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BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County is requesting 
the city of Lebanon waive up to 
$412,257 in building fees for its 
upcoming jail expansion, but coun-
cilors are wary of yielding too 
much.

During a work session Thurs-
day, city officials said uncertainties 
about the coronavirus and tornado 
recovery efforts were their chief 
concerns.

“With what we’re looking at 
that’s going around this country 
right now, I don’t how it would be 
feasible to waive any kind of fees, 
because we don’t know what’s 
coming down the pipe,” Ward 2 
Councilor Fred Bur ton said. 
“We’re going to need our money 
… the only thing we could con-
sider would be the general fund 
money.”

According to a fee summary 
for the project, that general fund 
amount totals $19,192.99 and 
includes costs such as building 
permit and impact fees.

Municipal Technical Adviso-
ry Service consultants advised 
the city against waiving enter-
prise funds and utility fees, which 
include smaller parts of the cost 
like gas and stormwater.

“I’m in agreement with Fred,” 
Ward 3 Councilor Camille Bur-
dine said. “We’re in some really 
uncharted territories … I hate to 
waive anything right now at this 
very moment. I’d be fine with 
revisiting this, to let them go ahead 
and start and let us revisit this in a 
couple months or until we have a 
better idea of what’s going on.”

Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto said the city and county gov-
ernments routinely check about 
fee waivers for projects, and the 
council’s decision will not impact a 
building schedule.

“Since we’re the only ones that 
provide a jail, that service is paid 
for by county taxpayer dollars,” he 
said. “If it’s a fee that’s costing the 
city money, we’ll listen to them on 
that as we go ahead with the proj-
ect, but if there are any fees that 
can be waived it saves that taxpay-
er some money.”

The county received one offer 
during the project’s bidding period 
earlier this month. Hutto did not 
provide a cost estimate from that 
bid, but the county may be looking 
to reduce the price tag.

“In the beginning we had 
estimated the cost between  

City hesitant to 
waive fees on 
jail expansion 

Councilors say 
coronavirus could cause 

unexpected expense 
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Following a request from 
Gov. Bill Lee in response to 
the growing coronavirus crisis, 
public schools in Wilson Coun-
ty will remain closed until at 
least March 31.

“Our district will comply with 
his request,” Wilson County 
Schools posted on its website. 
“We will have more information 
on this throughout the week.”

The governor released the 
following statement Monday 
morning:

“As the response to COVID-
19 evolves, I urge every school 

district in Tennessee to close 
as soon as practically possi-
ble, with all schools expected 
to close by Friday at the latest. 
Schools should remain closed 
through March 31 to further 
mitigate the spread of this infec-
tious disease and we will issue 
further guidance prior to March 
31. ... We understand the tre-
mendous burden school clo-
sure places on families and we 
will continue to work with both 
the federal government and 
school districts to ensure we 
continue essential supports like 

SCHOOLS TO STAY CLOSED
Children will be fed, officials say, as state cases jump to 52

FEDERAL GUIDELINES
President Trump issued the following guidelines Monday 

afternoon:

1) No gatherings of more that 10 people for the next 15 days.

2) If someone in your house tests positive, keep everyone at home.

3) If you are an older person, stay home and away from other 

people.

4) If you have a serious underlying health condition, stay home and 

away from other people.

5) Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips and social visits.

6) Avoid eating and drinking in restaurants, bars and food courts. 

Use drive-through, pickup and delivery options.

7) Do not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care 

facilities unless to provide critical assistance.

8) And wash your hands frequently and avoid touching your face.
SEE SCHOOLS/PAGE A3
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Scenes of empty shelves and sky-high shop-
ping carts may have seemed exclusive to social 
media feeds only a few weeks ago, but they’ve 
become reality in Wilson County as coronavi-
rus continues its spread through Tennessee.

There are no confirmed cases of the virus 
in the community as of Monday, but shoppers 
are stocking up ahead of time — which means 
businesses are hard at work to meet demands.

“Everybody’s doing as much as they can, but 
the amount of stress this is putting on supply, 
trucking and more has been difficult,” Al’s 
Foodland store manager Jon Carman said. 
“We’re also closing on hour early at 8 p.m. so 
employees have time to disinfect the store.”

Even large chains like Walmart are feeling 
the pressure, according to one of the Lebanon 
location’s store managers.

“We’ve had an extraordinarily large num-
ber of out of stock items,” Linsey Coker, who 
manages the store’s fresh section, said. “We’re 
probably at three times our normal number of 
out of stocks on the fresh side.”

Despite the increase in demand, the store 
has been able to continue stocking its shelves 
without increasing truck sizes and is not 
expecting to restrict purchases. Store hours 
remain from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., a schedule set 
after the March 3 tornado.

“We’re one of Walmart’s larger stores in the 
market, so we’ve been fortunate there,” Coker 
said. “What we’re running into more is that we 
may not be able to stock certain brands.”

That rang true for Bria Gault and her family, 
who traveled to the store from Hermitage after 

Shoppers and 
businesses brace 
for coronavirus 
Community deals with 
item shortages, reduced 
hours and closed diners 

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Shoppers gather some of the last rolls from a shipment of toilet paper at Lebanon’s 
Walmart on Monday.

Cleaning 
supplies 
are among 
the items 
in high 
demand as 
shoppers 
prepare for 
the possi-
bility of 
self-quar-
antine.
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