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The sales tax in Wilson Coun-
ty will be going to 9.75% from 
9.25% after voters overwhelm-
ingly gave their OK on Tuesday.

The referendum passed with 
12,560 votes for, 9,082 against, 
or 58% to 42%, according to com-
plete yet unofficial results post-
ed by Wilson County Elections 
Administrator Phillip Warren.

The portion of the addition-
al revenue that tax increase 
will bring to Wilson County 
Schools, $5.2 million, will be 
dedicated to teacher raises.

In a statement released Tues-
day night, WCS Director Donna 
Wright said:

“This is a historical moment 
for our classroom teachers, 
both Wilson County and LSSD. 
I don’t remember a time where 

we have seen such a grassroots 
ef for t to suppor t, honor and 
place high value on our educa-
tors.

“I can assure our Wilson 
County taxpayers that their 
investment in our teachers will 
bring a significant return on 
that investment as they contin-
ue to provide a quality educa-
tion for each and every student. 
I am thankful and grateful to the 

citizens of Wilson County for 
validating and recognizing our 
incredible teachers.”

In the race for the Republi-
can nomination for 15th Judi-
cial District Division II Circuit 
Cour t judge, Smith County 
General Session Judge Michael 
Collins of Carthage topped Leb-
anon attorney Shawn McBrien 
and Carthage Assistant District 
Attorney Javin Cripps.

In Wilson County, Collins got 
4,986 votes to 3,726 for McBrien 
and 3,252 for Cripps.

Two other counties held local 
primaries, Smith and Macon. 
In Smith, Collins got 2,004 
votes to 865 for Cripps and 255 
for McBrien. In Macon, it was 
Cripps with 849, Collins with 
842 and McBrien with 189.

Wilson County voters approve sales tax hike
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Parents struggling to find 
educational support for children 
with autism, ADHD and more 
may have a new option this fall 
in the Edison School.

The private school already has 
a location in Sumner County, 
and its small class size means 
teachers have more time for 
one-on-one attention. Dozens 
of local parents have joined 
an ef for t to see the program 
of fered in Wilson County as 
well.

“We’ve been exploring the 

option to expand into Wilson 
County since summer of last 
year,” headmaster Jonathan Wil-
son said. “Parents had contacted 
me at our summer location, and 
we did a lot of research. We’re 
working with a church out there 
to get approval to lease space, 
although we can’t identify which 
one yet.”

W i lson  sa id  communi ty 
engagement at meetings about 
the school has been strong, and 
several families have already 
turned in enrollment forms. The 
program would initially serve 
students from pre-K to ninth 

grade, and expand through 12th 
grade by 2023.

“The way we approach our 
program is unique to each 
child,” he said. “We figure out 
what kind of learner they are, 
so if they’re an auditory learner 
we’ll tailor the lessons to that 
and if they’re a kinetic learner 
we’ll incorporate more move-
ment.”

Teachers at the Edison School 
work with classrooms up to 
seven students, which means 
they have more time to see how 

Edison School designed to help students with learning differences

MORE ABOUT EDISON
The Edison School, a private school focused on helping children with 

special needs, is currently accepting enrollment applications and expects 
to open in Wilson County this fall. Here are the fast facts about tuition, 
hours and more that interested parents should know:

• Tuition fees are $13,500 per year, adjusted down to $7,800 for half 
days, $9,300 for three-day weeks and $6,200 for two-day weeks. Part-
time schedules are meant to supplement a homeschool curriculum.

• School days are from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., with drop-off at 7:30 a.m. and 
pickup at 3:15 p.m.

• Pre-K to ninth grade students currently accepted, location to be 
determined

• Further information and applications available by calling 615-431-
5637 or emailing jwilson@theedisonschool.com

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Mt. Juliet commissioners have 
finally adopted the Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan after about 
five years of focused development.

Merely developing the trans-
portation plan itself even before 
implementing it has already cost 
$175,000 partly due to analytical 
studies. The city also invested con-
siderable time in the form of public 
hearings, polls and staff meetings 
between city officials. It’s based on 
predictions about what the city’s 
infrastructure requirements will be 
20 years from now.

These projections of the future 
compare the city’s 2010 base-year 
highway system to the expected 
needs of 2040, and they conform 
to the Nashville Area MPO’s travel 
demand model, which was part of 
their 2040 Regional Transportation 
Plan and has obviously been tested 
already by proportionately compa-
rable growth in recent years.

The dif ference in Mt. Juliet’s 
goal, however, is that its plan, 
adopted late in February, aims to 
sustain its small-town vibe while 
increasing connectivity with Leb-
anon and Nashville by expanding 
existing roadway infrastructure. 
This also includes the develop-
ment of smarter street signals and 
increasing the number of options 
drivers have regarding how 
to reach their destinations in or 
around Mt. Juliet.

Preliminary studies for the new 
plan rated Mt. Juliet’s connectivi-
ty with Lebanon and Nashville as 
occupying a “relatively low level,” 
recommending improvements. 
In particular, the focus for those 
improvements start with Mt. Juliet 
Road and fan out from there to 
address its interactions with other 
key roadways like Division Street, 
Lebanon Road, Old Lebanon Dirt 
Road and of course I-40.

As amended and approved, the 
plan aims to add lanes to Bender’s 
Ferry from Lebanon Road to Mays 
Chapel, two segments of Nonaville 

Mt. Juliet 
adopts  

CTP after  
5 years of 

development
Transportation plan 
document looks at 

growth to 2040
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T
he scene was enough to bring 
Steven Samra to tears.

Only two hours beforehand, the 
Lebanon man had left his tornado-damaged 
home near StoneBridge for a trip to 
Providence. When he returned, volunteers 
filled the entire street as they worked to 
clear limbs and debris.

“It’s incredibly humbling to have these 
people out here helping us,” Samra said. 
“And it tells me more about the spirit of my 
community than anything I’ve ever seen. 
I think the biggest lesson for me and my 
family is that when we see this happen 
again, we’ll be the first ones at the door to 
volunteer because we know what it’s like to 
feel powerless.”

Samra was planning to travel to 
Washington, D.C. for his job on Tuesday 
morning before the tornado struck, totaling 
his wife’s vehicle and scattering trees 

across the backyard.
Now homebound, he instead spent the 

week offering thanks and refreshments to 
volunteers the Lebanon Police Department 
organized to help with the cleanup.

“We started the morning after the storm,” 
Lebanon Police Chief Mike Justice said. 

“Our main goal was to get people to come 
to centralized locations, because having a 
lot of volunteer vehicles around is a hazard 
to the fire department and people working 
on the power lines.”

Hundreds unite to combat 

tornado’s destructive wake 
Lebanon Police 

Department helms 
volunteer effort
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Volunteers sift through wreckage during a cleanup effort organized by the Lebanon Police Department in the wake of Tuesday morn-
ing’s tornado.

Mike Galaway, left, and David Shoulders were among several volunteers who brought 
chainsaws to clear out fallen trees.
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