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Two area principals informed 
the county school system that 
they would be stepping down by 
the end of the month.

Elizabeth Mills, the principal 

at Mt. Juliet’s West Wilson Mid-
dle School, and Angie Pulley, 
principal at Mt. Juliet’s Elzie D. 
Patton Elementar y, submitted 
their resignation letters to the 
school system over the holiday 
break.

Wilson County Schools Direc-
tor Jef f Luttrell repor ted the 
news to the board of education 
during its meeting on Tuesday.

“They have made the decision 
to leave their posts,” Luttrell 
said. “I do want to point out that 

(they’re getting) substantial pay 
raises. They will be staying in 
the profession. They have (just) 
found better opportunities.

“It’s hard to talk people out of 
that when they can change their 
income level (based) on what 
they have done.”
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The county’s lead election offi-
cial retired from his post at the 
commission after more than 11 
years at the helm, 
and  h is  ma in 
assistant is taking 
over.

Phillip Warren’s 
tenure as  the 
Wilson County 
Administrator of 
Elections saw sev-
eral transforma-
tive developments 
in the election process and in 
the county as a whole. When he 
started, everything was still done 
on paper. Now, things are elec-
tric.

There’s also more than 30,000 
new voters on the books. The 
election commission even had 
to move to a new of fice loca-
tion because the building on 
Main Street was becoming too 
cramped for all the resources.

He called former assistant and 
now lead administrator Tammy 
Smith’s impact instrumental in 
the commission’s successes.

“Tammy and I put this togeth-
er as a team, and we made it a 
premier operation,” Warren said.

Until now, Wilson County was 
the only county in Tennessee 
with two certified election admin-
istrators running its department. 
Following Warren’s departure, it 
is back to one.
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Penn Station East Coast Subs has 
quickly expanded in Middle Tennessee.

On Friday, Lebanon became the lat-
est home for the sandwich shop as it 
unveiled its operation for area diners.

“It’s always exciting,” managing owner 
Jason Day said of opening a new location. 
“We’re introducing a whole new fan base 
to a great concept.”

Day has two partners who are in Lou-
isville, Kentucky, and they collectively 
own NV Ventures, which consists of 13 
Penn Station locations in Middle Ten-
nessee and Southern Kentucky. The first 
of those area locations opened in Mur-
freesboro in the early 2000s, and there’s 
now two locations in Murfreesboro. The 
others are in Franklin, Dickson, Madi-
son, Tullahoma, Hermitage, Bellevue, 
Clarksville, Hendersonville, Shelbyville 
and Bowling Green, Kentucky.

The Lebanon store is the sixth Penn 
Station location that has been launched 
by NV Ventures over the past 15 months, 
since October of 2020.

“We came down in March of 2020, 
and we were circling Nashville,” Day 
— who said that Friday’s opening has 
been planned since last May — said. 
“We looked at the interstates and travel. 
Lebanon is kind of that stopping point, 
between Nashville and Cookeville.

“There’s a lot out this way. It seems to 
be a popping area. It seems to be an area 
that is growing.”

NV Ventures is growing as well. In 
addition to the Lebanon location, three 
other Penn Station shops are expected 
to open in the Nashville area this year. 
One of those will open in Smyrna in Feb-
ruary.

There are more than 300 Penn Station 
locations that span 14 states, including 
Ohio, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 

Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia.

“I’ve done this 15 or 16 years now, 
since 2005,” Day said. “I love the brand.

“No one knows what Penn Station is. 
We get to introduce them to it. Our food 
is just better than most sandwich places.”
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Lead election official retires; assistant steps up

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Administrator of Elections Phillip Warren (second from left) addresses individuals at the county election office during his retirement 
party on Thursday. Warren said goodbye after 11 years in the role.

Tammy Smith

Looking for some of that Eastern flavor? … all aboard
Sub sandwich franchise opens its doors in Lebanon

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Miles Fields (at left) and Michael Ezsol order their first-ever sandwiches at the new Penn 
Station East Coast Subs location in Lebanon from owner Jason Day (in orange) on Friday 
morning during the deli’s grand opening as the store’s general manager, Shannon Mat-
tock, looks on smiling.
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