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Wilson County Schools is 
bringing its students back to 
the classroom in the hybrid 
model next week and Mayor 
Randall Hutto says the vacci-
nation process seems to be 
running smoother as the Wil-
son County begins to come 
out of the its latest surge of 
COVID-19.

Data reported by the Tennes-
see Department of Health are 

showing a decline in both the 
daily case rate and the aver-
age of positive tests. The daily 
case rate has dropped from an 
average of 102.7 for the two-
week period ending Dec. 31 to 
69.2 for the seven days ending 
Thursday. Over the last seven 
days, 20% of COVID tests are 
coming back positive, com-
pared with 28.5% a week earlier.

Hutto said that based on calls 
to his of fice, the initially con-
fusing vaccination process for 

those 75 and older is now run-
ning better.

“Many of the people we have 
tried to help, we are hearing 
back from that they’ve gotten 
the vaccine or they’ve gotten 
scheduled,” Hutto said. Those 
eligible for the vaccine can begin 
the process by calling 866-442-
5301 or going to www.signup-
genius.com/go/wilson_priori-
ty_list.

However, at least one local 
doctor says elderly residents are 
still having dif ficulty with the 
system. Dr. Bill Littman, a prima-
ry care physician who has prac-
ticed in Lebanon since 1987, said 
Friday that the Wilson County 

Health Department should cre-
ate a form that seniors can fill 
out, either at the department or 
at the vaccination site at College 
Hills Church of Christ.

“A high percentage of my 
elderly patients do not know 
how to get online,” Littman said. 
“I wonder if there can’t be some 
way for them to drive up and 
register.”

According to the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, Tennessee has fallen 
out of the top tier of states in 
terms of getting the vaccine into 
residents’ arms. Tennessee is, 
as of Thursday, administering 
the vaccine at a rate of 3,876 per 

100,000 residents. The top per-
forming states are all over 4,200 
per 100,000 with some over 
6,000. On the other hand, Ala-
bama is only vaccinating at the 
rate of 1,882 per 100,000 — the 
worst in the nation.

While Wilson County Schools 
returns to in-person instruction 
Tuesday (Monday is the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. holiday), the 
Lebanon Special School District 
will remain on remote learning. 
LSSD Director Scott Benson is 
expected to decide later next 
week whether to return to the 
classroom on Jan. 25.
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Watertown has some extra bless-
ings to count this week after years 
of effort brought a blessing box to 
the city.

People can visit the pantry at 108 
Hayes Ave. to donate or pick up 
essentials at any time of day. Resi-
dent Andrea Johnson said having 
one set up meets a long-term com-
munity need.

“It’s been probably around four 
or five years ago since this started,” 
she said. “I’d been here maybe a 
year, and saw somebody say, ‘Hey, 
why don’t we do something like this 
for Watertown?’ Nothing really ever 
came of it, and there’s been multiple 
other people who’ve talked about it 
as the years went past.”

Some of these people had the 
space, while others had the materi-
als to build a box. But nobody was 
able to coordinate a plan until John-
son asked for a blessing box as a 
Christmas present.

That led her father to reach out 
to a man named Chris Wheeler in 
Lafayette, who decided to build the 
box for free using spare material 
after he learned it would benefit the 
entire community. After the Johnson 

family gave it a Watertown-themed 
paint job, they filled it with food for 
its opening on Monday.

“I think it’s a great idea,” Mari-
on Youngblood, one of Johnson’s 
neighbors, said. “And I’ve seen 
several people stop by this week. 
Everybody needs a little help now 
and then.”

Johnson knows that better than 
most, and her childhood experienc-
es are a large part of what inspired 
her to push for the project.

“I grew up not having a whole 
lot, and I wanted my kids to know 
that not everybody has everything 
or can get everything immediate-
ly,” she said. “That’s what mommy 
came from, not knowing where 
her next meal was going to come 
from. It wasn’t always easy grow-
ing up. My dad, if there was soup 
for 29 cents he’d go and buy three 
cases, and we’d be eating that 
soup forever.”

Food is a major par t of the 
blessing box, but people may also 
find clothing or hygiene products 
depending on when they visit.

“Health supplies that you can’t 
really do without and food have 
always been big things on my 
hear t,” Johnson said. “Clean 
clothes, clean bodies and full bel-
lies. I’d absolutely love to have a 
storefront where people can bring 
it all, but I don’t see that being in 
my power. If God puts that in front 
of me, I’d be more than willing.”

‘Clean clothes, clean 
bodies and full bellies’
Watertown family 
opens community 

blessing box 
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Andrea Johnson and her daughter Aria help restock the blessing box outside their family home with 
some extra groceries.

Above left: Watertown’s community spirit is reflected in the blessing box’s paint job, which the John-
sons worked on together before setting it up. From left are Austin, Allison, Aria and Andrea Johnson. 
Above right: The Johnson family opened up the blessing box on Monday with multiple laundry baskets 
worth of food inside, and the community has since pitched in with other donations.
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The Lebanon City Council is 
slated to vote Tuesday on a plan 
of action to address flooding in 
several at-risk areas of the city: 
Mulberr y and Burdock Street, 
Hallcroft Estates, Cumberland 
Drive, West Spring Street and 
South Greenwood.

City of ficials first received 
design proposals for drainage 
improvements in those areas 
last year. Councilors will be vot-
ing on whether to spend a com-
bined $111,520 for preliminar y 
work on three projects, which 
would eventually lead to final 
price tags.

“The final plans in that pro-

fessional services agreement as 
far as the dollar amounts that 
are in there, that par t’s not in 
there, ” Engineering Director 
Regina Santana said during the 
council’s work session Thurs-
day. “There’s no way for them 
to give us the cost for that until 
we give them guidance on which 
direction we want them to go.”

Santana said the city bid those 
specif ic projects out to give 
its in-house drainage workers 
breathing room. The decision 
was par t of a long-term flood 
response plan developed after a 
major flooding event in Septem-
ber 2020.

Lebanon considering drainage 
improvements to fight flooding 
City council to vote on first steps for three projects 
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The Mt. Juliet Board of Com-
missioners has appointed Bill 
Trivett to serve as District 2 
Commissioner, avoiding a spe-
cial election and filling Mayor 
James Maness’ former seat.

Trivett will be sworn in on 
Jan. 28 and serve through the 
city’s next regular election in 
November 2022. He has not 
previously held public office, 
and currently works as an 
operations, compliance and 
environmental manager for 
real estate firm JLL. The Dem-
ocrat attempted to contact 
Trivett for comment on his 

appointment, but he had not 
responded as of press time.

Six candidates applied for 
the seat and held private 
interviews with members of 
the commission, but 
did not appear before 
the board because 
of COVID-19 restric-
tions on large gather-
ings. District 4 Com-
missioner Jennifer 
Milele’s motion to 
allow each of them 
three minutes to pub-
licly outline their positions 
died for lack of a second.

“In the summer a year-and-
a-half ago, I was a candidate 
speaking before the board and 
bidding for this empty seat,” 
she said. “So this time, per-
sonally speaking, I think it’s 
unfortunate that the six can-
didates who have applied for 
the empty District 2 seat won’t 

have the same opportunity as 
I did to speak before the board 
and the public for the allotted 
three minutes.”

Commissioners had previ-
ously voted to limit dis-
cussion on the appoint-
ment to 30 minutes 
because Milele’s own 
appointment came 
after weeks of dead-
lock. The city was also 
prepared to request 
a special election if 
commissioners were 
unable to reach an 

agreement this time.
“I’m personally not going 

through what  we went 
through with Commissioner 
Milele again,” Vice Mayor Ray 
Justice said. “That was the 
most torturous, brutal expe-
rience I think I’ve ever been 
through.”

Trivett appointed Mt. Juliet commissioner 
City debates zoning, 

approves $900K  
in traffic signals 

Bill Trivett

Vaccination process continues in Wilson County
Hutto sees improvement while at least 
one local doctor remains concerned
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