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The matter of housing density 
once again emerged as a con-
tentious issue during the latest 
Lebanon City Council meeting 
on Tuesday evening.

This time, the scope was 
pointed at a potential rezoning 
to make way for a development 
near Carver Lane. Prior to the 
public hearing, the item was 
actually dropped from the meet-

ing’s agenda to be revisit-
ed at a later date.

Despite the deferral, 
those who came to city 
hall to express their con-
cerns about the town-
home development still 
took the podium to air 
those grievances.

F o r m e r  L e b a n o n 
Mayor Bernie Ash said that he 
felt like the area near Carver 
Lane already had a suf ficient 

number of town 
homes, remark-
ing, “more than 
any other place in 
the city.”

Many of  the 
c o m m e n t s 
seemed centered 
around a devia-
tion from a long-

term development plan 
passed by the city earlier this 
year.

“ W h a t  h a p -
p e n e d  t o  t h e 
f u t u r e  l a n d 
u s e  p l a n  t h e 
city passed six 
m o n t h s  a g o , ” 
a s k e d  Wa y n e 
Oakley, a Leba-
non-based archi-
tect and resident 
of this neighbor-

hood. “We’re just asking you to 
do what you said you would do 

with that plan.”
Rezoning proved to 

be the crux of the voic-
es from the crowd. One 
c o m p l a i n a n t ,  J a m e s 
Barlow, said that he 
lives inside Farmington 
Woods, a neighborhood 
that would be impacted 
by the development of 
the townhomes.

Rezoning issue draws citizens’ concerns

Bernie Ash Camille 
Burdine

Jeni Lind 
Brinkman
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If two is better than one, 
then, three must qualify as an 
extravaganza.

That’s what the Lebanon 
Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce is thinking.

Lebanon will have many 
of its favorite holiday events 
mesh together  over  one 
weekend as its Tis the Sea-
son Weekend Extravaganza 
will take place on the Lebanon 
square from Dec. 3-5.

“There’s  something for 
ever yone on Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday,” Lebanon 
Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce President Melanie 
Minter said.

In the past, the Christmas 
tree on the square was lit on 
the Thursday before Thanks-
giving, followed by the Christ-
mas parade on the first Sun-
day in December and then the 
Christmas on the square retail 
experience on the Saturday 
after the Christmas parade.

Now, all  three of those 
events will take place during 
the weekend extravaganza.

“We’ve never gone to this 
extreme before,” Minter said. 
“We’ll kick it of f with that 
Christmas tree lighting. The 

mayor (Rick Bell) will come 
out and light it.”

Minter came up with the 
concept of combining it all into 
a weekend event, approaching 
Bell with the idea in February.

“He was totally on board,” 
Minter said. “We talked about 
what the Chamber contributed 
and what the city contributed. 
They’re going to be doing a lot 
with the decorations and the 
public safety. We couldn’t do 
this without them doing that.

“With him being on board 
with having the total weekend 
to highlight the city, it was 
extremely encouraging.”

The tree lighting will take 
place at 5 p.m. on Friday, fol-
lowed by a choir performance 
at 5:30.

Then, at 7 p.m., countr y 
music ar tist Wade Hayes — 
who has two gold albums to 

his credit — will be in concert.
Saturday’s activities will 

include photos with Santa 
from 11 a.m. until  4 p.m., 
shopping at the area retail out-
lets throughout the day, music 
by the C-Dock Boyz at 1 p.m., 
music by Janelle Ar thur (a 
Nashville recording artist who 
was a top-five contestant on 
“American Idol”) at 4 p.m., 
Historic Lebanon’s Historic 
Places Tour from 5 p.m. until 
8:30, and a viewing of “Home 
Alone” at the Capitol Theatre 
beginning at 8 a.m.

A HOLIDAY HOME RUN
Three-day, 

weekend event 
brings together 

Lebanon’s favorite 
Christmas events

Courtesy of the Lebanon Wilson County Chamber of Commerce

The Lebanon Christmas Parade will be held on the Sunday of the Tis the Season Weekend Extravagan-
za, which will be held on the Lebanon square from Dec. 3-5.
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Cumberland University has 
been around for 179 years. 
In all that time, it’s never 
been on the receiving end 
of a donation like the one it 
announced last week when an 
alum pledged $5 million to the 
Phoenix.

Millard Vaughan Oakley and 
J.J. Oakley of Livingston com-
mitted the money, which will 
be used to name the school of 
humanities, education and the 
arts fund an expansion to the 
entrance of the Memorial Hall 
building and to suppor t the 
needs of the school for years 
to come.

“Administration and faculty 
of the (new) Millard and J.J. 
Oakley School of Humanities, 
Education and the Ar ts are 
in the planning process for 
determining how to best use 

this gift to benefit the school,” 
said University Provost and 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Dr. Bill McKee.

Far from strictly structural 
upgrades, the donation should 

assist in talent retention and 
financial-aid availability.

“We do know that this gift 
will fund student scholarships 
as well as assist the universi-
ty in retaining our best and 
brightest faculty,” McKee 
said.

For Cumberland University 
President Dr. Paul C. Stumb, 
having such a distinguished 
alumnus make a gift like this 
fills him with gratification.

“We are so ver y proud of 
Millard Oakley, his accom-
plishments as an attorney, 
businessman, entrepreneur, 
and public ser vant and hon-
ored to list him as a graduate 
of our university,” said Stumb 
in a press release. “We are 
most appreciative of this truly 
transformative gift to which 
he and J.J. have committed.”

Cumberland receives generational donation
Law school alum 

from 1951 pledges 
$5M to university

Submitted

This artist’s rendering shows what the new entrance to Cumberland 
University Memorial Hall will look like after the renovation project 
and name change. A sign by the steps will read, “The Millard and J.J. 
Oakley School of Humanities, Education and the Arts.”
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Lebanon’s Empower Me Cen-
ter is daring guests to roll the 
dice with them for a good cause 
at its annual casino night event 
tomorrow.

It all takes place at 6 p.m. at 
the Capitol Theatre, located just 
off the city square.

Empower Me Center Execu-
tive Director Michelle Hill said 
that Dice and Dreams Casino 
night is one of her organization’s 
main fundraisers.

“The money helps us be able 
to provide activities and opportu-
nities to individuals with disabili-
ties,” Hill said.

The Empower Me Center in 
Lebanon of fers six weeks of 
summer day camp, single-day 
camps scattered throughout the 
year, annual festivals and events, 
in addition to recreational and 
adult programs.

It also hosts a Christmas 
camp, snowball dance, and bas-
ketball league, with each pro-
gram specifically adapted to the 
physical and intellectual abilities 
of the participants.

These professionally-led pro-
grams provide a safe, positive 
learning and social environment 
for children and adults while 
also educating the larger com-
munity about how individuals 
live with disabilities and encour-
aging overall inclusiveness.

Some of the adult programs 
instruct par ticipants through 
arts and crafts, recreation and 
field trips. Each program in 
some way helps advance those 
par ticipants’ life skills, like 
ordering from a restaurant or 
checking out at the grocer y 
store. Those programs can also 
include household tasks like 
cooking, self-care and pet care.

Without events like the Dice 
and Dreams casino night, those 
services might not exist.

According to Hill, the casino 
night typically helps the organi-
zation raise up to $20,000. She 
called the event a “welcomed 
blessing” for what it enables the 
Empower Me Center to do.

Dice and Dreams is hard-
ly the center’s only fundraiser. 
An annual golf tournament has 
become a center mainstay, and 
earlier this year for the first 

Betting 
on a sure 

thing
Dice and Dreams 

Casino Night funds 
local nonprofit 
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