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Wilson County is expected to be 
on the front lines of N95 respirator 
production in early 2021 as manufac-
turer Moldex-Metric, Inc. readies a 
new facility at 400 Innovative Way in 
Lebanon.

The company plans to create rough-
ly 220 jobs in the community over the 
next three years by investing $25 mil-
lion in an existing building. There are 
also plans in place for a $6 million site 
expansion to create another distribu-
tion center.

N95 manufacturer Moldex-Metric 
announces new Lebanon facility

Company plans for 
220 jobs over 3 years 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Gov. Bill Lee speaks during an event marking N95 respirator manufacturer Moldex-Metric’s move into Lebanon on Tuesday. 
The company’s $25-million investment is expected to create approximately 220 jobs over the next three years.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Moldex-Metric’s respirator masks and protective hearing equipment have 
often seen use during construction projects, but COVID-19 has created a high 
demand in other fields.
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The Mt. Juliet Board of Commissioners is 
continuing its search for a new city park after 
residents Richard and Laurie Lyons withdrew 
their 22-acre property on South Rutland Road 
from consideration on Monday.

Commissioners had previously deferred a 
$2.3 million sales agreement for that proper-
ty on Sept. 14 because of financial and land 
usage concerns. After the L yons family’s 
withdrawal, they authorized Mt. Juliet Parks 
Director Roger “Rocky” Lee to negotiate on 
a 63-acre space along Old Lebanon Dirt Road 
valued closer to $3 million, known as the Hol-
lis-Hassett property.

“In our opinion, land with better usage start-
ed coming up and we stepped back and said, 
‘hey, let’s put it out there,’ ” Lee said. “After 
a week we did get one more hit, so we took 
the land committee and the parks board and 
we took them to task Thursday night. We had 
12 items that have shown up … we looked at 
them, we went down, we went pros and cons.”

The city was approached with the Hollis-Has-
sett property the day after that meeting, and a 
conceptual rendering presented to the commis-
sion showed space for several athletic fields, a 
similar facility to Lebanon’s Jimmy Floyd Cen-
ter and 35 to 40 acres of walking trails.

“It’s three tracts, it’s 63 acres and it’s adjacent 
to the McFarland property, which is the dead 
center of downtown,” Lee said. “And it can 
accommodate everything we’re looking for. It’s 
got the woods, it’s got the open spaces, it’s flat 
and none of it is flood plain.”

The 47-acre McFarland property previously 
came with the highest recommendation from 
the city’s land committee and parks board and 
is valued at roughly $2.3 million. The city sees 
the land’s flood plain as its biggest drawback 
but it remains in consideration.

“There is a way to bring that out of flood 
plain,” Mt. Juliet Public Works Director Andy 
Barlow said. “You can cut and balance the field 
in there, and so it would create some room if 
we wanted to establish some buildings on that 
property.”

Mt. Juliet eyes 
63-acre space 

for public park
City approves negotiations on 
property valued around $3M
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PITTSBURGH — President 
Donald T r ump and Demo-
crat Joe Biden kept up their 
debate-stage clash from afar 
on Wednesday as they com-
peted for working-class voters 
in the Midwest, while elected 
officials in both parties — and 
the debate commission, too — 
sought to deal with the most 

chaotic presidential faceof f in 
memory.

The T uesday night af fair 
raised fresh questions about 
Trump’s continued reluctance 
to condemn white supremacy, 
his ef for ts to undermine the 
legitimacy of the election and 
his unwillingness to respect 
debate ground rules his cam-
paign had agreed to. Some 
Democrats called on Biden to 
skip the next two debates.

Biden’s campaign confirmed 
he would par ticipate in the 
subsequent meetings as did 

Trump’s. But the Commission 
on Presidential Debates prom-
ised “additional structure ... to 
ensure a more orderly discus-
sion of the issues.”

The first of three scheduled 
debates between Tr ump and 
Biden deteriorated into bit-
ter taunts and chaos the night 
before as the Republican pres-
ident repeatedly interr upted 
his Democratic rival with angry 
— and personal — jabs that 
overshadowed any substantive 
discussion of the crises threat-
ening the nation.

Biden, Trump press contrasts after debate
Candidates take campaign 

to working-class voters
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NASHVILLE — Busi -
nesses in 89 of Tennes-
see’s 95 counties will no 
longer have to adhere to 
social  distancing guide-
l i n e s ,  G o v.  B i l l  L e e 
announced this week, even 

though cases of COVID-19 
in the state have been per-
sistently high.

The Republican governor 
said he would lift all virus-re-
lated limits on businesses 
and social gatherings for 
most of the state. 

Lee lifts business limits 

on 89 of 95 counties

Governor says to keep safety in mind
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Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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