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The city of Lebanon Sports Complex 
Committee discussed scaling back or 
phasing in the proposed athletic park on 
U.S. 231 after cost estimates came in at 
$35.9 million.

Initial plans for the park included 12 
baseball and eight soccer fields, along 
with parking and other amenities like 
walking trails. Barge Design Solutions, 
the project’s consultant, is currently gath-

ering cost estimates for individual por-
tions of the plan.

“I think ever yone was surprised 
when we got that $36 million estimate,” 
said Rick Smith, who leads the facility’s 
design committee. “Unless we can find 
a way to raise the money, the question 
is what are we going to do if we compro-
mise.”

One option the committee discussed 
was building five natural tur f soccer 
fields with parking to support them, and 

delaying the baseball fields until the city 
is better positioned to fund them.

“I don’t think we should diminish 
the revenue stream that soccer could 
bring,” Lebanon City Councilor Jeni Lind 
Brinkman said, citing data that Sports 
Facilities Advisory LLC had provided the 
committee. “When they showed us those 
slides, soccer had the highest volume 
of players in this region, and you look at 
volume of potential visitors coming into 
the city.”

The chief concern among committee 
members is competing with Murfrees-
boro’s Richard Siegel Soccer Complex, 

which has developed into a tournament 
hub over the years. However, the mem-
bers have identified a need for soccer 
fields in particular because of local inter-
est in the sport.

“Typically, we can do a fall tourna-
ment, spring tournament, maybe a three-
on-three in the summer, and we get an 
outside group to host that type of thing,” 
said James Herren of the Wilson United 
Soccer League. “You’re just not going to 
see the tournament volume that you all 
could bring in.”
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City talks scaling back, phasing in athletic park
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Discussion prompted by $35.9M cost estimate
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Compassionate Hands Ministries holds a ribbon-cutting to celebrate its new central operating location on Lebanon First United Methodist 
Church’s campus on Tuesday.

As unseasonably cold temperatures 
move into Wilson County, Compassionate 
Hands Ministries is getting an early start 
providing food, clothing and shelter for 
the homeless population.

The ministry’s partner churches spent 
the first half of the week caring for guests 
ahead of the usual Dec. 1 opening in an 
effort to combat freezing temperatures.

“We’ve never opened this early, since 
2013,” Executive Director John Grant 
said. “But the low was 15 degrees Tues-
day night. People can freeze to death, and 
the thought of that happening to one of 
our friends is terrible.”

Fairview Church and First Presbyteri-
an Church opened their doors on Monday, 
taking in five people including a pregnant 
woman. The ministry will continue moni-
toring temperatures throughout Novem-

ber and opening shelters as needed.
“It takes a village, and you need to get 

people on board really quick,” Director of 
Ministry Shelia Weathers said. “Getting 
the volunteers is our biggest challenge. 
We provide a bus to pick people up at two 
locations, at 5:15 and 5:30 p.m. each night. 
We also need overnight hosts and people 
to provide meals.”
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Compassionate Hands opens 
shelters as winter strikes early
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Ministry celebrates new central location

A 10-year, $10.5 billion trans-
portation program approved by 
Tennessee lawmakers in 2017 is 
now expected to travel a far lon-
ger road toward completion, top 
state transportation officials say.

Call it the 20-year plan. 
Because that’s how long former 
Gov. Bill Haslam’s 962-project 
Improve Act is now expected to 
take to finish, according to Gov. 
Bill Lee’s administration.

The problem, Tennessee 
Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Clay Bright and 
TDOT Deputy and Chief Engi-
neer Paul Degges said, stems 
from several issues.

Among them are the gas and 
diesel tax-increase concessions 
made by Haslam to win over his 
fellow Republicans in the GOP-run 
General Assembly, as well as law-
makers’ balking at tying fuel tax 
increases to the Consumer Price 
Index’s annual rate of inflation.

Meanwhile, inflation for road 
constr uction, Washington’s 
last-minute approvals of federal 
highway spending bills that led 
to delays in bid lettings, and pro-
jected additional costs because 
of transportation projects getting 
pushed into the future add to the 
litany of woes.
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The Lebanon Special School 
District Board of Education 
approved a construction agree-
ment for the upcoming Jones 
Brummett Elementary School on 

Monday that will see each step of 
the build digitally documented.

“(Maintenance Super visor) 
Jerry England came to see me 
and talked about the benefits of 
that, not only from an account-
ability standpoint but for docu-
mentation purposes,” Director of 
Schools Scott Benson said. “In 
10 years, when Jerry and his 
team have to get up in the ceiling 
and find something or go under-
ground for utilities, they can have 

more than just the architectural 
drawings and refer to this type 
o f  documenta t ion 
to know exactly 
where everything 
is.”

In order to 
digitally docu-
ment  the con-
struction, workers 
will visit the site at least 
once a week to take pictures with 
cameras and drones. Each photo 

will also be tagged with its GPS 
coordinates so school of ficials 

can reference them 
later.

“The soft-
ware is very 
user-friendly, 
and I can pull 

it  up on my 
phone once it’s 

done,” England said. 
“Basically, if you take a set of 
drawings, it looks like that draw-

ing only everything is tagged to 
it. You may see 50 different tags 
on one particular page, and you 
can click on one to pull up a pic-
ture of that spot.”

Fees for adding digital docu-
mentation to the agreement are 
estimated at $16,000, an amount 
the school could finance with its 
discretionary spending budget of 
approximately $900,000.
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LSSD approves digitally tracking new school build
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Decision meant to 
boost accountability, 

documentation

Construction costs 
rising; fuel taxes not 

tied to inflation
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