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When Project Sam came 
before Mt. Juliet city commis-
sioners last week, the commis-
sion debated whether certain 
sticking points were the mayor’s 
way of squeezing extra offsite 
commitments out of developers.

Project Sam plans to develop 
a building of 3.6 million square 
feet, promising 1,200 new jobs, 
both white and blue collar. As 
the biggest building in Middle 
Tennessee and among the larg-
est in the state, the develop-
ment plan comes with a pleth-
ora of offsite commitments to 

its immediate area — Golden 
Bear Gateway, Athlete’s Way 
and East Division Street.

Offsite commitments in this 
case are city needs not directly 
on the property being devel-
oped. Commitments made by 
the developers include funding 
just under 2 miles of extension 

to a preexisting sewer line that 
runs both on and off the prop-
erty. The developers, the Panat-
toni Group, have also commit-
ted on behalf of their client to 
install street lights at the Gold-
en Bear interchange to brighten 
it at night as well as three new 
traffic signals and an extension 
of a preexisting Greenway trail-
head near the property.
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Mt. Juliet seeks extra 
commitments from Project Sam

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Improvements distant from site requested

Some Tennessee health care 
provider groups continue to 
have questions about Gov. Bill 
Lee’s proposed federal TennCare 
waiver, which seeks to pro-
vide the state with greater flex-
ibility in managing the program’s 
$12.7 billion in costs.

But they also see some “posi-
tives” in the proposal to over-
haul federal financing and state 
operations in the state’s Medicaid 
health insurance program for 1.4 
million low-income children, par-
ents and caretakers, the disabled 
and some seniors.

“We still have some concerns 
about it, mostly around what are 
you talking about when you say 
‘efficiency,’” said Craig Becker, 
president and CEO of the Ten-
nessee Hospital Association. 
“We’ve gotten some verbal assur-
ances, but you know we will prob-
ably comment one way or the 
other just talking about some of 
our concerns.”

But Becker said there is a 
potential upside for hospitals.

The state is in the midst of a 
30-day public comment period 
after Lee’s administration earlier 
this month formally unveiled its 
proposed federal Medicaid waiv-
er to the Trump administration. 
It could dramatically reshape the 
state’s share of federal funding 
as well as as alter how TennCare 
operates, impacting hundreds of 
thousands of Tennesseans.

In Hamilton County alone, the 
program has about 65,000 women, 
men and children enrollees, 
according to the state’s Division of 
TennCare.

Advocates for the poor have 
already been ringing alarm bells 
over its potential impact on a 
program that provides health 
benefits to 1 in 5 state residents.

It will also impact providers as 
Lee, under a directive from fel-
low Republicans in the legislature, 
seeks to convert much of the feds’ 
funding into a nearly $8 billion 
“hybrid” federal block grant waiv-
er with far fewer strings attached.

One of the Tennessee waiver’s 
key proposals is to share cost sav-
ings with the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
and the department’s Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services. 
And that has hospitals’ attention.

The Lee adminis trat ion 
argues TennCare’s managed 
care approach has already led to 
an estimated $2 billion in annual 
cost savings for Uncle Sam over 
what a traditional fee-for-service 
Medicaid program would cost 
the federal government.

So Lee hopes to negotiate a 
50/50 split on those and addi-
tional cost savings in which the 
state could reap as much as  
$1 billion, which Lee hopes to 
plow into improving rural health 
care and other initiatives.
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TennCare 
providers 

see upsides, 
but have 
questions

BY ANDY SHER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

Lee’s proposed 
Medicaid waiver 

drawing comment

COMPASSIONATE COOKOFF

Photos by Joshua Hicks • Special to the Democrat

Above left: The winning teams in Saturday’s chili cookoff fundraiser for the Compassionate Hands homeless ministry were as follows: Best 
chili: Laura Headley, first; Barbara Allison and Ensley Hagan, second; and Tom Brashear, third. Best theme: Bill Davidson, first; Susan Shaw, 
second; and Chuck and Stephanie Henley, third. Holy smokes: Cook’s Methodist Men’s Club, first; Chuck and Stephanie Henley, second; and 
Tom Brashear, third. The cookoff was held at Lebanon First United Methodist Church. Above right: John Grant, executive director of Com-
passionate Hands, announces the winners.

College students at Cumber-
land University have the oppor-
tunity to earn class credit by 
engaging with pre-K students in 
a work-study program.

Aaron White and Tamim Alda-
rawcheh, two senior kinesiology 
majors have just started their 
third year in this work-study pro-
gram. It caught White’s eye when 
he was scrolling through oppor-
tunities and saw that he could 
work with pre-K students.

“I love students and I feel 
like there is no better feeling 
than helping other students 
become successful,” White said.

He said meeting the students 
and watching their growth 
throughout the year is the best 
part of the program.

“My favorite part is meeting 
new faces who come from so 
many different places and see-
ing how well the students prog-
ress throughout the year,” White 

said. “Some students struggle 
with writing their names, count-
ing to five or not knowing their 
ABCs, but as the weeks go by 
you see them grow.”

Aldarawcheh agreed that 
working with the students and 

seeing them progress is the 
best part.

“They eventually get com-
fortable and we all end up best 
buddies,” Aldarawcheh said. 
“The best part is knowing that 
I’m helping the pre-K students 

in certain areas and they’re 
helping me at the same time.”

Aldarawcheh will be starting 
his master’s degree in physical 
education next fall. He believes  
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Students helping students

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Photo courtesy of Shannon Mull

Tamim Aldarawcheh, a senior kinesiology major at Cumberland University, works with Ja’Ston Hud-
dleston during his work-study at Cumberland LSSD pre-K. 

CU students 
get hands-on 
experience 
with pre-K
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