
LEBANON 
DEMOCRAT

THURSDAY-

FRIDAY
July 22-23, 2021

$1

Mt. Juliet’s Brown 

continuing 

baseball career 

with Astros 

organization.

Page B1

Classifieds B5-6

Comics B7

Editorial A4

Obituaries A3

Sports B1-3, B6, B8

Television A4

Jimmy Driver, Benjamin Beaty, 

Gerald Vantrease, Edward Walker, 

Josephine Watkins

Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE SPORTS

 n n

CONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

lebanondemocrat.com.

C

lebanondemocrat.com.

n n

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County finally has an answer 
to which major distribution company is 
going to be setting up shop in Mt. Juliet, 
and it’s one that all pet parents will recog-
nize — Chewy, Inc.

On Tuesday, Gov. Bill Lee, Department 
of Economic and Community Devel-
opment Commissioner Bob Rolfe and 
Chewy Inc. officials announced that the 
company will establish a new regional 
e-commerce fulfillment center that will 
create 1,200 new jobs.

The new facility will be located at 
Couchville Pike and Maddox Road in Mt. 
Juliet, and is projected to open in fall 2022.

Chewy has been a prominent name 
in the pet supply industry as an online 
retailer of pet food and other pet-related 
products. In 2017, Chewy was acquired 

by PetSmart for $3.35 billion, which was 
the largest ever acquisition of an e-com-
merce business at the time.

The business has been called a lead-
ing innovator in pet e-commerce, offering 
broad selections of more than 2,000 of the 
best and most trusted brands including 
pet products, supplies and prescriptions.
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S
eventy-five years 
after Japan 
surrendered, a 

fallen WWII Marine 
is finally returning to 
Lebanon after it was 
discovered that the 
previous remains sent 
back to Wilson County 
had been misidentified.

Capt. Edward Glenn Walker 
Jr. was the son of a county judge 
who practically brought Lebanon 
into the 20th century through 
infrastructure projects and the 
building of schools. He was also a 
Harvard Law School student, but 
when war broke out, he enlisted 
in the Marine Corps to serve his 
country and was shipped off to 
the Pacific Theater.

County Commissioner and 
self-described historian Jerry 
McFarland told the story of 
Walker’s life, tragically cut 
short on the island of Tarawa, 
during the commission’s 
monthly meeting Monday. 
Tarawa is oft remembered 
for the devastating losses 
that befell American soldiers 
attempting an amphibious 
assault of the narrow atoll that 
held a strategically vital airfield.

The official number of troops 
killed, per the Marine Corps, 

was 1,009. Walker was one of 
the unfortunate members of 
this assault, who would not 
return from the atoll. According 
to McFarland, as was often 
the case in the war, deceased 
soldiers were buried where 
they took their last breath.

After the war, the US 
government set out to exhume 

these graves and send the 
remains back to their families 
stateside.

A couple years later, 
remains that were believed to 
be Walker were returned to 
Lebanon and buried at Wilson 
County Memorial Gardens. 
However, thanks to modern 
technology, it was discovered 

that Walker’s remains were 
actually buried in Hawaii. 
So now the remains of the 
soldier believed to be Walker 
will be exhumed from their 
resting place and returned to 
Hawaii with hopes of properly 
identifying who he was.
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Following the updated census, 
it’s time for countywide redis-
tricting, which means a commit-
tee needed to be appointed to 
settle the matter about how the 
Wilson County commissioners’ 
districts would be drawn. These 
new numbers will also impact 
school districts and road zones.
{/span}

Per Wilson County bylaws, the 
five-person committee compris-
es county commissioners elect-
ed by their colleagues. During 
the commission’s monthly meet-
ing Monday, the commissioners 

Chewy bringing 1,200 jobs to county
Pet product company plans to open in Mt. Juliet in fall 2022

BY LISA MASCARO                                  
AND KEVIN FREKING

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Republicans rejected an ef fort 
Wednesday to begin debate on 
a big infrastructure deal that a 
bipartisan group of senators bro-
kered with President Joe Biden. 
But supporters in both parties 
remained hopeful of another 
chance in coming days.

Democratic Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer of New York 
had scheduled the procedur-
al vote that he described as a 
step to “get the ball rolling” as 
talks progress. But Republicans 
mounted a filibuster, saying the 
bipartisan group needed more 
time to wrap up the deal and 
review the details. They sought a 
delay until Monday.

The party-line vote was 51-49 
against proceeding, short of the 
60 “yes” votes needed to get 
past the Republicans’ block. The 
Democratic leader switched his 
vote to “no” at the end, a proce-
dural step that would allow him 
to move to reconsider.

The nearly $1 trillion measure 
over five years includes about 
$579 billion in new spending 
on roads, broadband and other 

FALLEN MARINE FINALLY HOME

78 years after his death, Capt. Glenn Walker’s to be buried in Lebanon 

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Members of the Combat Veterans of America await their turn in line to pay their respects to Capt. Edward Glenn Walker Jr., at Ligon & Bobo 
Funeral Home in Lebanon on Wednesday while members of Walker’s family sit in the pews.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

A Marine honor guard carries Walker’s casket into Ligon & Bobo Funeral Home in Lebanon on Wednesday.
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