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Sports
Watertown boys fall to Upperman 

in District 8-AA matchup. B1$1

A trailer in Pleasant Valley 
Mobile Home Park was split 
in half by a fallen tree dur-
ing a thunderstorm Saturday, 
though no injuries or fatalities 
were reported.

According to neighbor Billy 
Warrick, the residence’s two 
female occupants were away 
when the storm hit at approx-
imately 10:30 a.m., breaking 
of f part of a large tree on the 
property.

“I  was inside my house 

looking out the window when I 
heard this loud noise,” he said. 
“I saw the tree fall right down 
and hit through the trailer, so I 
called it in.”

The Wilson County Sher-
i f f ’ s  Of f ice ,  Lebanon Fire 
Department and Wilson Coun-
ty Emergency Management 
Agency responded to War-
rick’s call and arrived at the 
scene.

“Upon ar r iva l ,  deput ies 
checked the home for anyone 
inside and found that no one 
was home,” Deputy Joseph 

Darbonne wrote in the inci-
dent report. “I was notified of 
the renter’s name by dispatch 
and that they made with con-
tact with a family member of 
the renter by phone. No other 
information of the renter is 
known due to deputies not 
making contact with her.”

Middle Tennessee Electric 
later responded to the reports 
and cut power to the resi-
dence. The incident occurred 
amid a severe thunderstorm 
war ning in Wilson County, 
which WEMA warned could 
bring winds reaching up to 60 
mph.

Fallen tree splits area mobile home in two 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 

The Mt. Juliet Police Depar tment 
announced last week the institution of 
Guardian Shield, a new law enforcement pro-
gram designed to protect the city from crime 
by using fixed-place automated license plate 
readers (ALPRs) to catch hot-listed vehicles 
attached to various crimes and suspects.

The Guardian Shield program has not yet 
been fully budgeted and could, therefore, 
require the mayor and city commissioners to 
amend the fiscal budget for a yet unknown 
amount. On the other hand, MJPD Capt. 
Tyler Chandler said the amount “would be 
minimal” due to the city having already bud-
geted $100,000 for the program.

The program will be operated by Rekor 

Systems Inc., a tech firm focused on the 
use of artificial intelligence applications for 
public safety solutions. The firm boasts of 
providing law enforcement and security solu-
tions in more than 70 countries worldwide, 
and they were one of four firms whose tech-
nology was tested in the city — one of three 
to respond to MJPD’s request for proposals.

Mt. Juliet police worked with IT profes-
sionals during an extensive review of ALPRs  
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MJPD announces Guardian Shield program

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

$100,000 budgeted for license-plate reading project

Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto’s administration entered the 
2010s with three major focus areas: 

education, public 
safety and quality of 
life.

As the county 
enters  the next 
decade facing the 
effects of continued 
growth, those three 
things are still serv-
ing as guideposts. 
Hutto sat down with 

the Lebanon Democrat on Monday 
to discuss some of the county gov-
ernment’s goals for 2020.

EDUCATION
Wilson County Schools and the 

Lebanon Special School District have 
both received high marks from the 
Tennessee Department of Education, 
so the county’s major priorities have 
more to do with staffing than cur-
riculum.

“The things that are issues for us 
right now in education are teacher 
funding and that we need more bus 
drivers,” Hutto said. “Being able to 
obtain and retain the best teachers is 
important, and therefore the county 
commission put out the sales tax for 
a vote and earmarked that for teach-
er raises.”

Voters will be able to weigh in 
on that potential half-cent sales tax 
increase in March. The proposal 
would be used to boost pay for the 
school system’s certified positions, 
which require a teaching license.

While some teachers are seek-
ing employment in other counties’ 
school systems, Hutto attributed the 
bus driver shortage to the number of 
logistics companies in the area.

“A lot of the people that have com-
mercial driver’s licenses are driving 
for companies and have full-time jobs, 
while driving a bus is a part-time job,” 
he said. “We are reaching out trying 
to find different organizations where 
maybe that person could be work-
ing another job. We’re reaching out  
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Hutto 
talks ’20 

for county

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 

Randall 
Hutto

In the cour troom, he 
demands respect and, accord-
ing to coworkers, usually gets it. 
Being a juvenile court judge can 
be stressful, which is why Wil-
son County Judge Barry Tatum 
has found a way to de-stress and 

enjoy life. He has discovered his 
love for baking.

Leaning back in his chair with 
one leg folded over the other, 
Tatum described how he first 
decided to start baking, specifi-
cally baking cheesecakes.

“My first wife and I were 
cleaning out the house of one of 

her aunts who had moved into 
an assisted living facility,” said 
Tatum. “I came across this funny 
looking pan and asked my wife 
what it was.”

Tatum said his wife explained 
to him that it was a springform 
pan. He learned soon after, the 
pan was specifically designed to 
make cheesecakes.

“I asked her family if I could 
keep it and they said yes,” said 
Tatum. “I got a cheesecake rec-
ipe off the side of a package of 

Philadelphia cream cheese. Up 
until then, the only cheesecake 
I had ever eaten was a no-bake 
cheesecake from a kit.”

After some time Tatum said 
he finally attempted to make his 
first cheesecake. He said it was 
OK, but he decided to tweak 
all future cakes in an attempt to 
make them the best.

“Over the years, I started 
tinkering with the recipe,” said  
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Local judge uses baking to unwind

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Submitted photo

Wilson County Judge Barry Tatum, making a cheesecake in his kitchen, says he is in his best element when creating one of his cakes.

Teacher raises, jail 
expansion and 

more among goals

His cheesecake recipe is renowned 
in some parts of Wilson County

No injuries or fatalities in incident 

Photo by Ethan Steinquest - Lebanon Democrat

A mobile home located on Coles Ferry Pike was split in half by a fallen 
tree during a thunderstorm on Saturday, when winds nearing speeds 
of 60 mph blew through the county. 
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