
Lebanon’s Elaine Cecil writes that people 

need to let President Trump do his job. 
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It’s the battle of the Christian schools, 

as Friendship hosts Mt. Juliet. B175 cents

The Wilson County Commission is 
set to fill the vacancy left by longtime 
District 17 Commissioner Gary Keith’s 
retirement at its meeting Monday.

Keith, who made the decision to retire 

after heart problems kept him from reg-
ularly attending meetings, shared his 
thoughts on what he hopes to see from 
the appointed commissioner.

“We’ve got so many needs right now, 
and only certain sources of money,” he 
said, naming the Wilson County Jail 

expansion as a priority. “It’s not about the 
things you want to do ... the things you 
have to do come first. You don’t want to 
raise property taxes to get there, but hope-
fully the commission will pass the sales 
tax so we get funding from out of county.”

Once appointed through a simple 
majority commission vote, the new mem-
ber will serve until the next general elec-
tion on Aug. 6, 2020.

Registered voters of District 17 may sub-
mit written nominations to the county may-
or’s office before the meeting, or in person 
during the meeting (all official nominations 
must be made by the commission).

“We haven’t had any written nomina-
tions so far (as of Tuesday, Oct. 15), but I’m 
sure people’s names have been circulated,”  
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County commission set to appoint new member

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Written, public nominations to be considered

Mt. Juliet city commissioners 
reached very few agreements with 
the developers of Project Sam, a 
project to employ a predicted 1,200 
people in what would be the largest 
building in Middle Tennessee, dur-
ing a meeting this week.

“I’m not sure there was any-
thing productive that came out of 
the meeting,” Commissioner Ray 
Justice told the Democrat after 
Monday’s workshop. “We dis-
cussed the sewer lines they are 
proposing to put in that a will open 
Golden Bear Gateway up for devel-
opment. That’s about it.”

While sewer discussion for 
Golden Bear proved promising, it 
pales in comparison to the number 
of disagreements that surfaced.

Commissioner Jennifer Milele 
told the Democrat that, during 
the workshop, “I asked (Panattoni 
Development Co.), besides a delay 
in their tight timeline, what would 
be a deal breaker.”

They gave her two answers, she 
said. The first was any attempt to 
redesign the building. Milele said 
this is because “their client has a 
vision that they want,” which is the 
design that’s already been present-
ed to the commission.

Both the Planning Commission  
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Potential 
roadblocks  
to Project  
Sam arise

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Developers balk at some 
Mt. Juliet suggestions

Drug Free WilCo will be hosting an opi-
oid crisis prevention workshop for lead 
pastors of all churches and faith-based 
organizations Monday at Baird Chapel at 

Cumberland University from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Michael Ayalon, the secretar y and 

treasurer of the Dr ug Free WilCo 
board, believes that pastors and faith-
based leaders are the best messengers 
for opioid resources.

“They have built in networks in their 
churches,” Ayalon said. “The first person a 
family in Wilson County would call if they 
had a problem with opioids is their pastor.”

Ayalon says that the opioid crisis is hav-
ing a major impact on Wilson County.

“The prescribing rate in Wilson Coun-
ty is 91.4 prescriptions per 100 people. 
That’s compared to the national aver-

age of 66.5 prescriptions,” Ayalon said. 
“From 2006 to 2012, Wilson County was 
prescribed 37 million pain pills. That’s 
enough for ever y person in Wilson 
County to have 48 pills per year.”

Over 200 pastors will be in attendance 
on Monday evening. Dinner will be served 
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Drug Free WilCo hosting 200 pastors for opioid event

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Churches are often first places families turn

T
he Village Women’s Group at 
the Lebanon Golf and Country 
Club hosted Kason Lester, 

a Lebanon resident and former 
“American Idol” contestant, at their 
meeting on Thursday morning.

Lester and his family are from 
Lebanon and are the owners 
and operators of Lester Farms. 
He graduated from Friendship 
Christian School and has a 
degree from Belmont University 
in music business.

“It’s basically just a business 
degree but we got to spend time 
in the studio and learn about 
music production,” Lester said at 
the meeting on Thursday.

Lester’s paternal 
grandmother, Lynn Lester, was 
previously the president of the 
Village Women’s Group, and 
his maternal grandmother, Fran 
Martin, is also a member.

Lester performed three songs 
for the women at the meeting, 
“Love You Yet,” “Little Bit 
Better,” and “Unseen.” “Love  
You Yet” and “Little Bit Better” 
are both streaming on all 
streaming services.

“I just wrote ‘Unseen’ recently 
with some friends of mine,” 
Lester said. “I’m working on 
getting it recorded right now but 
haven’t been able to do that yet.”

After playing for the women he 
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‘American Idol’ 
contestant 

thrills group

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Lebanon’s Kason Lester 
performs for women’s club

Above: Kason 
Lester, a Lebanon 
resident and for-
mer “American 
Idol” contestant, 
is shown with 
Reba Holt, the 
president of the 
Village Women’s 
Club on Thursday 
morning. Left: 
Kason Lester  
performs for  
the 25 members 
of the Village 
Women’s Club.
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When you sign up and pay for a 6 month subscription
with the Lebanon Democrat, receive 2 free tickets to

the American Celebration Tour Concert.

Current subscribers email:
ldejong@lebanondemocrat.com for a chance

to win two free tickets.

http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=�
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=�
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=5213f03c-c9a0-538f-a9a8-30848728c607

