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Wilson County Schools has post-
poned all graduation ceremonies 
because of the ongoing coronavi-
rus pandemic and the uncertainty 
over when it will end, the district 
announced Monday.

“This decision was a very dif-
ficult one to make, but it is the 
most responsible course of action 
at this time,” said district spokes-
man Bart Barker in an emailed 
announcement. “Individuals and 
their families’ health and safety 
was the first priority in making 
this decision. Our time frame for 
releasing information on new 
ceremony dates and locations is 

unknown at this time.”
District Director Donna Wright 

has previously said that some way 
will be found to give seniors clo-
sure on their final year in school, 
with the cancellation of senior trips 
and proms.

“We will honor our seniors for 
their graduation achievements at a 
later date,” Barker said.

POSITIVE TRENDS
As of 2 p.m. Monday, COVID-19 

has claimed 65 lives in Tennessee. 
While none of those have been in 
Wilson County, the number of peo-
ple infected is reported at 97, up 
from 93 Sunday.

Statewide, there are 3,802 cases, 

up from 3,633 Sunday. Of those, 
356 have recovered and 352 are 
hospitalized.

Vanderbilt Wilson County Hospi-
tal spokeswoman Traci Pope said 
in an email Monday the hospital 
has nine COVID-19 patients, and 
six of those nine came from the 
Gallatin Center for Rehabilitation 
and Healing. Most of the rest of the 
25 patients brought here when the 
center was closed for cleaning after 
an outbreak of the disease have 
been returned.

During his Monday afternoon 
news conference, Lee said his stay-
at-home order appeared to be hav-
ing an effect.

“In the last 48 hours we’ve seen 

some positive trends in our state 
and across the nation,” he said.

The University of Washington 
model of COVID-19 impact has 
been updated and shows that cur-
rent Tennessee hospital beds will 
be sufficient to handle the case-
load. Last week, Lee was saying 
the state needed 7,000 additional 
beds.

The model’s predicted death toll 
has also dropped from 3,400 by 
August to 587. The crisis is expect-
ed to now peak on April 15 in the 
state, sooner than the April 19-20 
originally projected.

Despite the good news, Lee 
urged vigilance.

“We still need all Tennesseans to 
remain home if they are able to do 
so,” he said.

EMERGENCY POWERS
On Monday a statewide network 

of faith, community and labor orga-
nizations urged Lee to invoke his 
emergency powers and suspend 
what it called “overly restrictive 
state laws” on local government 
officials to give them more author-
ity to address the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The group said in its open letter 
to the governor that local govern-
ments “need to have every tool in 
the toolbox available in this critical 
time” and also said over the past 
decade “more and more state laws 
have been passed that restrict the 
freedom of local governments on a 
range of issues.

“These laws are now limiting the 

Wilson County Schools postpones graduations
Cases continue to rise, but governor sees positive trends
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COVID-19 is hitting Tennessee’s 
economy where it hurts, as unem-
ployment claims rose from roughly 
2,700 to more than 94,000 by the 
end of March.

Wilson County and other areas 
of the Northern Middle Tennessee 
region make up approximately 34% 
of those claims, according to the 
Tennessee Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development.

However, several area business-
es are partnering with the depart-
ment to get the community back to 
work using Jobs4TN.gov.
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Bush Construction workers dig down to a gas main on Hill Street in Lebanon as part of a relocation project on Monday.

GAS MAIN DIGGING PART OF RELOCATION PROJECT

Hill Street was 
closed from 

North Castle 
Heights Ave-

nue to Green-
lawn Drive 
during the 

project, which 
was meant to 

see the gas 
main moved 

out of the 
road and onto 
the side of the 

street after 
structural 

rehabilitation.

Help 
wanted at 
essential 

businesses
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WASHINGTON — The nation’s 
hospitals are facing severe short-
ages of tests, critical protective 
gear and staff needed to combat 
the coronavirus and protect their 
patients, a federal government 
watchdog reported Monday.

The report is the first by the 
federal government to assess 
how hospitals are responding to 
the crisis. Based on hundreds of 
interviews of administrators coast-
to-coast between March 23-27, 
it largely confirmed anecdotal 
reports from news organizations 
and painted a far more dire picture 
than the one President Donald 
Trump describes at his daily news 
conferences.

Hospitals 
face shortage

SEE SCHOOLS/PAGE A5

SEE HELP/PAGE A5

SEE SHORTAGE/PAGE A5
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Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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