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The Mt. Juliet Board of 
Commissioners approved on 
a north-to-south route for the 
Western Connector project 
during Monday evening’s 

meeting.
The board 

v o t e d  4 - 1 
on ut i l iz ing 
South Green-
hill Road to 
connect from 
Lebanon Road 
to West Divi-
sion Street for 
the project.

C i t y  o f f i -
cials said that 
t h e  r o u t e 
provides the 
oppor tun i ty 
to avoid nega-
tive impact to 
historical agri-
cultural lands, 
such as the 
Legacy Farms 
on Tate Lane.

T h e  c i t y 
commiss ion 
h a d  t h r e e 
opt ions  for 
t h e  c i t y ’ s 
n o r t h e r n 
a l i g n m e n t 
and indicated 
that the South 

Greenhill Road option was 
the preferred route.

Last month, Mt. Juliet 
held a public input meeting 
regarding the Western Con-
nector project at the Charlie 
Daniels Community Center. 
The city received more than 
200 public comments during 
this meeting.

During Monday’s meeting, 
some residents expressed 
their concer ns over the 
north-to-south route to the 
city commission.

Resident Destiny Smith 
spoke out against the route, 
because she thought i t 
would take away more of 
her family’s property there. 
Smith, whose family lived 
on South Greenhill Road for 
more than 130 years, said 
that both her great-grandpar-
ents and Bernard and Eliza-
beth Robertson gave up land 
to the city to help straight-
en out the curves on South 
Greenhill Road during the 
late 1930s. She added that 
her family’s proper ty was 
also taken away by eminent 
domain — which allows a 
government organization 
to take away private proper-
ty for public use — for the 
West Wilson Utility District 
in 2003.

“My family has given 
enough of our land away, and 
I want it to be recognized 
that my family’s land — as 
well as the other citizens’ 
property down our road — 
matter just as much as the 
other options,” said Smith.

However, resident Joan 
Giltner spoke in favor of the 
route, because she thought 
it would be a better option 
than having to connect with 
Tate Lane for the Western 
Connector.

Mt. Juliet 
approves 
Western 

Connector 
route
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A challenge was issued to the 
Wilson County Commission, 
Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto, and residents of Wilson 
County on Monday night.

Friendship Christian School 
high school student Alex John-
son — the founder of Spend a 

Day in My Wheels — has been 
in a wheelchair since he was in 
the second grade.

“The point of the challenge 
is to help raise awareness,” 
Johnson said. “A lot of us think 
we understand somebody just 
by observing from an outside 
perspective. I can look at some-
one and get to know who they 
are and understand who they 
are, but I will never fully know 

until I’m there, until I’ve lived 
through the experience. The 
same goes especially for wheel-
chair users and people who 
walk normally.”

When he was around fourth 
grade, Johnson began to ask 
questions about why the world 
around him wasn’t accessible 
to him.

Student issues challenge to commissioners
Child issues challenge 

to spend a day in a 
student’s wheels

Joey CooperJeff Luttrell
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The Wilson County 
School Board is updating 
the tools it uses during 
director-of-schools evalu-
ations.

After reviewing exam-
ples from other counties 
at a special-called meet-
ing on Monday night, 
the school board decided 
to add on to the current 
evaluation tool used to 
reflect its expectations of 
the director and to deep-
en its understanding of 
his success in the posi-
tion.

School board mem-
bers will send their sug-
gestions for the updated 
evaluation tool to zone 
1 school board member 
Carrie Pfieffer, who will 
then produce a single 
document to review the 
additions at a later date.

Included in the pack-
et  of  evaluat ion- tool 
examples was one from 
Rutherford County that 
Pfieffer liked for its quan-
titative and qualitative 
aspects.

“It includes administra-
tor feedback and board 
data, as well as the qual-
itative achievement por-

tion, and I think that’s 
what we would need 
to discuss in terms of 
goal-setting” Pfieffer said. 
“I also think it’s import-
ant in this to have input 
from the director himself. 
In the evaluation process 
with our teachers, there 
is a collaborative aspect 
to that where teachers 
set goals for themselves 
and self evaluate on those 
goals, and I think that 

that’s something that 
should be a component of 
this process in its entirety 
on an annual basis, to col-
laborate with the direc-
tor on what those goals 
should be for the year.”

Dr. Beth Meyers, a 
school board member 
representing zone 2, pre-
ferred the existing exam-
ple from Wilson County 
School’s evaluation of for-
mer director of schools 
Dr. Donna Wright. She 
suggested that the board 
tweak the existing evalu-
ation tool with additional 
sections that the school 
board viewed as import-
ant.

Myers also agreed with 
Pfief fer’s suggestion of 

Enhancing evaluations
County school board seeks to 
improve working relationship

Submitted

The Wilson Count y 
School Board will update 
its director of schools 
evaluation tools to 
reflect it’s expectations 
of director Jeff Luttrell.

Carrie 
Pfeiffer

Beth       
Meyers

SEE BOARD/PAGE A6

BY ABBEY NUTTER 
ANUTTER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

During National Voter Reg-
istration Month, universities 
across the state participated in 
the Tennessee College Voter 
Registration Competition, and 
Lebanon’s Cumberland Univer-
sity won the private universi-
ty category and came in third 
overall.

Cumberland Student Gov-
ernment Association President 
Clarissa Gadsey and the organi-
zation’s advisor, Libby O’Guin, 
first learned about the competi-
tion when they were invited to 
a luncheon at the secretary of 
state’s office last summer.

“We had never won the award 
before, so I was like, ‘I would 
love to, but the chances (of win-
ning), I’m not sure,’ ” Gadsey 
said. “September rolls around. 
We got to organizing and got 
to working together. We held a 

Taking the important first step
Cumberland 

University wins 
voter-registration 

competition

(From left) Cumberland 
University Provost Dr. Bill 
McKee, State Rep. Clark 
Boyd, Wilson County 
Administrator of Elections 
Tammy Smith, Cumberland 
University Student Govern-
ment Association President 
Clarissa Gadsey, Tennessee 
Secretary of State Tre Har-
gett and Cumberland Presi-
dent Dr. Paul Stumb IV 
were all pleased to 
announce that Cumberland 
University won the pri-
vate-school category of the 
Tennessee College Voter 
Registration Competition.

Submitted

Cumberland University’s Student Government Association (SGA) and its president Clarissa Gadsey worked 
throughout September to encourage students to register to vote on campus. SGA members are pictured 
along with Cumberland President Dr. Paul Stumb IV, State Rep. Clark Boyd and Tennessee Secretary of 
State Tre Hargett as Cumberland was recognized and awarded on Monday afternoon for its efforts.

CLARISSA GADSEY
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