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Severe storms, including 
one confirmed tornado, rolled 
through Wilson County on Sat-
urday morning, leaving thou-
sands without power.

While there was no loss of 
physical life, like in neighbor-
ing Kentucky, the tornado in Mt. 
Juliet caused significant dam-
age to a community barely 18 
months removed from the worst 
tornado event in its history.

The National Weather Service 
confirmed that an EF-1 torna-
do touched down in Mt. Juliet. 
Winds reached a high of 105 
miles per hour. The tornado had 
a confirmed width of 100 yards 
and traveled 7.5 miles from the 
Percy Priest Lake area to Mt. 
Juliet.

In a phone call on Monday, 
Mt. Juliet Public Information 
Officer Justin Beasley said that 
a lot of the damage was concen-
trated in the area of town where 
Willoughby Station and Mt. 
Vernon estates are located. The 
tornado’s path tracked through 
the western portion of Mt. Juliet, 
but the entire community was 
impacted by the severe storm 
systems.

Beasley said that while numer-
ous homes lost power, the elec-
tric company was able to get 
everyone back up and running 
before dark on Saturday, with 
99% of the outages repaired by 
2 p.m.

“Got to give (MTE) praise for 
that,” Beasley said of the electric 
company’s swift response.

Wilson County bore the brunt 
of the power outages for areas 
supplied by MTE. According to 
the company’s public relations 
coordinator, Amy Byers, approx-
imately 7,000 homes lost power 
in Wilson County. That was com-
pared to an overall 10,000 sys-
tem wide.

Tornado rips through Mt. Juliet
Thousands lose 

power countywide, 
cleanup underway
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W ilson County ’s  emer-
gency management agency 
(WEMA) has been facing 
staf f shortages so frequent-
ly of late that it’s become the 
routine. The EMA Committee 
tasked with monitoring the 
agency continues to explore 
remedies for the problem, but 
options are limited.

The county has commis-
sioned a pay study that would 
highlight the disparities fac-
ing county employees with 
counterpar ts from nearby 
areas. That study is expected 

to be completed by the new 
year.

In the meantime, WEMA 
has been forced to close 
some stations and move piec-
es around to try to maintain 
as much coverage as possi-

ble. The move is a best effort 
attempt to cover the county, 
but it also leads to increased 
arrival times when an ambu-
lance is called in to assist.

County emergency 
agency looks to fill holes
Options appear 

limited for 
committee with 

tied hands
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The WEMA Station 11 in Noreen has been one of the first respond-
er posts to have to suspend services as the staffing shortage con-
tinues to plague Wilson County. Station 7 in Statesville has also 
been forced to close as administrators scrambled to move avail-
able manpower around to reduce the shortage’s impact.
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A downed power line causes disruption to Middle Tennessee Electric customers across Wilson County. According to a spokesperson, the electric 
company is now back up and running at full capacity.

Submitted

A Mt. Juliet city worker clears debris over the weekend after a severe 
storm system caused various damage to houses and roadways. The 
destruction caused the city to postpone its Christmas parade.
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David Fitzgerald, pictured at left, and Jeremy Sakovich clear debris 
from Fitzegerald’s yard in the Denney Hills subdivision of Mt. Juliet on 
Saturday after early-morning storms hit the city. There were no fatali-
ties, but some homes were damaged significantly.
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Major development near South 
Har tmann Drive in Lebanon 
is going to require upgrades 
to current sewer and sanitary 
infrastructure. City officials are 
optimistic that the increased 
capacities can present future rev-
enue opportunities to fund sewer 
and sanitary projects, like a new 
wastewater treatment plant.

On Dec. 8, the Lebanon City 
Council voted to approve the 
second reading of the Barton 
Creek Sewer Interceptor Agree-
ment. Lebanon’s charter gives 
the city authority to make public 
utility contracts through ordi-
nances.

The contract requires the 
developers to foot the bill for 

p h a s e  1  a n d 
phase 2 of the 
project .  Those 
sewer upgrades 
will provide nec-
essar y capacity 
for the incoming 
development, as 
well as for antici-
pated residential, 
commercial and 
industrial devel-

opment in the South Hartmann 
Drive area.

Those developers, Suncrest 
Realty and Oldsmith Group, will 
be responsible for gravity sewer 
system upgrades to the Barton 
Village development planned for 
the land between South Hart-
mann Drive and Pinhook Road.

Lebanon’s Utilities Direc-
tor Margaret Washko said that 
a gravity sewer system is ideal 
because it uses natural forces 

Sewer upgrades could 
pay for future growth

City utility director 
anticipates revenue 

to fund new 
wastewater plant

Margaret 
Washko
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