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The Wilson County Budget 
Committee passed a set of sta-
tus quo budgets for the coun-
ty’s departments at its meeting 
Monday, sending them along to 
the full commission for a June 15 
vote.

With sales tax figures in at 
$4.43 million for April, up from 
$4.17 million the same time last 
year, the county is not expect-
ing to make cuts to those bud-
gets. Finance Director Aaron 
Maynard said every department 
has still submitted contingency 
plans with dif ferent reduction 
amounts.

“One month does not make a 
trend,” he said. “This month of 
being up does not mean every-
thing’s great. If next month is 
down, that does not mean every-
thing is terrible. We have to let 
trends establish, and once trends 
establish we can move and not 
make a bad decision.”

Maynard said April’s tax fig-
ures likely account for people 
spending their stimulus checks 
and increased unemployment 
benefits, meaning there may be 
a significant drop after those pro-
grams end. However, the coun-
ty’s savings could help offset any 
losses.

“We’re estimating that we’re 
going to end this year $1.4 mil-
lion to the good,” he said, refer-
ring to the county’s revenue 
when compared to expenses. 
“I’ve mentioned several times 
that we were r unning ver y 
strong going into the tornado 
and into the pandemic. The num-
bers continue to look good for 
this year that we’re coming out 
of. For next year, with some of 
the conservative estimates that 
we’ve talked about, we’re esti-
mating using $1.3 million of our 
fund balance … which is going 
to leave you with a fund balance 
of right at $10 million. That’s our 
estimate for the general fund.”

Another factor at play is the 
March 3 tornado’s financial 
impact, which saw several homes 
and businesses destroyed. Some 
of those industries are still build-
ing back up from the damages.”

“The loss itself was about $409 
million for the tornado,” Wilson 
County Mayor Randall Hutto 
said of the impact on property 
values. “If you total those up, it’s 
about $259 million that was lost 
in property value. They didn’t 
count churches and schools, 
which is another $150 million.”

In total, Maynard said the 
county’s assessed property val-
ues are more than $4 billion. 
Hutto plans to bring the loss-
es before the state legislature 
to seek assistance, citing its 
response to the Gatlinburg fires 
a few years ago.

The county is also likely 
to receive a $1.6 million grant 
from the state after Gov. Bill Lee 
approved a large-scale aid pack-
age for local governments amid 
COVID-19. The budget commit-
tee approved the grant applica-
tion during the meeting.

“We have to get it approved 
through the budget committee 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
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After a long absence, auto rac-
ing will be returning to the Nash-
ville Superspeedway in Gladeville 
with a NASCAR Cup Series race 
in 2021

Calling is a bit of “sunshine” 
in what has been a gloomy few 
months, Wilson County Mayor 
Randall Hutto said, “It’s a dream 
come true that started in 2001 
(when the track was built). It’s 
going to be an economic engine 
— with sales tax and hotel/motel 
tax — and it’ll put Wilson County 
on the map.”

Hutto said that, after the 
March 3 tornado that killed three 
Wilson Countians followed in 
mid-March by the coronavirus 
pandemic that shuttered busi-
nesses and schools, it was nice to 
get some good news.

“I think it’s going to be a qual-
ity event for our citizens and it’s 
good for our NASCAR fans in the 
Middle Tennessee region,” he 
said.

Dover Motorspor ts and 
NASCAR made the announce-
ment about the race Tuesday 
night. Dover Motorsports built 
the 1.33-mile concrete track off 
Interstate 840 in 2001. A mixture 
of minor league NASCAR and 
Indycar series races 
were run a the track 
into 2011.

Dover  Motor -
sports, which also 
owns Dover Interna-
tional Speedway in 
Delaware, is moving 
one of that track’s 
N A S C A R  C u p 
Series races here.

Denis McGlynn, 
president and CEO 
of Dover Motor-
sports, said the move was part of 
an effort by NASCAR to “rejuve-
nate” the sport’s schedule.

“Of the 10 markets that 
NASCAR had identified for pen-
etration, No. 1 on the list was 
Nashville,” McGlynn said. “It’s 
the hottest market in NASCAR.”

He said the track surface itself 
in is good shape, but renovations 
costing $8 million to $10 million 
would have to be done. Depend-
ing on how quickly things return 
to normal in light of the pandem-
ic, that work may not be com-

pleted before next 
year’s race.

McGlynn said 
he expected to sell 
out the 25,000 per-
manent seats at the 
track, and hoped 
demand is great 
enough to create a 
need for 25,000 tem-
porary seats.

He also hopes to 
have affiliated races 
during the days 

leading up the Cup race.
Wilson County Convention and 

Tourism Bureau Director Jason 
Johnson, who has just been on 
the job since February, was excit-
ed to hear the news. He said he 
grew up being taken to NASCAR 
races by his dad and uncles, so 

he knows the excitement they 
bring to a community.

“It’s a big deal,” he said. “Defi-
nitely community involvement is 
going to happen, Lebanon, Mt. 
Juliet, Gladeville.”

A NASCAR race is not a one-
day affair he said.

“There are a whole lot of peo-
ple who come for the weekend,” 
he said. “There will be three or 
four days of people coming to 
Wilson County.

“I hope our community really 
embraces this and gets involved,” 
he added. “This is a positive for 
Wilson County.”

Several hundred acres of prop-
erty at the track have been sold 
for industrial development over 
the years, McGlynn said, but the 
track still owns 1,000 acres. Once 
the track is reopened, it will have 
a permanent staff of about 40, he 
said.

Before closing in 2011, 
the track hosted NASCAR- 
and IRL-sanctioned events,  
including NASCAR Xfinity 
Series, NASCAR Gander RV & 

NASCAR race coming to Wilson County
Upgrades planned for superspeedway; economic benefits touted
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A Lebanon woman died Tues-
day after she was trapped in 
a house fire on Hunters Point 
Pike, and law enforcement is still 
investigating how the fire start-
ed as of Wednesday afternoon.

WEMA Fire Chief and Depu-
ty Director Jeremy Hobbs said 
the agency was called in around 
12:30 p.m. to the property in the 
3500 block of Hunters Point Pike 
(U.S. 231), and that two of the 

Lebanon 
woman dies 

in county 
house fire 
WCSO and TBI 

investigating cause

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

A Lebanon woman died Tuesday after being trapped in this house in the 3500 block of Hunter’s 
Point Pike during a fire. Its cause remains unknown.

County 
encouraged 

by April sales 
tax figures 

Cuts not expected as 
budget passes committee 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
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The Lebanon City Council approved 
$880,600 in miscellaneous improvements to 
the city’s wastewater treatment plant at its 
meeting Tuesday, along with first reading 
votes on $357,645 and $149,000 refurbish-
ment contracts for the facility.

“We’re required by the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Environment and Conservation to 
measure the flow in and out of the plant,” 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager 
Monica Sowders said. “The miscellaneous 
improvements are a number of pumps, flow 
meters and other items within the plant that 
have aged out.”

The project also includes work on two 
water control gates and the plant’s lab, which 
Sowders said is 20 to 30 years old and strug-
gles to properly calibrate its equipment.

“We already have the equipment in place, 
so it’s a matter of replacing it all,” she said. 
“Some parts are on delay due to COVID-
19, so it could take months before we have 
everything finished.”

Isolation during COVID-19 has also caused 

a buildup of flushed materials like wipes and 
rags in the plant, which Sowders said has 
caused clogging and likely accounts for one 
of the pumps being replaced.

“What I want the community to understand 
is that whatever they flush doesn’t just mag-
ically disappear,” she said. “It comes to the 
plant so we can treat it and send it back to the 
river … these systems aren’t built to handle 
materials like that.”

The larger refurbishment contract is for 
the ultraviolet disinfection system, while the 
smaller one covers thickener, parts, labor and 
start up.

In addition, the council passed a first read-
ing vote on a $1.2 million bid that would see 
a 1-million-gallon water storage tank built at 

Seay Hill. The city received $1.4 million for 
that project in December 2019 through the 
State Revolving Fund Loan Program.

“That will increase the amount of city water 
we have, and my understanding is there’s a 
$200,000 forgiveness on that loan we won’t 
have to pay back,” Lebanon Mayor Bernie 
Ash said at the time the funding was issued. 
“The plan is to get started on that when the 
weather clears up.”

Ash said that information remains accurate 
as of Wednesday. With a second reading vote 
on the bid scheduled for later this month, a 
timetable on the project remains unclear.

According to TDEC, the $1.4 million loan 
carries a 20-year term at 1.31% interest. The 
loan package also included $4.3 million for 
a sewer replacement project at Blair Lane, 
which carries a 20-year term at 1.32% interest.

The Lebanon City Council is scheduled to 
hold an electronic special called meeting at 
12:30 p.m. on Friday to vote on the new busi-
ness items discussed Tuesday, including the 
wastewater treatment expenses.

Members of the public can receive a Zoom 
invitation to the meeting or provide com-
ments by contacting Mike Collinsworth at 
mcollinsworth@lebanontn.org or 615-443-
2839 ext. 2401 by 5 p.m. on Thursday.

Lebanon looks to invest $1.38M in wastewater treatment

Funding would replace aged and damaged equipment

Isolation during COVID-19 has also 
caused a buildup of flushed materials 
like wipes and rags in the plant, 
which Monica Sowders said has 
caused clogging and likely accounts 
for one of the pumps being replaced.
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“I think it’s going to 
be a quality event 
for our citizens and 
it’s good for our 
NASCAR fans in the 
Middle Tennessee 
region.”

— Randall Hutto
Wilson County mayor
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