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SPORTS. NOW.
Cumberland earns 22 votes in the 2019 NAIA 
football coaches’ preseason top 25 poll. B175 cents

The Lebanon City Coun-
cil voted Tuesday to award 
a contract for the intersection 

improvement project at the 
intersection of Leeville Pike 
and Crowell Lane, a project that 
includes turning lanes and a traf-
fic light.

Rawso Constructors of Mur-
freesboro was awarded the 
$1,159,900 contract. The city set 
aside $1,460,300 for the project, 
which includes and engineer-
ing inspection and contingency 
funds. Engineering Director 
Regina Santana said the project 

would take about nine months to 
complete.

“We’re anticipating a three 
month or so downtime while 
we’re waiting on the signal pole. 
They’re actually built specifi-
cally for the intersection they’re 
going in, so it will take some 

time,” Santana said.
In the meantime,  crews 

will start on other parts of the 
intersect ion improvement , 
such as turning lanes and mov-
ing utilities.

SEE LIGHT/PAGE A3

Leeville Pike at Crowell Lane to get traffic light

BY SINCLAIRE SPARKMAN
SSPARKMAN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Lebanon ups impact fees to $1,500

The Wilson County Schools 
board turned down a settlement 
of fer on a long-fought lawsuit 
after honoring several county 
figures, including Superinten-
dent of the Year Donna Wright, 
during its meeting Monday.

Mt. Juliet proposed a settle-
ment offer for a now five-year 
liquor tax lawsuit filed by Wil-
son County schools against the 
city of Mt. Juliet, but the county 
school board rejected it. The 
suit concerns $450,000 of liquor 
tax revenue which Wilson Coun-
ty Schools and the Lebanon Spe-
cial School District claim to be 
owed 32.99% of and 17.01% of 
respectively.

SEE SETTLEMENT/PAGE A5

WCS rejects 
lawsuit 

settlement

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Board also honors 
several staff 

members, judge

E
verybody’s got a favorite 
part of the fair. There are 
the thrillseekers who love 

the carnival rides. 
There are the art 
aficionados that 
enjoy looking 
at the painting 
and photography 
entries. There 
are the farmers 
who focus on the 
animal and crop 
contests. And let’s 
not forget the food lovers. Then 
there are the pageant fans.

The Wilson County Fair has 
pageants for every age group, 
from infants to senior citizens, as 
well as a special needs pageant.

The queen of the weeklong 
event comes from the Fairest of 
the Fair pageant.

SEE FAIR/PAGE A8

The face 

of the fair

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Pageants for 
everyone; entries 

still being accepted

Addison 
Oakley

First United Methodist 
Church in Lebanon was the 
place to beat the heat on Tues-
day night. Cub Scouts from 
Pack 643 and their families 
gathered at the local church 
on Tuesday evening for their 
annual open house and recruit-
ing event.

Attendees cooled of f with 
Waterbomb Dodgeball, shared 
some laughs and fun with 
friends, and even received a 
visit from special guests from 
the Lebanon Fire Depar t-
ment. The firefighters joined 
in the fun by creating large 
make-shift sprinklers from the 
truck’s firehoses.

While the Scouts enjoyed 
the outdoor playground equip-
ment and water fun, parents 
gathered in the gym to reg-
ister new Scouts and learn 
more about Scouting activi-
ties. Although the official open 
house and registration date is 
over, any children entering kin-
dergarten through fifth grade 
this school year are welcome 
to join the pack at any time.

Pack 643 is led by Cubmas-
ter Jason Miller with the help 
of several other parents, who 
lead the dens. Miller said that 
there are 12 families actively 

involved in the pack, but they 
are always welcoming new 
members.

“We have boys age up into 
Boy Scouts ever y year, so 
we’re always encouraging oth-
ers to join,” Miller said.

Future activities planned for 
the pack include camping trips 
in September and October, 
an ice cream social, awards 
nights, fundraising events, pop-
corn sales, parades and more.

Miller is in his first year 
as Cubmaster and is working 
hard to keep the Scouts inter-
ested in Scouting. Since many 
area youths stay busy with 
school activities and spor ts 
teams, Miller finds that keep-

ing them involved in Scouting 
can be a challenge. To combat 
this, he plans to schedule regu-
lar activities outside the weekly 
pack meetings.

“We encourage sports, but 
we also get outside and hike 
and camp. We also encourage 
par ticipation in community 
ser vice activities,” he said. 
“This year, we’ll participate in 
parades, help at a food drive, 
visit retirement homes, and 
we’re even planning on doing 
a spirit night at Painturo’s 
where the Scouts will be wait-
ing tables.”

While camping, the Scouts 
also learn about wilderness 
safety and ecological aware-

ness. On camping trips, Miller 
encourages campers to follow 
one of Scouting’s golden rules: 
“Leave things better than you 
found them.”

All of these activities are 
designed to develop the Scouts 
into well-rounded, professional 
young men and women. Scouts 
start off by earning their Bob-
cat badge, which is awarded 
for memorizing the Cub Scout 
oath, law, sign, handshake, 
motto, and salute. Those who 
stay in Scouting through high 
school can go on to earn many 
other badges, pins, ropes, and 
arrows, with the opportunity to  

SEE SCOUTS/PAGE A6

Cub Scouts beat the heat with  
water fun at annual open house

BY JULIA TAYLOR
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Kids 
welcome to 
join pack  

at any time

Photos by Julia Taylor | For The Democrat

Members and future members of Cub Scout Pack 643 cool off Tuesday evening with the help of the Lebanon Fire Department during the 
pack’s open house at First United Methodist Church in Lebanon.

Scouts, from left, Caleb McDonald, Gavid McDonald, Andrew Miller and Trevor Williams take a photo 
break during their pack’s open house Tuesday.
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