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Sports
Lebanon Devilettes overcome 

shorthanded Wilson Central. B1$1

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

The city of Mt. Juliet recently 
unanimously passed an amend-
ment to the municipal personnel 
manual to let city employees carry 
firearms to work, liability concerns 
notwithstanding.

The Workplace Violence and 
Harassment ordinance amends 
Section 9.7 of the Personnel Manu-
al to remove a statement that previ-
ously read, “All weapons, and other 
dangerous or hazardous devices 
or substances are prohibited from 
City of Mt. Juliet property, unless 
in the control of law enforcement 
or emergency personnel or pursu-
ant for the provisions of TCA 39-17-
1313.”

It replaces that content with lan-
guage that distinguishes handguns 
from other potential weapons 

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The overcast sky did nothing 
to quell the spirits of the partici-
pants of the annual Area 27 Polar 
Plunge Saturday morning. The 
announcer called for everyone 
to line up as he compared the 
air temperature to the water tem-
perature of the outdoor pool at 

the Jimmy Floyd Family Center. 
It was 42 degrees outside and the 
water was 42 degrees.

The Lebanon Area 27 Polar 
Plunge is the annual fundraiser 
hosted in part by the Knights of 
Columbus to raise money for the 
Tennessee Special Olympics. Ed 
Baenziger is a member of the 
Area 27 Special Olympics man-
agement team and says he got 
involved through his Knights of 
Columbus organization but, like 
a lot of others who return year 
after year, now he does it for per-
sonal reasons.

“I do this because I love it,” 

Plungers withstand frigid 
waters for a worthy cause
Area 27 Special 
Olympics holds 

20th annual Polar 
Plunge fundraiser

Mt. Juliet 
passes  

gun carry 
amendment

City mployees can 
carry firearms to work

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The fifth annual Mardi Gras at 
the Capitol benefit for Sherry’s 
Run is set for Friday, which means 
live music, auctions, dancing and 
more as the community takes to 
Lebanon’s Capitol Theater.

Doors will open at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by dinner at 7 p.m. Chef Ed 
Riley of Mo’Cara Southern Dining 
and Two Fat Men Catering is pre-
paring this year’s meal, and Julie 
Miller-Wilson is co-chairing the 
proceedings with Sarah Haston.

“It’s a sold out event, and it’s fab-
ulous that we have that much sup-
port from the community,” Sher-
ry’s Run Marketing Director Katie 
Henson said. “Last year was the 
first time Julie chaired the event 
and we revamped it … we brought 
in over $100,000 last year and we’d 
like to match or increase that num-
ber this time.”

All proceeds from the event go 
toward the organization’s cancer 
patient assistance program, which 
covers a variety of day-to-day 
expenses for patients as they go 
through treatment.

“The impact from that is huge,” 
Henson said. “For some people, 
it means paying for prescriptions 
and medical bills, while for oth-
ers it could be about keeping the 
lights on and water running. When 
you’re battling cancer you may not 
be able to work, so it means a lot to 
these families to have some assis-
tance.”

To help boost available fund-
ing, several local businesses have 
donated items for a live auction. 

Mardi Gras 
at the Capitol 
set for Friday 
Sherry’s Run benefit 

raised $100K last year
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BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The bicyclists were the first 
to round the corner and slowly 
walkers came trickling into the 
parking lot of the Wilson County 
Courthouse on Saturday after-
noon. Some faces showed signs 
of exhaustion while others wore 
the happy smiles of people who 
have accomplished something 
strenuous. They were the first 
participants in the fifth annual 
Walk Across Wilson project.

“They just killed me today,” 
said Veloteers Bicycle Club 
member and the first one to 
arrive back, Jim Fuller. “I went 
a little farther than some of the 
others but our route was 32 
miles.”

Walk Across Wilson is a four-
week exercise program for 
teams of approximately four to 
eight people, sponsored by Van-
derbilt Wilson County Hospital, 
Wilson County Health Depart-
ment, Wilson County Chamber 
of Commerce, among other 
sponsors around the county, 
intended to get residents of Wil-

son County off their couches 
and moving in order to adopt a 
healthier lifestyle. Government 
of ficials from across Wilson 
County volunteered to walk the 
first mile for the cause to kick off 
the event.

“Everybody that took a mile, 
and many of them took more 
than a mile, we thank them for 
their participation,” said Health 
Services Supervisor at Wilson 
County Board of Education 
Chuck Whitlock.

Teams are encouraged to log 
their activities on their walking 
log provided on Walk Across 
Wilson Facebook page. On 
March 21, teams will meet at 

Walk Across Wilson holds kickoff event 
Saturday first day 
of the countywide 
fitness campaign

Kerry Vazquez, a member of the Veloteers Bicycle Club in Mt. Juliet, secures her bike back to her car 
after participating in the kickoff to the fifth annual Walk Across Wilson event Saturday.

Photos by Rima Austin/raustin@lebanondemocrat.com

Participants and officials of the fifth annual Walk Across Wilson gather on the steps of the Wilson County Courthouse on Saturday after-
noon to kick off the fitness program sponsored by the Vanderbilt Wilson County Hospital, Wilson County Health Department and Wilson 
County Chamber of Commerce among other sponsors around the county.

SEE WILSON/PAGE A6

Plungers descend into the water of the outdoor swimming  
pool at the Jimmy Floyd Family Center for the annual  

Area 27 Special Olympics Polar Plunge on Saturday.

By Rima Austin/raustin@lebanondemocrat.com
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