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The tornadoes that hit Ken-
tucky over the weekend tragical-
ly destroyed families and homes 
alike.

Having experienced the fright-
ening impact of a tornado first-
hand as recently as last year left 
members of the Lebanon com-
munity asking how they could 
help out. At the police depart-
ment, several decommissioned 
police cruisers provided a helpful 
solution.

“The (Mayfield) police depart-
ment’s ability to respond and 
mitigate calls for service with-
in the community was greatly 

affected, and most of the 
city’s police vehicles were 
lost or damaged in the 
storm,” Lebanon Police 
Chief Mike Justice said.

Knowing that multi-
ple decommissioned, 
high-mileage police vehi-
cles were slated to go up 
for auction, the police 
chief decided they could be of 
help to the folks in Kentucky.

“These vehicles were recently 
removed from our fleet, but we 
feel they could serve Mayfield in 
a short-term immediate need,” 
Justice said.

Obser ving the images and 
reading the stories of the weath-
er-related deaths and property 
damage, Justice said that his 
department was reminded of the 
devastation wrought on Lebanon 
in 2020 when “many of our resi-
dents lost their homes and busi-
nesses.”

“Our  neighbors  in 
Mayfield, Kentucky were 
not as fortunate,” Justice 
said. “Their town was 
largely destroyed, and 
many lost their lives.”

For first responders of 
a city with a devastating 
storm barely in its rear-
view mirror that knows 

just how much saving grace 
comes from outside aid, offering 
to help was a foregone conclu-
sion.

“The city of Lebanon was 
blessed beyond measure by the 
influx of volunteers and critical 
material needs within hours of 
the storms passing,” Justice 
said. “We watched neighbors 
helping neighbors, as well as 
individuals that repor ted for 
work assignments from many 
other states.”

Lebanon PD donates cruisers to Mayfield
Decommissioned 
vehicle rebranded 
for Mayfield police

Submitted

Members of the Lebanon Police Department share a moment of prayer 
at the police station to bless the delivery of multiple vehicles to be 
delivered to storm victims in Mayfield, Kentucky. Chief Mike Justice 
hopes the cars will serve the Mayfield Police Department in a short-
term immediate need.

Mike Justice
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J
essica Templeton has laid 
her eyes on a lot of live 
nativity scenes.

Most have been at her home 
church.

“I have gone to church there 
my entire life,” Templeton 
said. “I’m 41. They’ve been 
doing that my entire life. I 
remember my parents talking 
about it. They did it before I 
was born.”

For the 43rd consecutive 
year, Lebanon Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church will be 
displaying another live nativity 
scene this weekend.

“It’s just to share ... to share 
the good news of Jesus with 
the community,” Templeton 
said. “Maybe you’re getting 
the person to drive through 
who doesn’t know the whole 
story. We’re just looking to 
touch hearts and spread it 

through the community.”
Some of the participants 

have a long history of 
involvement with the project.

“There’s probably some 
who have been there since the 
1980s,” Templeton said.

Templeton has served as 

the organizer for the past five 
years.

Still portraying the story
Lebanon church 

to hold live 
nativity for 43rd 
consecutive year 

Submitted

Danny and Michelle Timbs portrayed Joseph and Mary during the Lebanon Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church’s live nativity scene as Becky Vance portrayed an angel.
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MT. JULIET — The Mt. 
Juliet Board of Commissioners 
approved its redistricting at its 
meeting on Monday evening.

The group voted unanimous-
ly on the redrawing of its four 
voting districts on the second 
reading.

District 4, the fastest grow-
ing district in the city, will cur-
rently include everything south 
of Interstate-40, with District 3 
moving across the interstate due 
to its population growth.

District 2 will expand south, 
whereas District 1, the northern-
most district, will expand east 
and south.

Each district will have its pop-
ulation into the upper-9000s 
respectively in Mt. Juliet’s new 
district map.

The city commission dis-
cussed some minor changes 
regarding its second redistrict-
ing option on different neighbor-
hoods moving to each district.

Those changes include the 
Woodridge neighborhood mov-
ing into District 1 in a new ver-
sion of their second proposal 
compared to being in District 3 
in the original proposal.

Mt. Juliet’s revised proposal 
also includes Juliet Drive being 
moved to District 1 and More-
land Farms being moved to Dis-
trict 3.

“If it was a per fect world, I 
would say District 2 needs to be 
the biggest district in Mt. Juliet, 
because it’s land-locked and it 
has a lack of growth,” said Mt. 
Juliet Mayor James Maness. “In 
a perfect world, I would also say 
District 4 needs to be as small as 
possible.”

Mt. Juliet City Manager Kenny 
Martin said that the whole city 
appreciates Geographic Infor-
mation Systems (GIS) Data 
Administration, Rob Ealy and Mt 
Juliet’s information technology 
department for their redistrict-
ing efforts behind the scenes.

In other business, the city 
commission also unanimously 

Mt. Juliet 
Board 

approves 
redistricting
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After a severe storm system 
rolled through Wilson Coun-
ty overnight last Friday, Mt. 
Juliet officials decided that the 
city’s Christmas parade, which 
was scheduled for Saturday 
morning, needed to be post-
poned.

The parade is now planned 
for this Saturday at 3 p.m.

While numerous homes 
sustained damage, the stretch 
of road designated as the 
parade route did not escape 
unscathed either. Following 

city-wide clean-up efforts, the 
Mt. Juliet Parks and Recre-
ation Department decided that 
the route was fine and set the 
rescheduled time for 11 a.m., 
although city of ficials later 
changed it to 3 p.m.

In a post on the city’s Face-
book page, it relayed that feed-
back from the business com-
munity prompted the decision.

“Ever y year, our business 
community on Mt. Juliet Road 
is af fected by the Christmas 
parade because the road clo-
sure impacts their patronage,” 
the Facebook post said. “The 
3 p.m. adjustment is a com-
promise to lessen the impact 
since many closed Saturday 
for the (previous) parade.”

Mt. Juliet Christmas parade rescheduled for Saturday
Previous date 

disrupted by severe 
storm system

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

The Mt. Juliet Christmas tree — which is located by the clocktower, 
at the intersection of North Mt. Juliet Road and Division Street — 
was blown over during the storm system that hit Wilson County last 
weekend. The city’s Christmas parade was scheduled for that morn-
ing but was postponed until this Saturday at 3 p.m.
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