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SPORTS 
Wilmore’s career to beyond 

the skies launched at Mt. 
Juliet High School. B175 cents

There were several bright 
spots for the Lebanon Special 
School District in the account-
abilty results released by the 
state Department of Education 
on Thursday, but district Direc-
tor Scott Benson’s attention is 
focused on regaining the “exem-
plary” status the district enjoyed 
in 2017 and 2018.

“We’re pleased with out 
achievements,” Benson said, 
“but we’d like to return to where 
we’ve been.”

This district received a status 
of “advancing,” which is the sec-
ond highest level, and had high 
marks in several other catego-
ries. The one-step drop in status 
wasn’t a complete surprise, as 
issues had been detected last 
spring.

“We sensed in our screenings 
— we monitor our progress out-
side of state testing — we didn’t 
see the growth we were used  
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Lebanon 
district 

drops to 
‘advancing’

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County Schools is 
making academic achievement 
look as easy as A-B-C.

On Wednesday evening, 

Wilson County Schools host-
ed a meeting and celebration 
for its school board, teachers, 
faculty and students. Donna 
Wright, director of schools, 
announced that Wilson County 

Schools had been named an 
“exemplar y” district for the 
2018-19 school year and the 
state has recognized 12 out of 
the 21 eligible schools in the 
district as “reward schools.”

Reward school is the top dis-
tinction a school can earn in 
the state of Tennessee. Schools 

given this distinction are rec-
ognized for overall student 
academic achievement and 
student growth. The schools 
recognized this year were 
Lakeview Elementar y, Mt. 
Juliet Elementary, Mt. Juliet  
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Wilson County Schools 
named ‘exemplary’ district

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Steps taken  
to return to 
‘exemplary’

When fairgoers enter building 
Y at the Wilson County Fair this 
week, they are likely to hear the 
pained bleating and mooing of ani-
mals in labor.

T im Edwards and Jenif fer 
Apala, co-chairs of Edwards Feeds 
Inc., along with some of their 
friends will be bringing goats, 
cows, pigs, sheep and horses to 
the fair and fairgoers can not only 
watch them eat and play, but they 
can also watch them give birth.

Apala and Edwards had been 
helping Fiddlers Grove with Pio-
neer Days when the executive 
director of the Wilson County Fair, 
Helen McPeak, reached out to 
Apala and asked her if it would be 
possible to have a sow giving birth 
to piglets at the fair, an idea she 
found online and borrowed from 
another fair.

Apala and her husband started 
preparing a sow for the pregnancy 
and delivery at the fair.

When the sow was having her 

piglets, Apala and Edwards had 
the idea to start live streaming it. 
They kept the live stream going for 
seven days of the fair, answering 
the questions that people wrote in 
the comments section. By the end 
of the seven days, the video had 
13.6 million hits. This year there 
are many more animals.

“We’re not trying to focus just 
on the animals. What we’re try-
ing to do is show the beginning 
of life, to the end of life, and the 
in-between,” Edwards said. “The 
birth of the animal, and how long 
the gestation period is to educate 
people about agriculture. Only 2% 
of the population has anything to 
do with agriculture so that’s what 
our goal is, to educate.”

Getting all of the animals to 
give birth during the nine days of 
the fair is a yearlong, complicated 
and calculated process, especially 
because Apala and Edwards let it 
happen naturally, without utiliz-
ing artificial insemination. They  
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The miracle of life at Wilson 
County Fair birthing barn

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Popular attraction expands 
with more animals

The Wilson County Fair 

opens with a flag raising at 

5 p.m. in front of the Wilson 

County Exposition Center.
HOURS

The grounds will open 

at 5 p.m. Monday through 

Friday, 10 a.m. on Saturday 

and noon on Sunday. 
COST

Admission is free for 

children ages 5 and under, 

$6 for children between the 

ages of 6 and 12 and $12 for 

adults. Season tickets are 

also available for $45, which 

gives admission to all nine 

days of the fair. All tickets 

can be purchased online at 

www.wilsoncountyfair.net.
PARKING

There is limited $5 

preferred parking on site. 

Free satellite parking will be 

at Cumberland University’s 

football parking lot (old 

Lebanon High School), with 

buses running from 4 p.m. 

to 11 p.m. The address is 415 

Harding Drive.
Handicap parking is 

located in the parking 
lot of the Wilson County 
Exposition Center.

SCHEDULE

Saturday highlights: 

Special needs day, robotics 

challenge, 13 & up amateur 

talent show, barrel races, 

state Hereford show, arm 

wrestling.

Sunday highlights: 

Youth horse show, antique 

& farm stock tractor pull, 

rooster crowing contest.

Monday highlights: 

Jason Crabb in concert, 

Fairest of the Fair pageant, 

Dexter cattle show, dog 

show.

Tuesday highlights: 

Kentucky Headhunters in 

concert, FFA ag olympics, 

Feeder pig show,  Go-kart 

races.
MORE INFORMATION

Visit www.
wilsoncountyfair.net to 
purchase tickets, find ticket 
discounts and the schedule 
of events, and locate any 
additional information.

It recognizes Wilson County’s 
agricultural heritage, but with a 
modern twist — the farmer is a 
young woman.

“It” is the first mural in Paint 
Wilco — or #paintwilco — a proj-
ect of the Wilson County Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau. 
The artwork, painted by Mallory 
Jennings, was unveiled Friday.

“We made sure it was a 
woman farmer,” said Jennings, 
who owns Demeter’s Common 
specialty grocer y. “Since I’ve 
grown up in Wilson County, it’s 
always been an old man with a 
straw hat. Women are empow-
ered now, and there are many 
doing wonderful things here.”

Bureau Director Amy Nichols 
said Paint Wilco is designed to 
capture the current social media 
phenomenon of people travel-
ing to have their photo taken in 
unique situations to post on Ins-
tagram, Snapchat or Facebook.  
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#paintwilco 
mural 

unveiled at 
fairgrounds
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WILSON COUNTY FAIR

Project aims  
to bring tourists 

to county

Photo by Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Sue Murray of MMG Farms feeds one of her goats at the Wilson County Fair’s birthing barn. “The most interesting has been the pigs. That’s 
something I knew very little about and now I’m excited to see the horses and a cow have their babies here,” Murray said.

12 schools earn ‘reward school’ title
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