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SPORTS
Columnist Larry Woody writes about CWD 

and its impact on the deer population. B2$1

The Wilson County Planning Commis-
sion deferred final plat approval on Friday 
for a subdivision development on Hearn 
Hill Road in Watertown, which would 
include approximately 15 lots.

Nine of those require commission 
approval due to measuring less than 5 
acres, but residents in the area fear the 

whole project will bring dangerous levels 
of traffic.

“You’re setting a precedent for some-
thing that is going to boom out there,” 
County Line Road resident Deanne Brad-
ford said, noting that Horse Thief Hollow 
has indicated plans for a subdivision in the 
area as well. “Two cars can’t pass comfort-
ably on that road ... you’re setting us up out 
there for somebody to get killed.”

Wilson County Planning Director Tom 
Brashear said his office is aware of Horse 
Thief Hollow’s land holdings, and has dis-
cussed possible development with them.

“They have property all the way up to 
and including areas up front on Sparta 
Pike,” he said. “It’s our opinion that any 
subdivision development that occurs needs 
to happen from that direction going for-
ward ... in part because of the condition 
of the roads and the size and scale of the 
future development.”
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The flu kills thousands of 
Americans every season, and 
half of those deaths are among 
people who did not have risk 
factors for dying from flu.

The federal Center for Dis-
ease Control repor ts there 
are two types of flu, seasonal 
and pandemic. It reports the 
nation is currently only see-
ing the seasonal flu. The 
CDC says this is still no time 
to relax and skip the vaccine, 
however.

The CDC, along with the 
Tennessee Depar tment of 
Health, recommends everyone 
six months and older get their 
flu shots every year. Rumors 
of the flu vaccine adverse reac-
tions are, for the most part, 
unfounded, according to the 
Tennessee Depar tment of 
Health.

Fears such as having side-
af fects like fever and flu-like 
symptoms sometimes prevent 
people from getting the vac-
cine. TDH spokeswoman Eliz-
abeth Hart said not getting the 
shot because of fear could pos-
sibly lead to death. She said 
this season is projecting to be 
a rough one and it is important 
to get a flu shot, cover your 
cough, wash your hands and 
stay home if you are sick.

“We know the vaccine can 
lessen the severity of the ill-
ness even if one still gets the 
flu,” said Hart. “Those who are 
vaccinated are significantly 
less likely to be hospitalized 
or die from flu than those not 
vaccinated.”

Hart is not the only one ask-
ing that employees stay home 
if they think they have the flu. 
Wilson County Mayor Ran-
dall Hutto, who received his 
flu shot in November, said if 

any of the employees working 
in his office suspect they are 
sick to please call in and stay 
home.

“I would rather they stay 
home, simply because we see 
many people during the day 
and my of fice is very busy,” 
said Hutto.

He said he has gotten an 
annual flu shot for years, just 

one reason being he “shakes a 
lot of hands.”

TDH began tracking influ-
enza cases Sept. 30.

CDC spokeswoman Kris-
ten Nordlund, said nationally, 
flu activity has been elevated 
for five weeks and continues 
to increase. She said flu activ-
ity is currently being caused 
mostly by influenza B/Victo-

ria viruses, followed by H1N1 
viruses and H3N2 viruses.

“It is unusual for there to 
be this much influenza B activ-
ity at this time of year,” said 
Nordlund. “Because of the 
elevation in flu cases, this rep-
resents somewhat of an early 
start to the U.S. flu season.”

SEE FLU/PAGE A7

Health agencies report flu cases growing
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Wilson County Mayor Randall Hutto gets his flu shot in November from Wilson County Health Depart-
ment nurse Liz Sherfy during a free flu shot clinic sponsored by the department.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Tennessee, along with 
ACLU’s national organization, is 
suing Mt. Juliet in federal court 
over a zoning ordinance that 
ef fectively bans surgical abor-
tions in the city limits.

Mt. Juliet’s City Commission 
passed the ordinance, which 
limits surgical abortion clinics 
to industrial zones, at a special 
called meeting in March two 
days after women’s clinic Cara-
fem opened in the city.

Because of language that also 
bans surgical abortions within 
1,000 feet of churches, schools 
and other facilities, the ordi-
nance functionally prevents the 
procedure inside city limits.

“The ACLU of Tennessee and 
our partners filed this lawsuit 
to ensure that when a woman 
has made the ver y personal 
decision to end her pregnancy 
based on her own personal cir-
cumstances, she can still access 
abortion care without politicians 
interfering,” ACLU of Tennes-
see Executive Director Hedy 
Weinberg said. “Passing an ordi-
nance whose sole purpose is 
to prevent women from having 
abortions and doctors from pro-
viding a specific medical proce-
dure is unconstitutional. We are 
asking the court to declare the  
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Everyone urged 
to get vaccine

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration Wednesday 
announced plans that would pave 
the way for Americans to begin 
purchasing lower priced prescrip-
tion drugs imported from Canada.

Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar described two 
ways in which the administration 
proposes to loosen long-standing 
federal policy that prevents the 
importation of drugs from over-
seas. He called the effort “one of 
the highest priorities we have in 
the administration.”
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Residents wary of traffic impact

Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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