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The Mt. Juliet Christmas 
parade may have been post-
poned for weather, but no 
storm could completely damp-
en the city’s spirits. It took a lit-
tle compromise with local busi-
nesses, but the annual event 
resumed as usual.

It takes an entire city to put it 
on, but there’s one man at the 
center who helps to make it all 
happen.

Mt. Juliet Parks and Recre-
ation Director Rocky Lee has 
been in his position for nine 
years, but he’s been overseeing 
the parade for 20, ever since he 
started working for the city.

“There was an existing 
parade back then,” Lee said. “It 
had been handed off through 
the Chamber of Commerce to 
(city manager) Kenny Martin. 
Somehow, the parks depart-
ment took it over about 15 
years ago, and the rest is his-
tory.

“There has always been a 
really good parade here. Sure 
the routes have changed a little 
bit.”

Lee said that the parade used 
to line up at Mt. Juliet First 
Baptist Church before switch-
ing to the ballpark. In recent 
years, the parade would begin 
at West Wilson Middle School 
until the tornado hit in March 
of 2020.

“The ballpark was gracious 
enough to have us back,” Lee 
added.

Lee said that, back then, 
the parade ran for three miles 
north on Mt. Juliet Road.

“It was a sight to see,” Lee 

said. “We averaged somewhere 
around 75 to 100 floats in the 
parade each year. That’s why it 
usually takes two hours.”

Planning such an event takes 
a lot of time and coordination. 
Ever y July, the Christmas 
parade committee gets togeth-
er to begin preliminary discus-
sion.

“First thing we come up with 
is the theme of the parade,” 
Lee said. “We want to get that 
out there so people can start 
planning.”

The director remarked on 
how the most difficult thing is 
finding who will be the grand 
marshals.

“This year,  since we’re 
doing the patriotic theme, we 
thought, ‘Who would be a bet-
ter grand marshal than our 
vets,’ ” Lee said. “After all, 
we’re going to have veterans 
from the Korean War all the 
way up to modern day in this 
one.

Planning and preparation
Parks director 

praises citywide 
efforts in 

leading event 
for past 20 years

George Page/For the Democrat

Despite a week’s delay due to an area tornado touchdown, the Mt. Juliet Christmas Parade started on 
Lebanon Road and proceeded down North Mt. Juliet Road last Saturday afternoon.
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Santa Claus — along with Fire Department of Mt. Juliet firefighters 
— waves to onlookers from atop the fire truck during Saturday 
afternoon’s Mt. Juliet Christmas Parade.
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The Lebanon City Council will 
hold a regular-scheduled meet-
ing tonight at city hall.

There will be a public hearing 
on four items.

The first is to amend the 
Lebanon Zoning Code to add a 
principal buildings limitations 
section. The rule had been in 
the code until a revision in 2019. 
The common understanding of 
a single family lot is the limit of 
one dwelling unit per lot, not one 
building per lot. The Lebanon 
Planning Commission recom-
mended this at its Oct. 26 meet-
ing.

The amendment will add a 
minimum spacing of buildings 
on a single zone lot.

The ordinance reads, “In a sin-
gle family district, not more than 
one principal building shall be 
erected on any lot.”

The prov is ion does  not 
apply to schools and churches 
approved as part of a site plan.
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Green Flash students from 
Friendship Christian School 
made a trip to the mountains 
this weekend to personally 
deliver some Christmas cheer. 
For some of the children they 
helped, it makes all the differ-
ence.

There’s a little town in Han-
cock County called Sneedville. 
It’s not very big. The popula-
tion is only 1,300.

For the past couple decades, 
a package of goods has been 
delivered from Wilson County 
to Sneedville around the holi-
days. It’s typically a food box 
and toiletries, and the packag-
es were prepared and distribut-
ed to lower-income families in 
the area.

Wilson County Commission-
er Jerry McFarland, who start-
ed the drive, said that helps 
offset costs for essentials and 
helps them out around the hol-
idays. It began in 1977, when 
McFarland was still in the 
Army.

“There was a big flood, and 
we went in and rescued peo-
ple,” McFarland said.

On this trip, he obser ved 
the impoverished conditions 
in which many people in that 
community lived.

Since that time, it has contin-
ued to grow. Last year, 268 fam-
ilies were delivered food boxes 
and other gift items. McFar-
land said that Greg Armstrong 
and his leadership through 
volunteerism students at FCS 

really helped it grow.
“Before Greg got involved, 

we were setting up across the 
road, putting the word out in 
the community and doing our 
thing,” McFarland said. “Well, I 
knew Greg was doing all these 
mission trips to Africa and 
Nicaragua. So, I said, ‘If you 
want to do some mission work, 
come with me one weekend.’ ”

That was more than 10 years 
ago, and Armstrong has been 
heavily involved ever since. 

Now, those students accompa-
ny him on the ministry trip like 
the one that took place over 
the weekend. It’s a unique 
experience for the 40 that go.

Those food boxes still get 
distributed, while a number of 
school-aged children identified 
to be in need are given 100 
“Sneedville Bucks.”

“We work with the school 
system, which gives it to those 
kids who might not otherwise 
have a Christmas,” said Arm-
strong.

They use the Sneedville 
Bucks to spend at a makeshift 
store set up by the FCS stu-
dents. At the store, the Sneed-
ville children can select from a 
host of items.

“There are toiletries, socks, 
and toys,” said Armstrong. 
“Our kids guide them around 
so they don’t spend all their 
money on toys.”

There are about 25 students 
who ser ve as guides. The 
remaining students enlist in 
other activities. They work the 
Santa station, as well as going 
out to deliver the food boxes 
with first responders.

When the children get to 
visit the Santa station, they are 
privy to a memorable Christ-
mas experience.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — All of the 
people reported missing in Ken-
tucky after tornadoes swept 
through the state last weekend 
have been accounted for, Gov. 
Andy Beshear said on Saturday.

Beshear hailed the report by 
state emergency management 
officials and said that he hoped 
it meant that no additional peo-
ple in Kentucky would be found 
dead from the storm.

“How about a piece of good 
news today,” Beshear said at the 
beginning of a briefing Saturday 
on recovery efforts. “Right now, 
missing persons based on this 
tornado event are at zero.”

The Democratic governor 
said that the 78 people killed in 
what he described as the most 
destructive tornado event in the 
state’s history was still “a huge 
number of Kentuckians to lose.”

“We mourn with their fami-
lies,” Beshear said.

There was some confusion 
over the number of deaths, 
Beshear said, because his staff 
believes there have been 78 
deaths, though state emergen-
cy management officials and the 

Governor:  
No one still 
missing in 

Kentucky after 
tornadoes

Christmas ministry is the gift that keeps giving
FCS students 

deliver cheer to 
East Tennessee
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Friendship Christian School students served as guides through the 
makeshift Christmas store they create for the school-aged children 
in Sneedville. Items the students can “buy” include everything from 
toys to toiletries.
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