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Lebanon decided to axe 
plans based on the Army Corps 
of Engineers study for the 
water detention structure at 

Stumpy Lane in lieu of a new 
plan aimed at mitigating multi-
ple factors that cause the flood-
ing on the square and other 
areas around the city.

During its regular sched-

uled meeting Tuesday, the City 
Council passed a resolution 
sponsored by Councilor Fred 
Burton and Mayor Rick Bell 
unanimously, which approved a 
long list of efforts aimed to pro-
tect the city from flood damage.

Those items include:
• Contact the owner of 

the Woolen Mills and request 
permission/authorization to 
remove the old railroad bridge.

• Request a professional ser-
vices proposal to model Sinking 
Creek with the two buildings 
between West Spring Street and 
the railroad tracks near Newby 
Street removed in order to eval-
uate the effect on flooding and 
determine if the city should pur-
sue the purchase and removal of 
these two buildings.

BY JIM MUSTIAN AND JAKE BLEIBERG 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONROE, La. — Federal prosecutors are 
investigating whether Louisiana State Police 
brass obstructed justice to protect the troop-
ers seen on long-withheld body camera video 
punching, dragging and stunning Black motor-
ist Ronald Greene during 
his fatal 2019 arrest.

It marks a significant 
expansion of the federal 
inquiry that began as a 
blow-by-blow examination 
of the troopers’ violence 
against Greene and their 
apparent efforts to cover 
it up. Investigators are 
now moving up the chain of command, probing 
allegations that supervisors disregarded the 
video evidence, quashed a recommendation to 
arrest one of the troopers and recently pressed 
a state prosecutor not to bring any charges, 
according to documents obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press and a half dozen people familiar 
with the case.

“Their investigation is far beyond just use 
of force,” said Ron Haley, an attorney for 
Greene’s family, who met with federal author-
ities at length last month. “They’re casting a 
very wide net.”

The development comes as federal pros-
ecutors are preparing to present their find-

ings to a grand jur y by 
the end of the summer, 
which could bring the 
first charges of any kind 
in a case that’s long been 
shrouded in secrecy.

Greene’s deadly arrest 
on May 10, 2019, came 
after he eluded a stop for 
a traffic violation and led 

troopers on a chase near Monroe at speeds 
topping 115 mph. Troopers initially told 
Greene’s relatives the 49-year-old died from 
a crash at the end of the chase, despite his 
car showing little damage, and only later did 
state police acknowledge a struggle.

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Ef for ts to limit the number 
of liquor stores in Lebanon 
were stymied during the last 
Lebanon City Council meeting 
in July, but they haven’t sunk 
just yet. However, at least one 
more liquor store was approved 
during the meeting Tuesday.

Conversations over whether 

Lebanon already had too many 
liquor stores first surfaced last 
month during council work ses-
sions, and spilled over into the 
meeting on July 20. However, the 
vote to limit the number of liquor 
stores fell short of tallying the 
votes needed, after Councilor Joey 
Carmack and Councilor Fred Bur-
ton voted no, and Councilor Jeni 
Lind Brinkman abstained.

Councilor Camille Burdine, 
who has been the most vocal 
about the number of stores in 
Lebanon, citing several constitu-
ents voicing their concerns about 
it getting out of hand, said she 
does not plan to see this measure 
go down without a fight.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Sheriff’s Office corporals James Flora, left, and Matthew Bush lead a group of correctional officers and dispatchers on a 
training session through Lebanon on Tuesday in preparation for the 12-week law enforcement academy, during which time they will get 
certified to become deputies. Chief Deputy Mike Owen said the training would feature extensive physical workouts and that the recruits 
had to have at least two years of experience either as correctional officers or dispatchers to go out for certification.

TRAINING FOR THE ACADEMY

City charts news course 
to deal with flooding

Lebanon council approves 
exploring mitigation methods 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County Schools stu-
dents are back in class today, 
with record enrollment, unfilled 
teacher positions, and without 
masks, even as the delta variant 
of the coronavirus continues to 
drive an increase in cases.

WCS Director Jef f Luttrell 
announced during Monday’s 
board meeting that mask wearing, 
by teachers and staff as well as 
students, would be optional. How-
ever, he recommended recessing 
the meeting, rather than adjourn-
ing it, in case the board needs to 
revisit the mask policy as COVID-
19 surges locally.

“Last board meeting this 
board voted on a recommen-
dation from me to have masks 
optional ...,” he said. “At this 
point that’s where we’re still at. I 
want people to know what we’re 
going to do. We’ve said masks 
are optional and when we start 
school Thursday we’re going to 
encourage social distancing as 
much as possible.”

Lutrell added that the COVID 
cleaning protocols for both 
buildings and school buses will 
continue this year, and the dis-
trict has plenty of supplies.

Multiple residents spoke at 
the beginning of the meeting, 
most opposed to a mask man-
date. The board’s meeting room 
was full and the overflow crowd, 
the vast majority of which was 
against a mandate, watched the 
meeting from other rooms in 
the Administrative & Training 
Complex. Arguments against a 
mask mandate drew applause, 
while those arguing in favor 
were met with silence.

WCS heads 
back to 

class with 
masks 

optional
Enrollment numbers 

way up, leading to 
teacher shortage

In Louisiana, police brass eyed in 
probe of Black man’s deadly arrest

Lebanon authorizes 
liquor store certificate 

despite calls for cap
Councilor Burdine 
continues fight to 

limit retail package 
store certificates 
within the city

“Their investigation is far 
beyond just use of force. They’re 
casting a very wide net.”

— Ron Haley
attorney for Ronald Greene’s family
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