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SPORTS
Friday’s test: Can Wilson  

Central slow down Mt. Juliet? B175 cents

The Wilson County Com-
mission approved an increase 
in the adequate facilities tax for 
new homes by $2,000 during its 
meeting Monday.

The initial proposal was to 
raise the tax from the current 
$3,000 to $7,500 for new resi-
dences.

Many commissioners and 
others in attendance objected to 
the size of the increase.

Wilson County’s finances 
are being strained by growth, 
and commissioners are seeking 

ways to bolster revenue.
There are several dif ferent 

areas where commissioners 
could and already are raising 
taxes to help generate this extra 
revenue. A raise in the adequate 
facilities tax will raise taxes for 
only those who are building new 
homes and businesses in Wil-
son County, while other kinds 
of taxes, like a property or sales 
tax, would affect everyone.

“There are other revenues 
coming in from other places,” 
said Dan Walker, District 10 
commissioner. “But the people 
in my district are more in favor 

of increasing the adequate facili-
ties tax rather than increasing 
the property taxes.”

Discussions about the tax 
became heated between com-
missioners, and during the pub-
lic hearing portion of the meet-
ing, many Wilson County resi-
dents spoke out against the tax 
increase.

Bobby Eastland, who owns 
Eastland Construction, based 
in Mt. Juliet, spoke about the 
effects this tax would have on 
his business.

“We have 24 full-time employ-
ees and many other full-time 
contractors and vendors who 
depend on our success,” East-
land said.  “The proposed 
increase of the AFT will result in 
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County votes to increase adequate facilities tax
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Longtime District 17 Wilson 
County Commissioner Gary 
Keith resigned late Monday.

Keith gave no reason 
in his resignation let-
ter, but in an interview 
with the Democrat, he 
said he is dealing with 
chronic obstr uctive 
pulmonary disease and 
heart trouble.

“I went 13 years and 
only missed one meet-
ing,” Keith said. “The last three 
months, I couldn’t even get to 

one. My health just fell down 
the past several months.”

Fe l low  Commiss ioner 
Kenny Reich, who represents 
District 6 and is one of Keith’s 

closest friends on the 
commission, said, “He 
reached the point where 
he was not doing his 
constituents well. He 
believes that to repre-
sent his district he need-
ed to be able to go to 
meetings. I respect his 
decision.”
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Citing health, Wilson County 
Commissioner Keith resigns
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Gary Keith

Saturday will see Lebanon’s 
historic downtown square and 
surrounding area turned into an 
exploration of new possibilities.

Parklet Day is the city’s ver-
sion of International Park(ing) 
Day, which seeks to reimagine 
urban blocks into places of art, 
social interaction and nature.

“We want to do some dem-
onstration projects,” said Paul 
Corder of the event, which will 
run from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. “That 
involves taking a parking space 
and turning it into something 
else.”

Corder said that none of the 
actual parking space around the 
square will be used. Instead, 
parklets will be created in the 
spaces along East Main Street 
one block east of the square. 
And one block of Gay Street 
on the west side will allocated 
to vendors. Merchants on the 
square itself will be participat-
ing, he said.

This is how the event is 
described on the city’s website: 
“... Community members, His-
toric Lebanon, and City of Leba-
non Planning Staff will be using 
ar tistic inspirations to create 
parklets to educate each other, 
to contribute our ideas, and to  
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First Parklet 
Day offers 
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downtown 
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Compromise puts raise at 
$2,000 to help pay for growth

Saturday event 
explores options

T
he Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation, 
which operates 

three branches of crime 
labs located in Nashville, 
Knoxville, and Memphis, 
completed over 70,000 lab 
tests during the 2018-2019 
fiscal year.

The facility located in 
Nashville is the largest 
and receives the bulk of 
the cases from around the 
state. The facilities include 
a forensic chemistry lab, a 
toxicology lab, a forensic 
biology lab, a CODIS lab, a 
firearms identification lab, 
a microanalysis lab, a latent 
prints lab, a breath alcohol 
calibration lab, an evidence 
receiving lab and a crime 
science response lab.

Glen Jay Glenn, a special 
agent forensic scientist and 
composite artist, assists with 
investigations by drawing 
perpetrators that victims 
describe.

“I’ll gather information 
just based on what they can 
recall. I get them to open 
up and feel comfortable,” 
Glenn said. “Sometimes an 
individual may be kind of 
withdrawn if the trauma is 
great. For some, it’s a way 
to start expressing and start 
venting about the event that 
happened, while honing in on 
the individual. I try to take 
this information and put it on 
paper.”
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INSIDE THE CRIME LAB
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Nashville facility 
is key to law 
enforcement

Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Glen Jay Glenn, a special agent forensic scientist and composite artist at the Tennessee Bureau of Inves-
tigation, completed this sketch of a “perpetrator” in less than an hour. The “perpetrator” was a TBI 
intern’s father, who Glenn had never met.
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