
Columnist Stephen 

Moore says it’s time 

for another tax cut.

Page A4

Classifi eds B6-9

Comics B4-5

Editorial A4

Obituaries A3

Sports B1-3, B6

Television A9

Michael Eugene Tweet, Ruslan Scott 

Davis, Mrs. Dorothy Wilkes, Ronald 

Skulley, Martha Ann Gatlin, Linda 

Mae Johnson, Fredda Myra Lee

Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE VIEWS

 n n

CONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

lebanondemocrat.com.

C

lebanondemocrat.com.

n n

LEBANON 
DEMOCRAT

THURSDAY-

FRIDAY
Nov. 21-22, 2019
lebanondemocrat.com

SPORTS
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L
ebanon’s 200-year history 
tells many tales, from its 
industrial development and 

the foundation of Cumberland 
University to the city’s role in 
World War II as the site of the 
Tennessee Maneuvers.

Each of those stories will 
be celebrated at Lebanon’s 
Bicentennial on Saturday, 
beginning with the reveal of a 

new mural titled “Lebanon” at 10 
a.m. on 135 Public Square.

“As part of the Tennessee 
Main Street program, Historic 
Lebanon is always looking 
for opportunities to enhance 
our historic downtown core,” 
Bicentennial Committee 
Co-Chair and Historic Lebanon 
Executive Director Kim Parks 
said. “A public art initiative such 
as the #paintwilco project is the 
perfect way to use art to create 

a sense of community, and to 
draw not only locals to the area 
but also to attract tourists. The 
mural allows us to highlight our 
history and add public art into 
the area.”

Various museums and 
historic sites will also open from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., including 
the City of Lebanon Museum, 
the Castle Heights Military 
Academy Alumni Association 
Archives, the Fessenden House, 

Public Square, Pickett Chapel, 
the Wilson County Veteran’s 
Museum and Fiddler’s Grove.

“We have several museums 
throughout the city we want to 
highlight, including the City 
of Lebanon History Museum 
in the lower level of city hall,” 
Bicentennial Committee 
Co-Chair Rick Bell said. “A lot 
of people don’t know about that 
one, but it covers the entire 
history of the city and it’s 

very well done. It was started 
many years ago by Jack Cato 
and James Miller, who was a 
history teacher at Lebanon High 
School.”

While exploring those areas, 
attendees can take a break on 
Public Square to watch a troupe 
of actors portray historic fi gures 
in two performances, from 10 
a.m. to noon and from 2-4 p.m.
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200 years strong: Lebanon gears up for bicentennial 
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
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County voters are set to weigh in on a 
potential half-cent sales tax increase during 
Tennessee’s presidential primary election 
on March 3, 2020.

The Wilson County Commission unani-
mously approved adding a tax referendum 
to the ballot during its meeting Monday. 
If enacted, the county sales tax rate would 
increase from 9.25% to the state maximum 
of 9.75%. That would be an additional 50 
cents on a $100 purchase.

“This came before this body in Septem-
ber; it’s just recommended we put this back 
on a referendum,” Commissioner Kenny 
Reich said. “I’d like to amend this resolu-
tion to say that this half-cent sales tax, the 
money generated if we pass that sales tax 
increase would go to raises for classroom 
teachers.”

Reich’s amendment was approved, and 
Wilson County Director of Schools Donna 
Wright said the district would use the 
approximately $4 million in revenue the 
increase would generate for teacher raises.

The focus on teacher salaries comes as 
the number of college students majoring 
in education declines, while Tennessee’s 
population — and the need for teachers — 
continues to increase.
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Sales tax referendum to 
appear on March ballot
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Half-cent rate 
increase would go 

toward teacher raises

SALES TAX BY THE NUMBERS
Wilson County’s current 9.25% sales tax 

rate is made up of Tennessee’s 7% rate and 

a local 2.25% rate. If increased to 9.75% — 

eff ectively 50 cents per $100 — it would 

reach the state maximum. Here’s how 

neighboring communities stack up at the 

county level:

• Cannon: 8.75%

• Davidson: 9.25%

• DeKalb: 9.75%

• Rutherford: 9.75%

• Smith: 9%

• Sumner: 9.25%

• Trousdale: 9.25%

Source: Tennessee Department of 

Revenue tax listings, November 2019

The Lebanon City Council 
finalized an agreement Tues-
day that will see it contribute $1 
million to a public park develop-
ment on Cairo Bend Road.

An agreement between the 
city and Goodall Homes, the 
company providing the prop-
er ty for the park, passed its 
second reading by unanimous 
vote. Offi cials expect the park 
to open by next fall, and the 
plans include trail systems, 
recreational areas and a play-
ground.

“This is feedback I received 
from constituents from day 
one, that they’d love to have a 
park within walking distance,” 
Ward 6 Councilor Jeni Lind 
Brinkman said during previous 
discussion on the ordinance. 
“This is going to be our first 
park in Lebanon that is directly 
adjacent to residents. (This is) 
ver y good, for ward thinking 
and I really appreciate it.”

Per the agreement, the city 
is responsible for purchas-
ing and installing playground 
equipment up to $400,000, and 
will pay Goodall Homes up to 
$600,000 after the company 
grades and installs the park’s 
other features.

“The best way to describe 
this is that it’s a passive park,” 
Ragan Smith Associates Inc. 
Pro ject  Manager  Heather 
Grimes said during a pub-
lic meeting detailing the park 
plans. “Our focuses are on trail 
systems, open recreational 
areas and a quarter of an acre 
playground in the central area. 
We really wanted to highlight 
and showcase what was already 
existing on site, which is beau-
tiful.”

Areas specifi cally mentioned 
in the agreement include a 
walking trail, four pavilions and 
a playground, along with park-
ing, restrooms and utility ser-
vices.

Grant funding may also allow 
the city to reduce its $600,000 
contribution, and the council 
is looking into sources like the 
Recreational Trails Program to 
do so.

SEE PARK/PAGE A8

City 
fi nalizes 

Cairo 
Bend park 
agreement 
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S P R U C I N G  U P  T H E  S Q U A R E

Above: LaGreen’s Masonry Company of Murfreesboro spent time 
touching up Lebanon’s square with brickwork  near the Downtown 
Antique Mall on Tuesday. Right: One of LaGreen Masonry’s workers lifts 
bricks up the scaff old during a project to repair the wall near Lebanon’s 
Downtown Antique Mall.

Photos by Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat
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