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The Lebanon Wilson, Mt. Juliet 
and Watertown chambers of com-
merce are partnering with several 
area banks to promote more small 
business shopping with the Tenn-
CommUNITY campaign beginning 
Friday.

According to the Lebanon Wil-
son Chamber of Commerce, fund-
ing from the banks sponsoring the 
project is being used for new mar-
keting strategies over a six-month 
period.

“We know our local businesses 
have been through a lot with the 
tornado and COVID-19,” Lebanon 
Wilson Chamber President Mela-
nie Minter said. “The main objec-
tive … is for everyone to support 
our businesses and keep Wilson 
County communities their first 
place to shop. It is a united front for 
all in Wilson County, and we hope 
other counties will want to visit our 
communities as well.

BY ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON          
AND ADAM GELLER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The resurgence of the corona-
virus in the United States ignit-
ed fierce debate Monday about 
whether to reopen schools, as 
global health officials warned 
that the pandemic will intensi-
fy unless more countries adopt 
comprehensive plans to combat 
it.

“If the basics aren’t followed, 
there is only one way this pan-
demic is going to go,”said the 

director of the World Health 
Organization, Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus. “It’s going to get 
worse and worse and worse.”

Debate over the risks the virus 
poses, and how best to fight it, 
were spotlighted in Florida after 
it shattered the record among 

U.S. states for the largest sin-
gle-day increase, with more than 
15,000 newly confirmed cases.

Officials and health experts 
in hard-hit Miami pushed back 
against pressure, both from Gov. 
Ron DeSantis and President 
Donald Trump, to bring students 

back to classrooms next month.
“We just absolutely cannot 

risk the health of children, their 
well-being and safety, or any of 
our colleagues,” said Karla Her-
nandez-Mats, president of the 
United Teachers of Dade union 
and a middle school teacher 
herself. “We’re probably going 
to have to go to a full shutdown 
mode. I can’t see the schools 
reopening except with the 100% 
virtual model.”

Parents have until Wednesday 
to notify the Miami-Dade school 
district of their decision whether 
they will send their kids to school 

U.S. debates school reopening
WHO warns ‘no 
return to normal’ BY THE NUMBERS: COVID-19

COVID-19 cases continue to surge in Tennessee, with 3,314 new 

cases reported Monday, bringing the state total to 65,274 with 

749 deaths. That compares with 52,155 cases and 653 deaths a 

week ago.

In Wilson County, as of Monday there were 1,261 cases and 17 

deaths. Last week at this time, there were 963 cases and 17 deaths.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Eighteen-year-old Jalen Wof-
ford’s life was upended last 
month when he came home to 
find his mother Deborah had 
died in a house fire, but he and 
his family have fought through 
with help from the community.

Friends and classmates have 
raised thousands of dollars to 
help them move into an apart-
ment, and Scoopz Italian Ices 
hosted a benefit cookout and 
silent auction on Sunday that 
brought in approximately $2,500 
for furnishings.

“It feels like a gift from God, 
and I know my mom’s looking 

down on us right now,” Wofford 
said. “It’s been hard, and you’ve 
got to take it day by day.”

Wofford’s grandmother Karen 
Yancey and uncle Shawn Wof-

ford survived the fire, and said it 
was a harrowing experience and 
a long road to recovery.

“I was in the house asleep and 
Shawn came home from work 

and saw the house on fire,” Yanc-
ey recalled. “I couldn’t climb, so 
he started pulling me out. I want-
ed to go back and find anoth-
er way, but there was so much 
smoke in the house so he kept 
pulling me until he could get me 
out of the room.”

Heavy smoke and fire damage 
prevented them from going back 
in for Jalen’s mother, which dev-
astated the family.

“Six months ago, I lost my 
baby daughter to illness,” Yanc-
ey said. “And six months after 
that to lose my daughter to this, 
it’s been a double blow on me. 
I think about it all the time and 
keep praying to God to help me 
go day by day.”

After the fire, the American 
Red Cross helped the Woffords 
find a hotel room and Jalen’s 

‘Day by day’: Wofford family recovering from tragedy 
Scoopz raises  

$2.5K for family 
ravaged by house fire

Lebanon High 
School gradu-
ate Jalen Wof-

ford shares a 
meal with 

loved ones 
during a 

fundraiser for 
his family at 

Scoopz Italian 
Ices held  
Sunday.
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Community members take part in a silent auction at Scoopz Italian 
Ices on Sunday to benefit the Woffords, who lost a member of their 
family and their possessions in a fire on June 2.

Chambers 
partner with 

banks to launch 
new campaign 

on Friday

TennCommUNITY 
created to boost  
local businesses 

BY JONATHAN MATTISE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — Gov. Bill Lee on 
Monday signed one of the strictest 
abortion bans in the country, and a 
federal judge quickly blocked the 
measure.

U.S. District Judge William 
Campbell in Nashville opted to 
wait for the bill to become law to 
rule on whether to block the bans 
included in it. In granting the tem-
porary restraining order Monday, 
he wrote that he’s “bound by the 
Supreme Court holdings prohibit-
ing undue burdens on the availabil-
ity of pre-viability abortions.”

Supporters of these type of bills 
hope lawsuits over them head to 
an increasingly conservative U.S. 
Supreme Court in hopes of ending 
the constitutional right to abortion 
protected under the 1973 Roe v. 
Wade landmark ruling.

Lee signs, court 
blocks 6-week 
abortion ban

Dems say state will waste 
millions fighting ruling
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