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There is never a better time to 
start thinking about your health 
than springtime, when the days 
get longer and the flowers start 
blooming.

To ramp things up into high 
gear, the Wilson County Health 
Council’s Walk Across Wilson 
campaign begins Sunday, but due 
to lingering COVID concerns, 
won’t be like previous versions.

“Things are going to look a lot 
different this year,” said Ray Ren-
der, the walk’s organizer and a 
member of the council.

In previous incarnations of this 
event, two groups of Wilson Coun-
ty residents would physically walk 
from the west and southeast bor-
ders of the county and meet in 
Lebanon at the courthouse.

“Obviously, with COVID, we’ve 
had to scale this thing back,” Ren-
der said. “Really it just forced us to 
re-imagine it.”

Since the county is about 35 
miles across, the health council 
decided to retain that distance, 
just without having to get several 
people together in the same place 
at the same time.

The program is spread out 
across four weeks. If each partic-
ipant walks 30 minutes per day, 
six days per week, then the total 
mileage would roughly equate to 
the trans-Wilson axis.

Render said they made it six 
days instead of seven because, 
“everyone deserves a break now 
and then.”

Last year, local officials, includ-
ing Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto, joined in with the crowds 
on the walk. Hutto said he was 
“thankful to the people who take 
the time to organize this year’s 
event. I know it provides many 
benefits that are unseen.

BY CHANDLER INIONS
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Plans for a sports complex in 
Lebanon have been in the works 
for some time now, but a new 
wrinkle in the plan may make it 
more economically feasible for 
the city. Lebanon’s sport com-
plex design committee is now 
exploring partnering on the proj-
ect with Cumberland University.
It all began when Cumberland 
University officials approached 
the committee with an idea 
— partnering with Lebanon 
to sponsor the construction of 
a track around one of the com-
plex’s soccer fields.

Cumberland’s Athletic Direc-
tor Ron Pavan said the universi-
ty is always looking for a way to 

further engage with the commu-
nity it calls home, and feels this 
would be a great opportunity to 
do so.

The track would be designed 
in alignment with NCAA regu-
lations. It would also feature an 
area for pole vaulting, long jump 
competitions and the shot put. If 
built, it could host Cumberland 
track and field events. Pavan 
pointed out that they only have 
a handful of those events each 
year, so the track would largely 
be available for other uses.

Currently, Cumberland’s track 
team attends all their competitive 
meets on the road. Such a track 
facility would allow it to start 
hosting home meets. As Pavan 
sees it, this means more revenue 
for the county and more spot-
light for a university, a win-win. 
The athletic director emphasized 
he only wants to partner if it will 
be beneficial to the city.

Pavan also suggested hold-

ing other Cumberland athletic 
events at this field. “We don’t 
mind occasionally holding soccer 
or lacrosse games there if it will 
help promote the facility.”

While Cumberland already 
has adequate facilities for these 
sports, Pavan feels like the 
chance to bring the community 
into the loop would be a net gain 
for everyone.

“It’s just one idea. If it’s not the 
right time, we understand. We 
are a Wilson County institution, 
so whatever is best for Wilson 
County is what we want,” Payan 
said. “We’re just grateful to the 
committee that we were able to 
have a seat at the table.”

Rick Smith, chairman of the 
committee, said during Wednes-
day’s committee meeting he 
hopes to have a finalized propos-
al wrapped up by next month. 
After the committee reaches an 
agreement on what to take to the 
city, it will go before a council 

work session. From there, the 
city will take the reins.

Lebanon began exploring 
a sports complex, potentially 
containing soccer, baseball and 
softball fields and designed to 
draw youth tournaments, a few 
years ago. Problems at current 
fields contributed to the desire to 
explore a complex.

For the past two decades, the 
Wilson United Soccer Club has 
been playing on fields at the Leb-
anon Municipal Airport. How-
ever, airport rules prevent the 
club from installing lights at the 
fields, so fall practices are almost 
impossible once the days get 
too short. Another problem, as 
Smith and committee member 
James Herron both point out, is 
the liability attached to having 
so many kids playing soccer on 
a property where planes take off 
and land. Herron is on the board 
of the club.

Cumberland University pitches 
plan to be part of sports complex
Potential partnership 

could pave way  
for track at facility
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This conceptual design was presented to the Sports Complex Design Committee on Wednesday at City Hall. Cumberland’s offer to the city 
would have the university foot the bill for the track and field.
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An era in local political, law 
enforcement and judicial circles 
came to a close earli-
er this month with the 
retirement of longtime 
District Attorney General 
Tommy Thompson.

Thompson, 78, had 
been the district attorney 
for the 15th Judicial Dis-
trict since 1977 and was 
recognized as the lon-
gest-serving DA in Ten-
nessee. The 15th Judicial 
District covers Wilson, Trous-
dale, Jackson, Macon and Smith 
counties.

“I realized I wasn’t invincible,” 
Thompson said with a smile 
when asked of his decision to 
retire, which took effect March 1. 
“I had quadruple bypass surgery 
last year, my kids are in their 40s 
and grandkids ... . I didn’t feel 

bad about leaving because I had 
the best staff we’d ever had. You 
couldn’t tell I was gone.”

The Hartsville native obtained 
his law degree from Van-
derbilt in 1969 while par-
ticipating in the ROTC 
program there.

After three years as 
a legal officer at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., he was 
hired as an assistant dis-
trict attorney in Nashville 
by Tom Shriver. He even-
tually returned to Harts-
ville and joined the DA’s 

office, after previously having 
taught for two years in Hartsville.

“When I graduated in 1969, 
I had that obligation so I was 
training officer at Fort Bragg,” 
Thompson said. “I came back in 
1973 after a friend called me and 
asked if I would be interested in 
being an assistant district attor-
ney in Nashville.”

Thompson retur ned to 
Hartsville in 1975 and prac-
ticed law with his father before 
joining the 5th District Attor-
ney’s office. At that time, the 
5th Judicial District comprised 
11 counties including Trous-
dale and stretched as far as 
Pickett and Cumberland coun-
ties.

“We had four part-time dis-
trict attorneys in 11 counties,” 
Thompson said. “Now I’ve got 
five counties and 16, 17 attor-
neys. Times have changed.”

The legislature split the 5th 
Judicial District into two in 
1976, creating the 15th.

“I was practicing law and 
also represented all the peo-
ple in the TVA area… I stayed 
busy,” Thompson said. “Going 
to all those counties meant a 
lot of travel and a lot of miles.”

Thompson retires after 44 years as DA

Tommy 
Thompson
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ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden is including rivals Vlad-
imir Putin of Russia and Xi Jin-
ping of China among the invitees 
to the first big climate talks of his 
administration, an event the U.S. 
hopes will help shape, speed up 
and deepen global efforts to cut 
climate-wrecking fossil fuel pollu-
tion, administration officials told 
The Associated Press.

The president is seeking to 
revive a U.S.-convened forum 
of the world’s major economies 
on climate that George W. Bush 
and Barack Obama both used 
and Donald Trump let languish. 
Leaders of some of the world’s 
top climate-change suf ferers, 

do-gooders and backsliders 
round out the rest of the 40 invi-
tations being delivered Friday. 
It will be held virtually April 22 
and 23.

Hosting the summit will fulfill 
a campaign pledge and executive 
order by Biden, and the adminis-
tration is timing the event with its 
own upcoming announcement of 
what’s a much tougher U.S. tar-
get for revamping the U.S. econo-
my to sharply cut emissions from 
coal, natural gas and oil.

The session — and whether 
it’s all talk, or some progress — 
will test Biden’s pledge to make 
climate change a priority among 
competing political, economic, 
policy and pandemic problems. 

Biden invites Russia and 
China to global climate talks
Meeting will test if U.S. can again lead globally
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