fiddlers Grove Historic Village, 
which was heavily damaged by the 
March 3 tornado. A ribbon cutting 
was held to commemorate the 
reopening of the popular attraction 
on the fairgrounds in Lebanon.

Grove volunteers, supporters, 
public officials and other gathered 
under leaden skies to celebrate the 
step toward normalcy in what has 
been a decidedly abnormal four 
months.

Grove Director Gwen Scott said 
she is pleased to see booking for 
weddings and family reunions 
coming in.

“We even have a couple of 
school tours scheduled,” she said. 
“We’re ready for business.”

Wilson County Promotions Pres-
ident Randall Clemons gave the 
crowd a brief recounting of the 
grove’s founding, from the concept 
in 1989 to groundbreaking in 1991 
to becoming home to 22 historic 
buildings in just three years.

“It’s truly been a success for Wil-
son County in preserving its histo-
ry,” he said.

Pat Ryan, president of the grove’s 

Fiddlers Grove 

back in business

SEE FILM/PAGE A8

SEE RESCUE/PAGE A10

SEE GROVE/PAGE A10

http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A10&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A10&uuid=646902ae-0202-5561-8271-c09260abc1b4

