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BY MIGUEL DETILLIER
FOR THE MT. JULIET NEWS

The Mt. Juliet Board of Com-
missioners deferred a resolution 
to the Tennessee General Assem-
bly addressing blasting issues 
during its meeting Monday.

This resolution, which is seek-
ing changes to regulations gov-
erning blasting and the use of 
explosives, will be discussed at a 
work session on June 28.

While the resolution calls for 
lowering the overall allowable 

limit for blasting in or near res-
idential areas, it expands the 
pre-survey blast area from 300 to 
1,000 feet and incentivizes the use 
of underground blasting. It also 
requires developers or realtors to 
disclose to clients when they are 
buying property in an area either 
affected by blasting for construc-
tion or near a quarry, which utiliz-
es blasting.

The commission wants the 
General Assembly to consider 
legislation on reducing the nega-

tive impact of blasting and the use 
of explosives on Mt. Juliet resi-
dents with those five points.

District 1 Commissioner and 
Vice Mayor Ray Justice believed 
the last two points of the law were 
unenforceable.

Justice, who is also a real estate 
agent in Hermitage, shared about 
the time he went to see one of 
his clients’ property in Franklin, 
and it was not even subjected to 
blasting.

He brought up his experience 

there to suggest the city do more 
research on how developers or 
realtors look at blasting-affected 
areas throughout Mt. Juliet so the 
General Assembly can get some 
further insight into this issue.

District 4 Commissioner Jenni-
fer Milele, the resolution’s spon-
sor, explained that the resolution 
is akin to Hendersonville request-
ing legislation on blasting regu-
lations to the General Assembly, 
setting up guidelines for many 
blasting companies.

“We should follow along the 
lines of what Hendersonville did 
to alleviate the issues of blasting 

there,” said Milele.
She also said she got calls from 

several residents complaining 
about blasting, not just from her 
district, but also throughout the 
city of Mt. Juliet. Milele provided 
examples of Wynfield Boulevard 
and Walton’s Grove since those 
streets have dealt with the issue 
numerous times.

“I want to see more limitations 
and accountability from blasting 
companies when they perform 
blasting around Mt. Juliet,” said 
Milele.

Mt. Juliet wants more regulation of blasting
Resolution in response to complaints from residents

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

As spring trickles down calendars, unburden-
ing folks from winter, flowers bloom marking 
the occasion. To celebrate this rebir th, the 
Cedars of Lebanon State Park hosts a wild-
flower festival each year to honor the legacy 
of Elsie Quarterman, 
a prominent botanist 
and environmental 
preservationist.

The two-day event 
starts Friday night at 
the Juniper Gazebo 
will run into Satur-
day. This weekend 
will mark the 43nd 
instal lment of  the 
festival that features 
a full day of informa-
tive walks highlight-
ing birds, butterflies, 
geology and native 
plant gardening. These activities are suited for 
families and are designed to excite children 
about the cedar glades and wildflowers.

Friday night’s lineup will feature Steve Mur-
phee, a professor at Belmont University who 
will speak on bees and the state parks honey 
project. Afterward, Park Manager Jeff Buchan-
an plans to discuss how the cedar forest is 
expanding and what you can do to help.

On Saturday, a couple of three-hour hikes will 
take guests through the park. Anyone inter-
ested can register at the Cedar Forest Lodge. 
Several other events that start as early as 7 a.m. 
include the bird walk, Hoots in the Glades, a 
segment dedicated to the Owls Hill Sanctuary. 

BY JULIE CARR SMYTH AND 
KIMBERLEE KRUESI 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — Dr. Michael 
Cackovic has treated his share 
of pregnant women. So when 
Republican lawmakers across 
the U.S. began passing bans on 
abortion at what they term “the 
first detectable fetal heartbeat,” 
he was exasperated.

That’s because at the point 

where advanced technology can 
detect that first flutter, as early 
as six weeks, the embryo isn’t 
yet a fetus and it doesn’t have a 
heart. An embryo is termed a 
fetus beginning in the 11th week 
of pregnancy, medical experts 
say.

“You cannot hear this ‘flutter,’ 
it is only seen on ultrasound,” 
said Cackovic, a maternal fetal 
medicine specialist at Ohio State 

University’s Wexner Medical 
Center, where some 5,300 babies 
are born each year.

Yet bans pegged to the “fetal 
heartbeat” concept have been 
signed into law in 13 states, 
including Cackovic’s home state 
of Ohio. None has taken effect, 
with all but the most recent-
ly enacted being struck down 
or temporarily blocked by the 
courts. Now, one of the most 
restrictive, signed by Tennes-
see’s Republican Gov. Bill Lee 
last year, goes before the 6th 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on 
Thursday.

Proponents of these so-called 
“heartbeat bills” are hoping for 
a legal challenge to eventually 
reach the U.S. Supreme Court, 
where they look for the conser-
vative coalition assembled under 
President Donald Trump to end 
the constitutional right to abor-
tion protected under the high 
court’s landmark 1973 Roe v. 
Wade ruling.

The notion that abortion as 
early as six weeks into pregnancy 

“stops a beating heart” was argu-
ably the stroke of political genius 
that eventually helped the mea-
sures rise above persistent con-
stitutional concerns in the states 
that have backed them.

The concept’s originator, Ohio 
anti-abortion activist Janet Folger 
Porter, spoke openly about her 
strategy in an email to supporters 
last year — deftly side-stepping 
whether the packaging of the bill 
was medically true.

Wildflower 
festival starts 

tomorrow
State Park to host 

guests, guided tours, 
wildlife workshops

‘Fetal heartbeat’ in abortion laws taps emotion, not science
Supporters hope for SCOTUS ruling

Daring  
to Dream 
luncheon

Above: Before a packed crowd at the Farm Bureau Expo 
Center, former Super Bowl champion and University of 

Tennessee Volunteer Craig Colquitt delivers guest 
remarks at the Empower Me Center’s Daring to Dream 

luncheon. More than 350 people attended the event 
that helps raise money for the Empower Me Center a 
special needs, therapy outpatient center in Lebanon.

Right: Colquitt regales his audience with stories from 
his football days, and extends high praise to his sons, 

but goes further to say how important it is that we pro-
tect the most vulnerable in our society.

Photos by Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

This weekend will 
mark the 43nd 
installment of the 
festival that 
features a full day 
of informative 
walks highlighting 
birds, butterflies, 
geology and native 
plant gardening.
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