
Byron York says 

attempts to resurrect 

the Russia/Trump 

collusion claim are 

doomed to failure. 
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T h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y 
Schools Board of Education 
voted Tuesday to send pre-K 
through third-graders back to 
school on a full-time tradition-
al schedule beginning Sept. 21.

T wo women spoke at the 

beginning of the meeting — 
one a grandmother caring for 
her grandchildren and the 
other a single working moth-
er of three — both of whom 
urged the board to return to 
traditional, full-time, face-to-
face education as soon as pos-
sible.

Cindy Harel  o f  Lebanon 
said that the hybrid and vir-
tual models are not working 
for many, especially non-tra-
ditional families. Many chil-
dren don’t have tremendous 
suppor t and home, she said, 
and those children are falling 
further and further behind.

“Working grandparents don’t 
have time to be a teacher,” she 
said.

Other districts around the 
state have gone back to tra-

ditional education, that’s the 
model  that  W ilson County 
parents have said they wanted 
and prep sports has returned, 
she said to applause from the 
audience.

Andrea Stoeppler  of  Mt. 
Juliet said keeping up with her 
three children’s school work 
was nearly impossible, noting 
she is dealing with 18 dif ferent 
teachers, each of whom has a 
dif ferent way they want things 
done.

“The hybrid model is just 
not working,” she said, add-
ing later, “I want you guys 
to understand, we are strug-
gling.”

Her comments also drew 
applause.

Director of Schools Donna 
Wright acknowledged the dif-
ficult start to the school year, 
saying, “This has been a strug-
gle for all of us.”

WCS to phase-in traditional learning
Pre-K through 3rd grade pupils to 
return full-time beginning Sept. 21
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U.S. Navy veteran Tim Mar-
shall has lived through many 
challenges, but perhaps his great-
est was an unexpected accident 
that nearly left him homeless and 
unable to walk.

Both of Marshall’s knees rup-
tured while he was playing on 
a trampoline with his grand-
children in Mt. Juliet, and he 
required immediate surger y. 
Before the accident he was an 
avid snowboarder, so he never 
expected his knees to give out at 
the age of 55.

Veteran finds second chance in 
Lebanon after double knee rupture
Wilson County Habitat 
for Humanity readies 

next two homes 

Submitted

Volunteers from JE Dunn Construction Company work on a Wilson County Habitat for Humanity home build in 
Lebanon for U.S. Navy veteran Tim Marshall.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Wilson County Habit for Humanity subcontractors Larry Wright, left, and 
John Eighmy, center, who work on the organization’s home builds on 
weekdays, run through their plans for two active projects in Lebanon 
with Wilson County Habitat for Humanity Director Tory Tredway.
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The Tennessee Depar t-
ment of Education launched 
a database tracking COVID-
19 cases in schools on 
Wednesday after an initial 
delay in data processing.

That decision comes after 
weeks of pressure from par-
ents across the state as chil-
dren head back to school 
amid the pandemic. The 
dashboard will update once a 
week with positive case num-
bers among students and staff 

and can be sorted by county, 
region or school district.

“Tennessee has led the way 
in supporting districts for a 
safe return to school, open-
ing classrooms for the new 
school year, and now pro-
viding the public with infor-
mation around how COVID-
19 may be impacting their 
school communities through 
a district-populated dash-
board,” TDOE Commission-
er Penny Schwinn said in a 
press release. “This dash-
board strikes an important 
balance in protecting student 
privacy while providing par-
ents, educators and communi-
ty members with information 
they need to make the best 
possible decisions for their 
families.”

Tennessee now 
tracking COVID 
cases by school

New dashboard 
to be updated 
weekly with 
positive tests 
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Keith Edmonds has battled trauma and addiction for 
almost as long as he can remember.

The Mt. Juliet resident’s life changed forever early on 
when his mother’s ex-boyfriend grew angry at his crying 
and attacked him, leaving permanent facial scars.

“My mom was 19, and I was a toddler,” he said. “She 
started dating a guy and at 14 months old, he held my face 
to an electric heater. And he went to prison for 10 years, 
which means he was released by the time I was a teenager.”

Mt. Juliet child abuse 
survivor aims to inspire 

with new memoir
‘Scars: Leaving Pain in the Past’ 

marks Edmonds’ eighth year sober 
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