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Wilson County’s face mask 
mandate will continue through 
Sept. 30 after Gov. Bill Lee on 
Friday extended local author-
ity to enforce it. Mayor Ran-
dall Hutto said he is confident 

about how local COVID-19 case 
data is trending and hopes the 
continued mandate will bring 
the numbers down further.

“It’s included in our order 
that if the governor extends 
his executive orders that we’ll 
do the same,” Hutto said Fri-

day afternoon. “We hope that 
our numbers continue to go 
down, and maybe even go away 
before Sept. 30, which would 
mean we wouldn’t have to con-
tinue with a mask mandate.”

There are currently 2,764 
confirmed cases in Wilson 

County with 719 still active. 
Thir ty-one county residents 
have died as a result of the 
virus.

Since the mandate’s f irst 
extension on Aug. 3, Wilson 
County’s per day case aver-
age has decreased from 31.4 
to 27.7, while the rate of posi-
tive tests has slightly increased 
from 9% to 9.2%. The World 

Health Organization recom-
mends a 5% or lower positivi-
ty rate over two weeks as the 
standard for safe community 
reopening.

“The numbers have taken 
a turn downward and we’ve 
ver y pleased and encouraged 
by that,” Hutto said. “We don’t 
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WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump blast-
ed Joe Biden as a hapless 
career politician who will 
endanger Americans’ safe-
ty as he accepted his par-
ty’s renomination on the 
South Lawn of the White 
House. While the corona-
virus kills 1,000 Americans 
each day, Trump defied his 
own administration’s pan-
demic guidelines to speak 
for more than an hour to 
a tightly packed, largely 
maskless crowd.

Facing a moment fraught 

with racial turmoil, econom-
ic collapse and a national 
health emergency, Trump 
delivered a triumphant, opti-
mistic vision of America’s 
future Thursday. But he 
said that brighter horizon 
could only be secured if he 
defeated his Democratic 
foe, who currently has an 
advantage in most national 
and battleground state polls.

“We have spent the last 
four years reversing the 
damage Joe Biden inflict-
ed over the last 47 years,” 
Trump said, referring to 
the former senator and vice 
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The Lebanon City Coun-
cil voted to defer the South 
Hartmann Gateway Over-
lay at its last regular called 
meeting amid concerns 
about its constitutionali-
ty, but approval could be 
more likely after a discus-
sion at Thursday’s work 
session.

Opposition to the plan is 
focused on language that 
would require new devel-
opments to include green 
spaces, such as plazas or 
neighborhood parks. Ens-
ley Hagan, who is a Gen-
eral Sessions Court judge, 
said ahead of a vote on the 
plan’s first reading that the 

city government imposing 
those standards on private 
property owners could be 
unconstitutional.

Lebanon Mayor Ber-
nie Ash said he cast 
his tie-breaking vote to 
defer the plan because of 
Hagan’s feedback, but that 
he feels more confident 
about its legality after fur-
ther discussion.

“If the question is wheth-
er we can tell proper ty 
owners what to do with 
their land, that’s a whole 
‘is zoning legal, is it consti-
tutional?’ ” Lebanon Plan-
ning Director Paul Cord-
er said. “The Supreme 
Court’s decided that 100 
years ago, it’s been chal-
lenged many times and 
they keep saying the 
same thing — that it is 

Trump lashes Biden, 
defies pandemic on 
White House stage
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Nearly 50 years ago, Nashville 
Freedom Rider Ernest “Rip” Pat-
ton Jr. was arrested on the front 
lines of the fight against segrega-
tion in the United States.

Patton had joined several sit-
ins, stand-ins and boycotts before 
boarding a Greyhound bus from 
Nashville to Jackson, Mississippi 
on May 24, 1961 to peacefully pro-
test segregation on public trans-
portation. He was among 300 Afri-
can Americans taken to the state 
penitentiary as a result.

Today, Patton travels the coun-
try sharing his experiences with 
students, many of whom are grap-
pling with racial tensions follow-
ing incidents like the Jacob Blake 
shooting in Wisconsin and George 
Floyd’s death in Minneapolis. 
His most recent stop took him to 
Cumberland University for a pre-
sentation and panel discussion on 
Thursday.

“ We  i n  N a s h v i l l e  w o u l d 
announce ourselves through 
music,” he said. “We would 
announce our presence through 
music. We didn’t loot, we didn’t 
burn, we all didn’t talk at the same 
time, but we would sing.”

Nonviolence and the importance 
of organization were Patton’s big-
gest takeaways from the successes 
of the 1960s civil rights movement. 
He also encouraged today’s activ-
ists to follow the teachings of James 
Lawson, who mentored many of the 
movement’s leaders while attending 
Vanderbilt University.

“Lawson taught us about non-
violence and nonviolent resis-
tance,” he said. “He taught us 
things from the Bible. He taught 
us how to cover up when you 
were being beaten, because the 
Bible says to love thy neighbor 
as thyself. And I figure you’re 
going to beat up on somebody, 

you don’t love yourself.”
Patton said those peaceful tac-

tics saw increasing numbers of 
allies join the Freedom Riders for 
sit-ins at segregated businesses. 
During mass arrests in that era, 

activists also filled the prison sys-
tem over capacity instead of pay-
ing $50 fines for coming into seg-
regated spaces.

Freedom Rider ‘Rip’  
Patton shares his story at CU 

Civil rights  
activist encourages 

nonviolence to meet 
current moment 
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Ernest “Rip” Patton Jr., one of the Freedom Riders, traveled with many other 
civil rights activists in a Greyhound bus from Nashville to Jackson, Mississippi 
on May 24, 1961 as part of a peaceful protest against segregation. He was 
among 300 Black Americans arrested that day, and carries a baseball cap 
with his booking number as a reminder.

County extends mask mandate through Sept. 30
Case average declines as positive test percentages hold

Freedom Rider Ernest “Rip” Patton Jr. takes part in a panel discussion on 
issues facing the Black community held at Cumberland University on Thurs-
day. From left are the Rev. Raymond Burns of Baird’s Grove Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Patton, CU professor Roshanda Odom, CU professor Valerie King 
and Wilson County Black History Committee President Mary Harris.
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