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Carafem Health Center in Mt. 
Juliet is now able to provide surgi-
cal abortions after a federal court 
order prompted city commission-
ers to lift restrictions on the proce-
dure.

The Mt. Juliet Board of Commis-
sioners is slated to hold a second 
and final vote at a special called 
meeting Friday to repeal an ordi-
nance that effectively bans surgical 
abortion in the city.

The measure restricts surgical 
abortions to industrial zones, and 
originally included language that 
banned them within 1,000 feet of 
churches, schools and other facil-
ities. It was later amended to 200 
feet after the American Civil Liber-
ties Union sued the city on behalf 
of Carafem in December 2019.

U.S. District Judge Eli Richard-
son granted the clinic a prelimi-
nary injunction on May 1, citing 
a substantial likelihood that the 
ordinance violates due process. 
The case is still awaiting trial, but 
the ruling prevents the city from 
enforcing the ordinance in the 
meantime.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
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Lebanon’s tax revenue from 
March is now available as city 
councilors continue the budget 
process, with sales tax figures 
coming in higher than estimated.

“I got the information in for 
sales tax, that what we should 
be receiving for March is at 
$1,094,000, which is about 3% 
higher than it was last year at this 
time,” Finance Commissioner 
Stuart Lawson said. “It came in 

better than I expected, which is 
good, but we’ll need to see what 
happens over the next two or 
three months, just to make sure 
we don’t have a big dip from 
whatever we get in for April.”

However, the city did see a 
significant drop in business tax 
collections — approximately 
$436,000 compared to the same 
time last year, a 52% reduction. 
Lawson said most of the city’s 
business tax collections happen 
in May, and uncertainties sur-

rounding tax revenue come as 
the city deals with a $560,000 
budget deficit.

One of the ways the city is 
looking to trim its budget this 
year is through significant cuts to 
equipment and machinery in the 
Public Works Department.

“As long as the guys at the 
garage put me a Band-Aid on 
stuff and keep us running,” Pub-
lic Works Administrator Lee 
Clark said. “It may get more 
Band-Aids than I really want, but 
if that’s what we’ve got to do to 
get over the curve, then that’s 
what we’re going to try to do. If 
something gets to the point of no 
return, then I am going to have to 

come back.”
Some of the proposed bud-

get cuts include $265,000 to 
equipment and machinery used 
for street department projects, 
$450,000 to sanitation equip-
ment and a combined $820,000 
to improvements and equipment 
in the drainage mitigation fund. 
They represent a combination of 
recent and postponed purchases.

“I’m just a little nervous about 
the amount of equipment we’re 
not going to be funding,” Ward 
6 Councilor Jeni Lind Brink-
man said. “It appears to me that 
instead of looking at operational 

City’s sales tax revenue 
up 3% despite COVID-19
Public Works faces steep equipment 
cuts as virus’ full impact uncertain 

BY BLAKE FARMER
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NASHVILLE — To reopen 
businesses and public spaces 
safely, experts say, states need to 
be testing and contact tracing on 
a massive scale. But only a hand-
ful of states are doing enough 
testing to stay on top of potential 
outbreaks, according to a state-
by-state analysis published by 
NPR.

Among those, Tennessee 
stands out for its aggressive 
approach to testing. In Tennes-
see, anyone who wants a test can 
get one, and the state will pick 
up the tab. The guidance has 
evolved to “when in doubt, get a 
test,” and the state started paying 
for it in April.

It’s still rare for a community 
to encourage such broad symp-
tom-free testing.

“In most places, you still need 
to show you have the signs and 
symptoms of COVID-19 to get a 
test,” research professor Sabrina 
Corlette of Georgetown Universi-
ty said. “It’s really patchwork.”

Ample testing, preferably 
including people who are not 
symptomatic, can help contain 
future outbreaks of COVID-19 by 
giving health officials the knowl-
edge to act quickly to suppress 
any new cluster of cases.

Because of testing shortages, 
many states still have limitations 
on who can get a test. Some 
states, such as Alabama, are invit-
ing people without symptoms to 

be tested, but only if they qual-
ify as high-risk. A few counties 
in Nevada have started asymp-
tomatic testing, and Rite Aid in 
a dozen states has opened up its 
walk-in testing, but it’s still for 
people who preregister.

Tennessee’s commitment to 
testing so broadly has helped it 
pull ahead of most other states 
in its rate of testing. According 
to NPR’s analysis, Tennessee is 
doing more than double the min-
imum number of tests needed to 
control its outbreak.

Tennessee Department of 
Health Commissioner Lisa 
Piercey gave credit for much of 
the state’s testing success to pri-
vate, commercial labs.

“We’ve called on almost all 

of them to say, ‘We need you to 
ramp up, because you’re about 
to get a flood of tests,’ and that’s 
exactly what we’ve given them,” 
Piercey said at a daily briefing in 
late April.

In one weekend, it was more 
than 11,000 tests.

But private labs are shoul-
dering the testing load in most 
states. What’s novel in Tennessee 
is that the state guaranteed pay-
ment to those companies upfront.

So, rather than making them 
bill various health insurance 
plans — which are required 
to cover coronavirus testing 
but still create paperwork — 
the state is picking up the tab.  

Tennessee a leader in COVID-19 testing

Blake Farmer/TNS

A nurse and National Guard medic interview a patient before taking a swab for a coronavirus test recently at Gallatin High School. The 
state of Tennessee started picking up the tab for testing in April.

Mt. Juliet lifting 
abortion 

restrictions after 
court order 

Commissioners to 
hold final vote Friday

BY ANDY SHER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

NASHVILLE — A group of state 
Democratic lawmakers say Gov. 
Bill Lee is “failing” thousands of 
jobless Tennesseans who remain 
in financial “limbo” amid continu-
ing logjams of unprocessed unem-
ployment claims.

The accusation comes as state 
Labor and Workforce Commis-
sioner Jeff McCord’s department 
continues working through new 
claims as well as a backlog of appli-
cations stretching back to March 
when the Tennessee and U.S. 
economies began tanking amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“Bill Lee is failing Tennessee’s 
working families when they need 
state government’s help the most,” 
Rep. John Ray Clemmons, D-Nash-
ville, told reporters. “Thousands 
of families across Tennessee are 
scared, and they’re struggling to 
feed their kids and keep a roof over 
their heads.”

On Thursday, the state reported 
an additional 28,692 jobless claims 
had been filed in the previous 
week, bringing the number of out-
of-work Tennesseans seeking relief 
during a nine-week period begin-
ning in mid-March to 532,580. 

Dems critical of 
unemployment 

filing woes
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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