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Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto signed an executive order 
on Friday requiring residents to 
wear face masks in public to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19.

The order will take ef fect at 
11:59 p.m. on Sunday and remain 
in place until midnight on Aug. 3.

“This decision has not been 
made in haste nor was it a deci-
sion to be made by the Wilson 
County Commission,” Hutto said 
in a press release announcing the 
order. “The authority has been 

given solely to county mayors by 
Governor Lee.”

There are several exceptions to 
Hutto’s mandate, including chil-
dren ages 12 and under, those 
with underlying medical or phys-
ical conditions complicated by 
masks or those carrying out stren-
uous physical activity.

In addition, homes, churches, 
polling stations, court proceed-
ings, private transportation and 
the Wilson County Court Clerk’s 
Of fice are not af fected by the 
order.

COVID-19 cases in Wilson 

County currently number 1,457, 
with 18 deaths and 687 patients 
recovered. The 14-day average of 
new cases is approximately 39.5, 
and Wilson County saw jumps of 
74 on Monday and Thursday.
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T h e  W i l s o n  C o u n -
ty Schools board voted 
against requiring students 
to wear masks during the 
par ts of the school day 
when social distancing 
is not possible, such as 
between classes, instead 
opting to “strongly encour-
age” the practice.

Board member Chad 
Karl argued during Thurs-
day’s meeting for the man-

date, saying “it’s science 
that shows masks/face 
coverings work” in slowing 
the spread of COVID-19. 
He said input from teach-
ers is almost unanimous 
in wanting students to be 
required to wear masks, 
while parents are about 
evenly split.

Teachers would feel 
safer if students wore 
masks, teachers are “wor-
ried or scared,” and many 
teachers are at “high risk 
or live with someone” who 
is at high risk for the dis-
ease, he said.

Hutto issues mask mandate
Wilson County mayor cites 
need to slow spread of virus

School board rejects 
mask requirement

Reopening plan 
gets approval
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Lebanon may have to delay 
progress on the proposed athlet-
ic park on U.S. 231 as COVID-19 
leaves revenues uncertain.

The city’s Spor ts Complex 
Committee has continued to iron 
out a phasing plan for the facility 

after balking at a $35.9 million 
total cost estimate in November 
2019.

“I wouldn’t say soon,” Leba-
non Mayor Bernie Ash said 
at the city council’s work ses-
sion Thursday. “The committee 
is still active, and this tornado 
and COVID and all these other 

things have definitely slowed us 
down. I think the committee will 
probably meet again in a month 
or so.”

Commissioner  of  Publ ic 
Works Jeff Baines said the com-
mittee recently discussed wait-
ing for more revenue informa-
tion and potentially moving for-

ward as late as this fall.
That discussion comes as 

the council prepares to vote on 
extending Wilson United Soccer 
League’s lease agreement at the 
city’s airport by two years. Soc-
cer is considered the city’s pri-
ority for the park because local 
participation has outgrown that 
space.

Lebanon also hopes to post-
pone the Bartons Creek Water-

shed Flood Risk Management 
Project, which is aimed at 
reducing flooding on the public 
square.

The project would be a 65/35% 
split in partnership with the U.S. 
Department of the Army, which 
means the city could have to 
make a decision soon depending 
on the federal timetable.

Lebanon sports complex sees setbacks from COVID-19
City weighs projects against revenue concerns 
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The per forming ar ts have 
been thrown into a world of 
uncertainty with COVID-19, but 
Wilson County’s community the-
aters are back in action and look-
ing to help people unwind.

“We of ficially opened back 
up on June 4,” Capitol Theatre 
Executive Director Danielle 
Piercey said. “We had our pro-
duction of ‘Guys and Dolls,’ and 
we just finished up ‘Willy Wonka 
Junior.’ We’re only at half capaci-
ty, so that’s 230 seats, but things 
have been going well. We were 
at 100 or more for our last show 
of ‘Willy Wonka.’ ”

Half-capacity and socially 
distanced seating are some of 
the ways the Capitol Theatre 
is working to prevent COVID-
19 from spreading at shows. 
Attendees are also required to 
wear masks and have their tem-
perature taken at the door, and 
encouraged to buy any tickets 
online at http://capitoltheatretn.
com/.

Community theater returns from intermission 
Managers  

talk navigating 
pandemic 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Encore Theatre Company holds a dress rehearsal for its production of “Take Away the Lady,” a murder mystery that originally debuted in the Unit-
ed Kingdom during the 1980s. From left are Tony Shannon as Charles Doubleday, Lanie Shannon as Lavinia Doubleday, Jayson Campbell as Mat-
thew Doubleday and Holly Smith as Celia Owen.

BY THE NUMBERS: 

COVID-19 CASES
Numbers released by the state 

Friday show Wilson County with 
1,457 COVID-19 cases, up 45 from 
1,412 on Thursday. Deaths remain 
at 18.

Statewide, the total is 73,819, 
up 2,279 from Thursday’s 71,540. 
Deaths increased to 815 from 796.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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