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SPORTS
Watertown takes both titles at 

FCS Christmas Tournament. B1$1

Every year people ring in 
the New Year in different ways. 
Some throw dinner par ties, 
some go to the area bars and 
some stay home and go to bed 
early.

Others may find themselves 
dealing with a problem: too 
much to drink, too impaired 
to drive and having spent their 

last dollar on a cocktail. That 
makes it the perfect time to 
call the sheriff ’s deputy for a 
ride, right?

Well, yes. The Wilson Coun-
ty Sherif f ’s Department will 
be offering free rides home on 
New Year’s Eve to anyone who 
thinks they are too impaired to 
drive and responsible enough 
to call them.

“All we are worried about 

is making sure everyone stays 
safe and makes it home,” Wil-
son County Sherif f ’s Depart-
ment Public Information Offi-
cer Lt. Scott Moore said. “We 
want people to give us a call, 
and there will be no questions 
asked.”

The department has been 
offering this service for rough-
ly a decade but has not adver-
tised lately, citing a lack of par-
ticipation. According to Moore, 
the main issue in the past has 
been callers wanting deputies 
to take them from one party to 
the other.

For those not looking to bar 
hop in the back seat of a patrol 
car, the service will be avail-
able starting at 2 p.m. when 
surplus deputies come into 
work.

Those are volunteer of f-
duty of ficers who come in 
for second and third shifts to 
help regular on-duty of ficers 
throughout the night. The 
third shift ends at 6 a.m. so 
rides should be available into 
the early morning hours of 
Jan.1.

SEE SAFE/PAGE A5

Sheriff’s office to help revelers 
ride home safe New Year’s Eve

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Free pickups available across county 
for residents who feel impaired

Mt. Juliet’s use of automat-
ed license plate readers has 
already led to an arrest even 
before they could be deployed 
citywide, and the arrest serves 
as a proof-of-concept for the city.

One  o f  the  tes t  un i t s 
deployed to demonstrate how 
automated license plate read-
ers can and will be used in Mt. 
Juliet tagged a vehicle in con-
nection with a warrant for the 
arrest of an alleged shooter 
from Franklin. This led police to 
pursue and apprehend the sus-
pect while he was in Mt. Juliet.

The 35-year-old suspect, 
Gabriel Jordan, was consid-
ered armed and dangerous 
after allegedly shooting at his 
estranged wife in the Cool 
Springs area on Dec. 21. He fled 
east in a black, 2016 Mitsubi-
shi Outlander, which Franklin 
police promptly announced with 
an offering for a cash reward. 
He entered Mt. Juliet, and his 
license plate was recognized 
by one of the test license plate 
readers.

SEE READER/PAGE A5

Mt. Juliet 
catches 

wanted man 
via license 

plate reader

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
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Devices soon to be 
installed citywide

NASHVILLE — Beginning 
Jan. 1, Tennesseans can quali-
fy for a new state-issued “con-
cealed carry” handgun permit 
simply by watching a 90-minute 
online training video, with no 
requirement for live firearms 
training.

The law, which still requires 
applicants to pass a criminal 
background check, is a dramatic 
overhaul of the state’s nearly 
24-year-old handgun carry per-
mit law.

It’s one of 18 laws passed 
this  year by the General 
Assembly that go into effect in 
2020. And it’s easily the most  
controversial.

Tennessee’s existing hand-
gun car r y permit law now 
allows some 631,000 people 
ages 21 and older to carr y a 
handgun either openly or con-
cealed in public. It requires they 
take eight hours of training, 
including live-fire training.

The new law creates a two-
tiered permitting system.

SEE LAW/PAGE A5

Online 
concealed 

carry training 
law takes effect 

Wednesday
BY ANDY SHER
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Members of One Way Out Bluegrass Band harmonize during a performance at Lebanon’s Bicentennial Celebration held on Nov. 23 at the 
Wilson County Expo Center.

From growth and sports milestones to 
Lebanon’s Bicentennial Celebration, 2019 
was a packed year for Wilson County. 
Here’s a look back at some of the high-
lights:

Lebanon OKs land buy for sports 
complex (Jan. 15)

The Lebanon City Council approved 
the purchase of 155.3 acres of land 
between Stumpy Lane and Walnut Grove 
Road for approximately $3 million, with 
plans to boost the local economy by 
building a spor ts complex for tourna-
ments and events.

Discussion on the project has pro-
gressed throughout the year, and the 
city hopes to eventually bring baseball 
and soccer fields to the property. Most 
recently, officials began looking at scal-
ing back or phasing in the complex 
after receiving a cost estimate nearing  
$36 million.

SEE 2019/PAGE A3

Wilson County’s year marked by growth and achievement
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST

ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 
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Watertown senior libero Sydney Murrell makes a pass in the Class A state volleyball cham-
pionship match against Summertown.
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