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U.S. deaths top 500,000
Despite vaccine,
another 100K likely
to die from COVID-19
BY ADAM GELLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

For weeks after Cindy Pollock began
planting tiny flags across her yard —
one for each of the more than 1,800
Idahoans killed by COVID-19 — the toll
was mostly a number. Until two women
she had never met rang her doorbell in
tears, seeking a place to mourn the husband and father they had just lost.
Then Pollock knew her tribute, however heartfelt, would never begin to convey the grief of a pandemic that has now

claimed nearly 500,000 lives in the U.S.
and counting.
“I just wanted to hug them,” she said.
“Because that was all I could do.”
After a year that has darkened doorways across the U.S., the pandemic has
surpassed a milestone that once seemed
unimaginable, a reminder of the virus’s
reach into all corners of the country and
communities of every size and makeup.
“It’s very hard for me to imagine an
American who doesn’t know someone
who has died or have a family member
who has died,” said Ali Mokdad, a professor of health metrics at the University of Washington in Seattle. “We haven’t
really fully understood how bad it is,
how devastating it is, for all of us.”
The COVID-19 death toll in the U.S.

topped 500,000 Monday, all but matching the number of Americans killed in
World War II, Korea and Vietnam combined.
The lives lost, as recorded by Johns
Hopkins University, are about equal to
the population of Kansas City, Missouri,
and greater than that of Miami; Raleigh,
North Carolina; or Omaha, Nebraska.
The U.S. toll is by far the highest
reported in the world, accounting for
20% of the nearly 2.5 million coronavirus deaths globally, though the true
numbers are thought to be significantly
greater, in par t because of the many
cases that were overlooked, especially
early in the outbreak.
SEE COVID-19/PAGE A5

Thawing
ice spells
new trouble
As snow and ice melt,
pollutants find their
way to water sources
BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

One might think thawing signals a winter storm’s end, but a whole host of issues
just begins when the ice finally melts.
Thawing ice presents similar problems to any water runoff. According
to Lebanon Stormwater Coordinator
Brian Chomicki, two major contamination sources after a snowmelt event
come from “brines used to keep the road
de-iced and the runoff from thawing agricultural livestock wastes and pet wastes.”
“As the snow and ice melt, ever ything it has come in contact with potentially discharges to our surface waters.
This discharge carries with it a variety
of substances that affect water quality,”
Chomicki said. “Successful efforts have
been made in recent years to reduce the
toxicity and improve the effectiveness of
these road brines used by state and local
governments.”
The three main types of road salt are
halite, potassium chloride and calcium
magnesium acetate. Halite isn’t good for
roadside vegetation. Potassium chloride,
a.k.a potash, is a powerful fertilizer that
causes uncontrolled vegetation growth.
Calcium magnesium acetate is the safest
for the environment but is so expensive
it’s cost prohibitive.
SEE TROUBLE/PAGE A5

AG nominee
Garland vows to
fight extremism
Photos by Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Black History Committee member Karla McAdoo, left, sells admission tickets to Nicole Hastings on Saturday at Capitol Theatre in Lebanon. Hastings attended the screening of “The Butler” with her friends, Joely and Jayden Poore.

Showing of ‘The Butler’ raises funds

SEE TRADITION/PAGE A5

SEE GARLAND/PAGE A5

The Capitol Theater’s historic marquee spreads the word about the movie screening Saturday. Proceeds from the event went toward the Wilson County Black History Committee’s Pickett Chapel
restoration project.
Black Histor y trivia night.
Another trivia night was scheduled for this year too, but plans
were revised out of COVID-19
safety precautions.
“This way allowed for us to
space everybody out. We want
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to keep everybody safe,” Harris said.
This isn’t the first time the
committee has screened a
movie though. Previous viewings featured “Glor y Road,”
and “Jesse,” to name a few. The
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Wilson County Black History
Committee takes pride in presenting their history in a palatable way for younger audiences. “Movies are one of the best

n
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After a week locked inside
from the snow, some Wilson
County residents found respite
at the Capitol Theatre’s screening of “The Butler.”
Presented by the Wilson
County Black History Committee, “The Butler” tells the story
of Cecil Gaines, a character
based on the real life Eugene
Allen. Allen worked as a butler in the White House for 34
years, serving seven presidents
from Dwight Eisenhower to
Ronald Reagan. He retired in
1986 as the highest ranking
White House servant.
WCBHC Chair Mary Harris
said the screening was a way to
raise money for the restoration
of Pickett Chapel, a project
many years in the making.
In years past, the committee held different fundraising
events during Black History
Month. For the previous two
years, the committee hosted

BY MICHAEL BALSAMO

WASHINGTON — Merrick Garland,
President Joe Biden’s attorney general
nominee, vowed Monday to prioritize
combating extremist violence and said
his first focus would be on the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol as he sought
to assure lawmakers that the Justice
Department would remain politically
independent on his watch.
A federal appeals court judge who
n
was snubbed
by Republicans for a seat
on the Supreme Court in 2016, Garland appeared Monday before the Senate Judiciary Committee and is widely
expected to sail through his confirmation process with bipartisan support.
“The attorney general represents the
public interest, particularly and specifically as defined by the Constitution
and the statutes of the United States,”
Garland said. “I do not plan to be interfered with by anyone.”
Garland will inherit a Justice Department that endured a tumultuous era
under Tr ump — rife with political
drama and controversial decisions
— and that faced abundant criticism
from Democrats over what they saw as
the politicizing of the nation’s top law
enforcement agencies.
“I have grown pretty immune to
any kind of pressure, other than the
pressure to do what I think is the right
thing, given the facts and the law. That
is what I intend to do as the attorney
general, I don’t care who pressures me
in whatever direction,” he said.

Committee
continues Black
History Month
tradition
BY CHANDLER INIONS

Confirmation process underway;
bipartisan support expected
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Columnist Hewitt
says the Senate
should confirm
Neera Tanden to
lead the OMB.
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