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SPORTS
Who won Friday night’s Mt. Juliet 

vs. Lebanon football game? B175 cents

The Wilson County Budget 
Committee approved a request 
from Genuine Par ts  Com-
pany for the Payment in Lieu  
of Taxes (PILOT) Program 
at the meeting on Thursday  
evening.

G.C.  Hixson ,  execut ive 
director of Wilson County’s 
Joint Economic and Commu-
nity Development Board told 
the committee: “The project 
will require a minimum of 150 
full-time employees. The eco-
nomic impact analysis quali-
fies the project for a four-year 
abatement.”

G P C  w i l l  b e  i n v e s t i n g 
$31 million into Wilson as it 
expands operations by buying 
a 302,400-square-foot build-
ing in the Wilson Commerce 
Center on Interstate 840 and 
Couchville Pike. The company 
is opening a state-of-art e-com-
merce, logistics and customer 
ser vice center, according to 
information given committee 
members.

The Wilson County PILOT 
program will give GPC a 100% 
break on proper ty taxes and 
a 90% break on personal taxes 
for the f irst  four years of  

SEE GPC/PAGE A6

County 
approves 
incentives 

for logistics 
center

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Lebanon Police Department is inves-
tigating a fatal shooting Thursday that left 
one woman dead and a man hospitalized.

The shooting happened about 2:30 a.m. 

at Maple Manor Apartments on 430 S. 
Maple St.

Police spokesman Sgt. PJ Hardy said 
Friday the identities of the victims could 
not be released until notifications had been 
made. He said the identity of the female vic-
tim wasn’t determined until Friday.

The male victim was transported to a 
“metro-area hospital,” Hardy said. His con-
dition is unknown, but he was conscious 
when discovered. Two other adults were 
in the apartment at the time of the shoot-
ing, one of whom made the 911 call. Hardy 
said the two were “useless” in helping 

with the investigation.
Next door neighbors Christina Gaytan 

and Nicholas Yarbrough said they woke 
up to the sound of shots being fired.

“I heard a 9 mil and an AK,” Yarbrough 
said. “We were told over 40 rounds were 
fired and that one of the people died.”

“Multiple rounds were fired, yes,” said 
Hardy. “Those rounds also managed to 
penetrate into the adjoining residence.”

“We had all kinds of bullets come 
through the wall,” Gaytan said. “One of  

SEE SHOOTING/PAGE A6

Lebanon Police Department 
investigating fatal shooting

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson Books from Birth, the 
local affiliate of Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library, is joining 
the Governor’s Books from Birth 
Foundation to celebrate Early  
Literacy Month in September.

Gov. Bill Lee proclaimed Sep-
tember as “Early Literacy Month” 
in Tennessee to raise awareness 
of early literacy efforts in the state 
and celebrate their accomplish-
ments statewide, including Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library, the 
early literacy program that mails 
new, age-appropriate books to pre-
school children each month, at no 
cost to the family and regardless 
of income, according to a news 
release from local Books from 
Birth coordinator Peggy Simpson.

Managed by local volunteers, 
the local Imagination Librar y 
af filiate, Wilson Books from 
Birth, gives all children, from 
birth to age 5 in Wilson County, 
the opportunity to receive one 

high-quality, age-appropriate 
book each month in the mail — 
at no cost to families. Currently, 
80% (5,883) of Wilson County’s 
total eligible population are 
enrolled in the program and 
receive books monthly. More 
than 740,000 books have been 
mailed to Wilson County children 
since the program began in 2005.

The Imagination Library is 
available to all age-eligible Ten-
nessee children through a 
unique, public-private partner-
ship with GBBF, Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library and affiliate 
programs in each of Tennessee’s 
95 counties. With vital financial 
support from the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly, foundations, and 
corporate sponsors, GBBF funds 
half the cost of books for enrolled 
children in each of Tennessee’s 
95 counties. Each local county 
affiliate, like Wilson Books from 
Birth, promotes the program in 
its community and raises funds 
for the other half of the cost of 
books and mailing for enrolled 
children in their county.

SEE BOOKS/PAGE A6

Wilson Books from Birth 
celebrates early literacy

STAFF REPORT

The 16th annual Sherry’s 
Run 5K Run/Walk is Sept. 14, 
and there is still time to register 
for the event that raises money 
to help people in Wilson County 
and surrounding communities 
who are facing a financial hard-
ship due to a cancer diagnosis 
and treatment.

Registration is available 
online at www.sherr ysrun.
org, at the Sherry’s Run office 
at 110 Babb Drive, and at the 
event site at 623 West Main St. 
on Thursday and Friday from 
11 a.m. until 7 p.m. and raced 
day from 6:30-8 a.m. Event 
T-shirts and timing chips for 
chip timed runners will be 
available for pickup at the event 
site the same days and times.

There are a variety of activi-
ties on the day of the event. 
Prior to the 5K starting at 8 

a.m., team pictures will be 
taken. Sponsors will have tents 
set up at the event. Following 
the run, awards will be present-
ed to top finishing runners and 
team awards will be given out. 
And the “in memory of” and “n 
honor of” recipients will be rec-
ognized. This year, the run is in 
memory of Geoff Sadler and in 
honor of Todd and Diane Smith.

At the silent auction tent 
there will be donations from 
numerous local businesses 
— everything from gift cards, 
boutique items, a Big Green 
Egg-Mini Max Grill Package, 
home décor, jewelry and more, 
according to a news release. 
Again this year, the silent auc-
tion tent will open early to allow 
more time for bidders. It will be 
open on Friday from 1-7 p.m. 
and it will reopen at 7 a.m. on 
Sept. 14 with final bids closing 
at 9:15 am.

Sherry’s Run, Wilson Coun-
ty’s largest grassroots cancer 
fundraising effort, is a nonprof-
it, Christian organization that 
has helped hundreds of indi-
viduals and their families dur-
ing some of the hardest times 
of their lives. With community 
support and involvement, Sher-
ry’s Run helps members of our 
community year round through 
support groups; assistance with 
utilities, housing, prescriptions, 
medical bills, gas and groceries; 
and colonoscopy assistance.

16th annual Sherry’s 
Run nears starting line

STAFF REPORT

Several ways to register for fundraiser

Program serves 
nearly 6,000 children

LEARN MORE
To learn more about the 

Sherry’s Run organization, 
please call 615-925-2592. To 
refer someone for assistance, 
please call 615-925-9932 or visit 
www.sherrysrun.org. To make 
a donation to Sherry’s Run, visit 
www.sherrysrun.org or mail 
donations to Sherry’s Run, P.O. 
Box 8, Lebanon, TN 37088-0008.

Woman killed, man 
injured; shots entered 

neighboring unit

GPC buying 
building in Wilson 
Commerce Center

Photo by Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Three Lebanon Police Department officers investigate at the scene of Thursday’s fatal shooting at Maple Manor Apartments, 430 S. Maple 
St. in Lebanon.
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