
Military controversy 

distracts from 

Trump’s foreign policy 

accomplishments, writes 

Hugh Hewitt.
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The Wilson County Election 
Commission is launching a ballot 
tracking system to provide both 
absentee voters and election offi-
cials greater accountability and 
confidence in the by-mail voting 
process.

Ballots will be tracked when 
they are mailed, delivered to 
the voter, when the marked bal-
lot is put back in the mail and 
when it is delivered to the Elec-
tion Commission office, accord-
ing to a news release from the 
commission.

The Tennessee Secretary of 
State’s Division of Elections pro-
vides an absentee ballot status 
tracker at GoVoteTN.org. This 
site allows voters to check their 
registration status and con-
firm that their ballot has been 
received by the county election 
commission.

The innovative tracking system, 
Ballottrax, being introduced for 
this election in Wilson County 
allows those who choose to vote 

absentee a way to participate in 
the election more confidently. Vot-
ers may opt-in to the program and 
receive notifications about their 
ballot’s progress.

The program allows the com-
mission to work with the postal 
service to track a mailed ballot as 
it moves through the postal sys-
tem and send real-time ballot sta-
tus messages to voters who opt-in 
to the system. Voters can choose 
to receive notifications by email, 

voice mail or text, making com-
munication easy for every voter.

Phillip Warren, Wilson Coun-
ty administrator of elections said, 
“Implementing a system for our 
office and voters to track their bal-
lot adds a level of confidence and 
accountability to absentee voting. 
This is one more way we protect 
the integrity of every vote cast in 
Wilson County.”

Local election officials launch ballot tracking
Measure seen as way to boost 
confidence in voting system

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Watertown’s public square took a trip back in time 
on Saturday for the Fabulous Fifties Festival, a tribute 
to the decade featuring rockabilly, period fashion, 
classic cars and more.

The Tennessee Artist’s Guild organized the cele-
bration after COVID-19 prevented the Watertown Jazz 
Festival, and the inaugural event was a hit with resi-
dents and tourists alike.

“There’s a lot of good art movements that happened 
in the ‘50s, and we wanted to highlight that,” Tennes-
see Artist’s Guild Executive Director Vickie Frazier 
said. “We decided last year what our calendar would 
look like, and had plans for the train to come from 
Nashville on about three occasions.”

The Tennessee Central Railway Museum brought in 
dozens of travelers eager to compete in a ‘50s-themed 
costume contest or check out the cruise-in car show. 
Alaina Brown and Jonathan Boerner made their trip 
all the way from Pensacola, Florida.

“We were looking to spend Labor Day weekend 
in Chattanooga, and she’d never been on a train 
before,” Boerner said. “We found this through a Goo-
gle search and saw there was a costume contest, and 
started looking into it.”

Brown said the two wanted to capture the feeling of 
“Mad Men” with their costumes, and she ultimately 
placed second in the competition.

“We based it on what I felt like wearing, and I found 
this really pretty blue dress,” she said. “I was sur-
prised but excited to win second, and it’s just fun to 
be a part of something like this.”

Brown and Boerner also took the time to visit 
Water town’s local businesses, browsing Jim’s 
Antiques and sharing a light meal at The Adopted 
Farmhouse. Those experiences were like any other 
day in the city, but the sights were tailor-made for the 
festival’s shop window contest.

Depot Junction Café transformed its storefront into 
a 1950s diner, complete with a mannequin standing 
in for a waitress, while the Watertown Public Library 
went for a record store theme.

Rock Around 
the Clock

Fabulous Fifties Festival takes 
Watertown back in time 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Pharoahs Music City member Jason Anderson, second from left, draws a crowd at Watertown’s Fabulous Fifties Festival 
after starting his 1961 Willys Sedan Delivery’s engine. The festival’s car show featured a variety of classic vehicles from 
across decades.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Good Rockin’ Tonight, a Nashville-based 1950s tribute band, performs songs by 
icons like Buddy Holly and Little Richard during Watertown’s Fabulous Fifties Festi-
val on Saturday.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Alaina Brown and Jonathan 
Boerner, who traveled from Pen-
sacola, Florida, on vacation, show-
case their “Mad Men” inspired 
entry into the Fabulous Fifties Fes-
tival’s costume contest.
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Cumberland University announced Fri-
day record enrollment, despite the coro-
navirus pandemic.

The Lebanon school has 2,704 stu-
dents this fall, an increase of 6% from 
fall 2019. This year’s enrollment rep-
resents a 74% increase in total enroll-
ment since 2015.

Cumberland attributes agility in the 
planning process, small class sizes and 
a reputation for a personalized student 
experience to its success in this area, 
according to a news release from the 
university.

“Our faculty and staff have worked tire-
lessly to reach this impressive milestone 

for Cumberland,” University President 
Paul Stumb said in the release. “This has 
been a challenging year for us and for 
many of our peer institutions in regards 
to enrollment and I am thankful that 
Cumberland has found a way to over-
come many of these challenges and is 
able to provide our students the college 
experience they expect and deserve.”

Cumberland’s Campus Reopening 
Planning Team has met throughout the 
spring and summer to plan for ways 
to safely reopen campus this fall. The 
CROP Team attributes quick decision 
making, flexibility of faculty, staff and stu-
dents and the small size of campus to the 
success of the reopening and the surge 
in enrollment.

Students returned to campus for 
classes beginning Aug. 17 and are 
continuing a hybrid learning schedule 

throughout the fall semester.
“Being a small, private university is 

an advantage when it comes to dealing 
with the ever-changing environment of a 
pandemic,” Executive Director of Enroll-
ment Services Eddie Lovin said in the 
release. “Because of our size, we have 
the ability to be more flexible and make 
quick changes, which is more difficult for 
larger universities. I’m thankful for the 
work that the leadership team has done 
in prioritizing the student experience, 
both new and returning, and think the 
constant communication with our stu-
dents and parents during this time has 
been crucial in our enrollment growth.”

A breakdown of the 2020 enrollment 
shows 1,947 undergraduate and 307 
graduate students. Students at Cumber-
land represent 70 Tennessee counties, 34 
states and 42 countries.

Cumberland University enrollment sets record
Milestone comes despite 

COVID-19 pandemic

BY MATTHEW PERRONE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — At the height of the 
coronavirus lockdown, President Don-
ald Trump and his top health advisers 
trumpeted a new test that would help 
Americans reclaim their lives — one 
that would tell them if they already had 
the virus and were protected from get-
ting it again.

Their arrival would help “get Amer-
icans back to work” by showing those 
who might have “the wonderful, beau-
tiful immunity,” said Tr ump, a point 
repeated at the daily briefings last April.

Hopes for antibody 
tests still unfulfilled
Studies differ on immunity effects
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