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Barbara and Larry Damon sat in the 
Wilson County Sheriff’s Office at the end 
of June, the second trip that they have 
made to the office since their first born 
son Scotty Damon was found dead after 
being missing for several days in 2017.

Scotty Damon, 40, of Mt. Juliet, was 
found in the Tennessee River between 
Benton and Humphreys counties far from 
his Mt. Juliet home.

It’s been 19 months since Scotty Damon 
was killed, the details of which are still 
unclear and authorities won’t talk about 

the investigation, 19 months of pain and 
questions that haunt those that are left 
behind.

“We just don’t want people to forget that 
he was here, that we love him, we miss 
him, and that we want the person or per-
sons involved in his death to be brought to 
justice,” Barbara Damon said.

The Damons, who live in Arkan-
sas, described their son as an intelligent 
man who was a former Boy Scout and 
ROTC cadet who loved the outdoors and 
loved his three sons the most, coming to  
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Parents seek answers in son’s 2017 homicide

BY MATT MASTERS
MMASTERS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

“Alibis” by Peter Kenne-
dy, opens Friday at Encore 
Theatre in Mt. Juliet, and 
though the play revolves 
around murder, director 

James Bealor hopes the 
audience will be laugh-
ing helplessly through-
out the murder-myster y 
spoof, according to a news 
release.

The show wil l  r un 
weekends through July 
21. Friday and Saturday 
shows star t at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday matinees 
start at 2:30 p.m. House 
opens 30 minutes before  
showtime.

Characters in the play 
are meant to be stereo-
types, Bealor said, such 
as Mr. E.S. Solvedd, the 

detective, and Dr. Jacque-
line Hyde, a chemist.

“Because everything is 
so stereotypical — it’s not 
a thinking kind of show,” 
Bealor said in the release.

The cast includes a 
stuffy butler, a social but-
ter fly, a playboy, a dotty 
chemist,  an aristocrat  
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Encore Theater to bring ‘Alibis’ to the stage
STAFF REPORT

Part of the cast of “Alibis” runs a rehearsal for the upcom-
ing show. From left are Steven Stroud, Lanie Shannon,  
Tamasin Platt, Suzi Safdie and Tony Shannon on the floor.

Submitted to The Democrat

Kimberly Ann Scott, 53, of Mt. 
Juliet pleaded guilty on Monday to 
criminal responsibility for conduct 
of another for the 
crime of second-
degree murder 
and was sentenced 
to prison for her 
role in the 2017 
shooting death 
of Vincent Clem-
mons.

Scot t ’s  son, 
L a n c e  R i p p y, 
pleaded guilty to second-degree 
murder in the same Wilson Coun-
ty Courtroom on March 22, where 
he was sentenced to 20 years in 
prison.

According to Assistant District 
Attorney Jason Lawson, Scott 
accepted a plea deal to serve 15 
years for the second-degree mur-
der conviction. This will run con-
secutively to a four-year sentence 
for felony reckless endangerment 
on an unrelated case that she also 
pleaded guilty to on Monday.

Both of those sentences are 
also consecutive to a one-year sen-
tence on a violation of probation, 
for a total sentence of 20 years in 
prison.

She was originally charged 
with one count of first-degree 
murder and criminal violation of 
parole.

In March, Rippy admitted he 
shot Clemmons several times with 
a 9 mm handgun after Rippy and  

SEE GUILTY/PAGE A8

Mt. Juliet 
woman 

pleads guilty 
for role in 

2017 murder

BY MATT MASTERS
MMASTERS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Three sentences 
totaling 20 years given

Kimberly  
Ann Scott

Matt Masters | Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County residents and visitors may start seeing more murals like the one on the side of Lebanon’s Iddy and Oscar’s by Abbye Head as the Wil-
son County Convention and Visitors Bureau begins their Paint WilCo project, which will see 10 murals painted across the county by the end of 2020.

The Wilson County Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau has 
started a new initiative called 
Paint WilCo, which will see 
10 murals painted across the 
county by the end of 2020 to 
bring awareness and attention 
to Wilson County’s creative and  

growing communities.
Bureau Director Amy Nichols 

said in an email that the initiative 
aims to increase the brand aware-
ness for WilCo, and to increase 
the engagement between visitors 
and residents on social media.

The murals will be the first 
artistic project led by the agen-
cy, which hopes to tie in existing 

murals throughout the county in 
a future art crawl or art scaven-
ger hunt.

“Mural initiatives are used 
in communities just like ours 
around the U.S. to help beautify 
the area, increase art offerings 
for both the public’s well being 
as local artists, and to raise the 
community’s awareness through 

social media impressions. Know-
ing that, the tourism department 
moved forward with the idea for 
the mural project to increase art 
offerings for tourists, as well as 
help to put our community on a 
state and national stage on social 
media,” Nichols said.
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Goal of initiative is to highlight community and artists
BY MATT MASTERS

MMASTERS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Paint WilCo seeking to bring attention 
and tourism with countywide murals

Damon disappeared, later found in Tennessee River

Matt Masters | Lebanon Democrat

Barbara and Larry Damon search for answers in the 
2017 murder of their son, Scotty Damon, a Mt. 
Juliet man who went missing before being found 
in the Tennessee River, a victim of a brutal murder.SCOTTY DAMON
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