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Wilson County Schools will 
begin searching for land to 
build new schools as growth in 
the county is forecast to contin-
ue, while the board has adopted 
a school calendar that expands 
fall break and the mask require-

ment will continue for another 
month.

Director Jeff Luttrell told the 
board at its Monday meeting 
that requests for proposals 
will go out for two plots of land 
and that he hopes the board 
can select sites by the end of 
the year. He has met in recent 
weeks with the county plan-
ners and Wilson County Mayor 
Randy Hutto, as well as the dis-
trict architect, Kaatz Binkley 
Jones & Morris of Mt. Juliet.

Jason Morris of KBJM out-

lined for the board during last 
week’s work session where 
the growth is most rapid. For 
example, in the Gladeville Ele-
mentar y School attendance 
zone, there are more than 300 
new housing units approved or 
near approval. That school is 
at 99% of its classroom capaci-
ty of 800 students. Near West 
Elementary School, which has 
approximately 30 more students 
enrolled than its capacity of 800, 
there are more than 600 new 
housing units planned.

“Our growth in the county is 
still running at a very fast pace,” 
Luttrell said.

The district will look for land 
in two areas. The first area is 
bounded by Interstate 40 on the 
south, the Cumberland River on 
the north, the Lebanon Special 
School District on the east and 
West Elementary School on the 
west. The second area around 
Gladeville.

Luttrell pointed out that the 
demand for land in Wilson 
County is intense, and that the 

longer the district waits not only 
will the cost rise, but the avail-
ability will decline.

In outlining the process, Lut-
trell said once the district has 
identified the parcels it wants 
to purchase, the county will be 
asked for approval. Hutto and 
the county commission contin-
ue to be supportive of the dis-
trict and the challenges it faces 
dealing with the growth, he 
said.

WCS to begin search for new school sites
Next year’s fall break 

extended, mask 
mandate continues
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Not all plagues form micro-
scopically, but every one has 
the potential to be deadly. For 
victims living through the 
plague of domestic violence and 
abuse, it can feel soul-crushing.

During an event held to 
recognize Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month on Tuesday, 
one victim from Wilson Coun-
ty named Laurie, said that it 
became part of her identity, to 
the point that it made her ques-
tion who she was after the rela-
tionship ended.

Laurie said that she realized 
she was in an abusive relation-
ship about a year before she got 
married.

“That unfortunately is what 
part of the problem is,” she 
said. “You’re told it will never 
happen again.”

Coming to terms with her 
victimization was not an easy 
pill to swallow. She said that if a 
person is brought up in a home 
where there wasn’t domes-
tic violence that “you become 
ashamed and don’t tell anyone.”

However, even when she has 
been able to talk about it, like 
with her sister, it only protract-
ed her victimhood. Laurie said 
that her sister was perplexed 
as to why she hadn’t come for-
ward to the family about it.

“People just don’t understand, 
if they don’t live it,” Laurie 
said. “I would never have ever 
thought it could happen to me.

For Laurie, the perpetuity 
of it was hard to grapple with. 
She indicated that she would 
always look for excuses for his  
behavior.

“He was tired,” Laurie said. 
“He’s worked all day. Things 
like that.”

Despite the difficulties, Lau-
rie said that she doesn’t regret 
it.

“I hate that I lived it, but I 
don’t regret it,” Laurie said.

She said that it has brought 
an empathetic understanding 
for people who have lived with 
it much longer than she did. 
She expressed how being free 
of it isn’t as easy as it sounds, 
that it calcifies into an identity 
that is hard to shake.

Her situation only ended 
when her abuser passed away 
after a period of two years in 
which she was his primar y 
caregiver. Abuses aside, she 
stayed. She said that it was 

because she was raised not to 
walk out on a marriage. While 
she doesn’t blame that upbring-
ing, she acknowledged how its 
impact caused her to stay.

Laurie said that the trials of 
her abuse also led her into her 
current profession as a licensed 
massage therapist. Through 
holistic healing practices, she 
said that she has been able to 
achieve some level of recovery, 
and that she hopes to extend 
these possibilities to others.

BY THE NUMBERS
The event was hosted by 

HomeSafe of Sumner, Wilson 
and Robertson counties, a local 
community-based organization 
committed to providing safety 
and support to people impacted 

by domestic and sexual abuse, 
to fostering survivors’ healing 
and empowerment, and to pro-
moting non-violence and social 
justice.

According to Shannon Lynch, 
a legal advocate for HomeSafe, 
there were 46,000 domestic 
assaults statewide last year. 
Those numbers are confirmed 
on the TN.gov website.

More locally, Lynch said that 
Wilson County had 648 domes-
tic assault cases last year, with 
an additional 150 cases that 
qualified as aggravated domes-
tic assault.

Lynch said that, last year, 
half of HomeSafe’s clients came 
from Wilson County.

Home Safe raises domestic violence awareness

Per a victim, it 
becomes part  

of your identity

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Karlie Odum Cunha painted a canvas during HomeSafe’s Art of Living event at the Wilson County Court-
house on Tuesday, while the organization’s legal advocate, Shannon Lynch (back right) discussed how 
the community can help victims of domestic violence. The event coincided with National Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month.
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After a historic home in Leba-
non was demolished last week, 
there have been sweeping calls 
to modify the city’s preservation 
policies. During Tuesday’s City 
Council meeting, councilors 
voted unanimously to do just 
that.

The ordinance that  met 
approval from the city council 
was drafted with the help of the 
Historic Preservation Commis-
sion (HPC) as well as Historic 
Lebanon, a non-profit dedicated 
to preserving the historic sites 
around the city.

It established a demolition 
moratorium on structures in 
areas being considered for his-
toric preservation districts and 
landmarks.

Prompting this ordinance 
was the demolition of the Judge 
Nathan Green House at 607 W. 
Main St. That section of town 
had been under consideration 
by the Historic Preser vation 
Commission to be designated 
as Lebanon landmarks. Sever-
al of the homes on that stretch 
of road and surrounding of f-
shoots are dated to the mid-19th 
century.

Unfortunately, the protection 
that passage of such a proposal 
would have guaranteed was not 
in effect as of Sept. 25, when the 
home was demolished.

Lebanon 
approves 

demolition 
moratorium 

Passes measure to 
control new auto repair, 

cleaning businesses
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For Jim Amero, Watertown’s 
marquee shopping event of the 
season, the mile long yard sale, 
has been a passion unequaled 
even by the long hours its coor-
dination requires.

Amero has been involved in 
the Watertown Mile Long Yard 
Sale for a quarter century, ever 
since he moved to the city. He’s 
been in charge of coordinating 
the event for about a decade. It’s 
been nothing short of a thrill 

ride for him, but at 74, he feels 
like it’s time to hand over the 
reins.

“It’s been a challenge, but also 
a wonderful ride,” Amero said.

As the owner of Jim’s Antiques 
on the square, Amero was 
immersed in the culture of the 
mile long yard sale right away. 
He acknowledged that it takes 
an all-hands-on-deck approach to 
pulling it off but that the city and 
its residents make something 
special like this possible.

“You just get involved,” Amero 

said. “It’s what Watertown is all 
about.”

Given the weather forecast for 
sunshine and warm tempera-
tures, Amero has been trying to 
add spaces for vendors, to make 
sure everyone can participate.

He said that as recently as 
Wednesday, he was receiving 
calls asking if space was still 
available.

“I have a vendor that just 
called me this morning from 
Knoxville,” Amero said, adding 
that another vendor was coming 
from as far away as Oklahoma.

Watertown hosts fall yard sale
Biannual event is coordinator’s last song, dance

File photo

Shoppers at the Watertown Mile Long Yard Sale in April peruse items 
up for grabs at one of the vendors’ sites. The biannual mile long yard 
sale returns to Watertown on Saturday, starting at 7 a.m.
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